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FIGHT RACISM: 


Anti-imperialist paper of the Revolutionary Communist 


Reagan 

‘amadman 
an imbecile 
and a bum’ 


Fidel Castro put into words what the 
majority of humankind think of Ronald 
Reagan. Reagan, the President who 
saw fit to joke about commencing 
bombing the Soviet Union in five min- 
utes, who bragged of enjoying break- 
fast while invading Grenada, a Holly- 
wood flop rejuvenated by Sylvester 
Stallone movies, fancying himself 
gunning down every Lebanese in 
sight. In July this man dared to des- 
cribe Cuba, Nicaragua, Libya, Iran and 
North Korea as a ‘confederation of cri- 
minal governments...run by the 
strangest coliection of misfits, Loo- 
ney Tunes and squalid criminals since 
the advent of the Third Reich’. 


| 


Aside from his favourite intellectua | 
stimulation, cartoon films, Reagari 
should know all about the Third Reich: 
after all; didn’t he pay his respects to 
the SS at Bitburg, and his own fawning 
press acknowledges that over 10,000 
Nazis, including 765 senior scientists 
and engineers, have found a home in 
Reagan’s land. He has crammed his 
staff with proven embezziers, bribers 
and gangsters of high finance; more 
than a score of his personal appoint- 
ments have resigned in the face of cor- 
ruption charges since Reagan’s 1981 
inauguration. Like Castro said: ‘He is 
the biggest liar of all the American Pre- 
sidents...the worst terrorist in the 
history of mankind’ a man whose 
unscrupulous propaganda is compar- 
able to that of Hitler and Goebbels. 

‘It is Reagan who supports the gen- 
ocidal army of El Salvauor, the rapists 
of American nuns. Reagan ordered the 
mining of the harbours in Nicaragua. It 
was Reagan who sent troops to invade 
little Grenada.’ Over 280 armed inter- 
ventions in pursuit of foreign policy 
goals since the Japanese surrender 
and 1,500 overseas military bases 
encircling the globe are testimony 
enough to the intentions of US imper- 
ialism, without listing the assassina- 
tions, massacres and coups which are 
the calling card of the CIA. 

With a specious bombast he imag- 
ines fitting to his title, Reagan threat- 
ened: ‘Under international law any 
state which is the victim of acts of war 
has the right to defend itself.’ With 
understanding and generosity Presi- 
dent Castro replied: ‘How can you take 
this man seriously? Perhaps he 
doesn’t even know what he is talking 
about. His ideas are from the era of 
Buffalo Bill, not the nuclear age.’ As 
the Greeks observed ‘Those whom the 
gods wish to destroy they first make 
mad.’ 

Trevor Rayne 
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10 July — Young Duduza boys dance round the burning car of a suspected informe? 
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BLACK YOUTH DEFY 
APARTHEID TERROR 


‘We are unarmed, Umkhonto we Sizwe, we are waiting for you!’ Thisis 
the reply of the fighting youth of South Africa’s black townships to 
the naked and’Shameless wave of repression and terror unleashed on 
the risen people by the apartheid regime. Duduza township, 25 miles 
from Johannesburg, was the scene on 10 July, of a massive show of 
defiance. At the funeral of four young student COSAS leaders, killed 
by the regime, young fellow students in yellow tee-shirts bearing the 
photos of the dead youth and quotations from ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela, were joined by a 10,000 strong crowd as they marched four 
abreast bearing the coffins from the town’s sports stadium to the 
cemetery. A massive ANC flag was unfurled in defiance of the ban- 
ning of the ANC, as the procession swept through the townships’ 
streets. 


Anti-imperialist weekend pages 7-10 
Castro and the debt crisis page 12 
Nicaragua and Lebanon page 13 


Four months after the bitter miners’ strike ended, the scabs of the 
Notts Area NUM announced that they were forming a breakaway 
union. Although the split has been imminent since the Notts Area 
carried on working in March 1984, it was finally precipitated by the 
NUM National Conference’s decisions to sack Notts scab leaders Roy 
Lynk and David Prendergast, and to adopt rule changes which give 
the national NUM greater powers over the local areas. Notts dele- 
gates have endorsed the split by 228 to 20 votes. It is the second time 
around for Notts —in 1926 a bosses union was set up under the 
leadership of Labour MP George Spencer. 


Many will see the split as a weakening 
of the NUM, but in the present period, 
when the working class is deeply divi- 
ded, such splits are inevitable and are a 
healthy development if a fighting trade 
union movement is to be built. As those 
who wish to carry on the fight in the 
NUM have found out since the end of 
the strike, concessions to scabs in order 
to promote unity achieve nothing but 
the need to make more concessions. 


The scabs suffered a setback when a 
High Court judge, responding to an in- 
junction sought by Ray Chadburn and 
30 Notts miners, ruled that a secret bal- 
lot must be held before a split can take 
place. The fight between the NUM and 
the scab union is now on. A sustained 
campaign could prevent half of the 
Notts miners from going over to the 
scabs. Many Notts miners are objecting 
to the locking out of the‘elected Presi- 


Over twenty people have been killed in 
Duduza alone in the last few weeks but 
the answer of the youth is to heighten 
their struggle; to make more sacrifices, 
and to identify ever more closely with 
the banned revolutionary orgapisa- 
tions, particularly with Umkhonte we 
Sizwe, the armed wing of the ANC. 

At the funeral itself, the people’s an- 
ger at apartheid’s stooges, black police- 
men, ‘councillors’ and informers, was 
demonstrated. A section of the crowd 
spotted an informer, cornered him, and 
after questioning, set on him and hiscar, 
beating him severely before Bishop 
Tutu, who was attending the funeral, in- 
tervened tosavehislife. His car was over- 
turned, set on flames, andthe blazing car 
attacked with hammers and sticks 

Earlier, the homes of two policemen 
were attacked by crowds of youth throw- 
ing stones. One policeman answered 
with live rounds of ammunition, killing 
continued on page 2 


dent Chadburn and to the fact that 
management are distributing member- 
ship forms at Notts pits. It seems likely 
that the Durham scabs union will affi- 
liate, but so far COSA, South Derby- 
shire and Leicestershire are undecided. 
The pre-conference CPGB miners’ 
caucus (McGahey and Bolton are lead- 
ing CPGB members) argued that the 
proposed rule changes were ‘divisive’ 
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Street 


With their hysterical treatment of 
the recent arrests and charging of 
Irish men and women accused of 
planning a bombing campaign in 
Britain, the police, the Press and 
British politicians have shown their 
usual contempt for truth and jus- 
tice. The apparent facts are these: 
that after making arrests in Glasgow 
on 22 June the police found a bomb 
in a London hotel on 23 June. Hav- 
ing made at least 22 arrests around 
the country the police subsequently 
charged 11 people on counts ranging 
from murder to withholding infor- 
mation. However, from these events 
a propaganda blaze was created and 
fuelled each day by sensational ‘re- 
velations’. The British lie machine 
worked overtime with stories about 
an IRA ‘blitz’ aimed at killing ‘hol- 
iday-makers, the Queen, children, 
American tourists’ etc. 

It is worth noting how these stories grew 
daily because this operation was master- 
minded by Sir Kenneth Newman, who 
learned to use the media for psych-ops 
whilst he was head of the RUC. 


22 June — Arrests made. 

23 June — Bomb found in Rubens Hotel. 
24 June — Police warn that bombs had 
been planted in 12 coastal resorts. Police 
searches begin. Nothing found. 

25 June —Police say bomb planted in 
Great Yarmouth to coincide with 
Queen’s visit there. Big search begins 
and continues for three days with sniffer 
dogs. 

26 June—Reports say that a package 
thought to be a bomb was found after 
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and should be shelved as a concession to 
the scabs. But despite the fact that 
South Wales delegates voted with the 
right wing areas against the rule 
changes, 75% of the delegates voted for 
them. An amendment which called for 
associate membership for the women 
fell by a single vote. Although Scargill, 
has since argued that a new category of 
‘honorary’ member can include them, 
the vote is a backward step and a 
rejection of*a unique opportunity to 
step outside the old patronising and 
sexist traditions. Importantly, the NUM 
sent solidarity greetings and the promise 
of financial assistance to black mine- 
workers in South Africa, who have just 
begun a strike, in gratitude for the 
solidarity sent by miners of the banned 
NUM in South Africa. 

Precisely at the time of the Notts split, 
the NCB is set to produce a new ‘Plan 
for Coal’ which aims to cut 30m tonnes 
of capacity over the next four years. 
Nearly half the cuts, will involve pits 
which are exhausted, but the remainder 
will be cut by closing pits designated by 
the NCB as ‘uneconomic’, although the 
reserves are substantial. The cuts could 
continued on page 6 
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ARMS FOR 
APARTHEID 


On Wednesday 10 July 5 men were found 
guilty of conspiring to smuggle military 
components into South Africa, in the Cov- 
entry arms trial. Despite describing the 
conspiracy as ‘a protracted defiance’ of 
the law and ‘an extensive profitable and 
well-organised operation’ Judge Mars 
Jones handed out remarkably lenient sen- 
tences. Michael Gardiner got 15 months’ 
imprisonment and £100,000; Derek Salt 10 
months and £25,000; Malcolm Bird and 
Michael Swann 3 months (2 months sus- 
pended) each; Henry Coles was fined 
£2,500. 

The five were part of an international 
plot involving British firms such as the 
Dowty Group to smuggle military equip- 
ment to South Africa: spare parts for (Brit- 
ish-supplied) Buccaneer bombers; high 
technology components for guided mis- 
siles; and artillery gun sight gears 
amongst others. Four South Africans in- 
volved in the plot were allowed to return to 
South Africa on bail from the South Afri- 
can Embassy. Under orders from Botha, 
they have refused to return for trial. No 
action has been taken about this by the 
British government. 

The fines are chickenfeed and the sen- 
tences a more than acceptable risk con- 
sidering the vast profits made by British 
and US businesses in breaking the arms 
embargo. 

Terry O'Halloran 


STOP cand 
DEPORTATION 


White South African Andrew Sacks is 
threatened with deportation to South 
Africa. Andy Sacks is serving a 4 year 
sentence in Frankland prison in Dur- 
ham. Ifheis returned to South Africahe 
faces vicious retribution from the apart- 
heid regime. 

In 1968 Andrew Sacks appeared in 
the infamous Prisons Trial when Rand 
Daily Mail journalists were put on trial 
for exposing torture and brutality in 
South African prisons. Sacks, as an ex- 
prisoner, gave detailed evidence con- 
firming the Rand Daily Mail stories. For 
this he was charged with perjury and 
theft —the theft refers to a document 
which went missing during the trial. 
These charges are political charges, an 
act of vengeance by the regime against 
Sacks. Sacks fled South Africa and has 
lived in Britain ever since. Now he is 
threatened with deportation. 

FRFI urges all readers to protest 
immediately to the Home Office and 
demand that Andy Sacks be allowed to 
stay. Messages of solidarity to Andy 
would also be greatly appreciated. 
Addresses: Home Office, Queen Annes 
Gate, London, SW1; Andrew Sacks, 
G57898, HMP Frankland, Brasside, 
Durham. 

Terry O'Halloran 


NO SANCTIONS, 
NO SHAME 


‘It would lead to job losses. We 
would lose our influence to reform. 
They wouldhurt ourbusinesses more 
than apartheid. Reaction would be 
strengthened...” 


In the UN, the EEC, the Commonwealth, 
OPEC, any international forum where gov- 
emments gather just two solitary repre- 
sentatives will vote against sanctions 
being imposed on South Africa: those of 
Britain and the USA, the two biggest for- 
eign investors in black southern African 
labour. Session after session, vote after 
vote, each offers the other the same alibi: 


‘Of course we oppose apartheid, but 
we must stay in South Africa to 
reform it.’ 


At the UN in June whilst supporting reso- 
lutions’ condemning the South African 

incursion in Cabinda, Angola and the mur- 

derous invasion of Gaberone, Botswana, 

Britain and the US abstained on a call for) 
sanctions to force South Africa to imple- 
ment Resolution 435 on independence in 

Namibia. 

Shame is a small price to pay for their 
profits. The villain unpunished will be 
encouraged in its crimes until we do what 
the black people of South Africa demand 
of us and force the British government, on 
pain of revolt, to support sanctions. 
Trevor Rayne 


SOUTH AFRICA 


9 August — International day of solidarity with 
women of Southern Africa 


Honour the 


WOMEN 


Remember all our women in the jails, 

Remember all our women in campaigns, 

Remember all our women over many fighting years, 

Remember all our women for their triumphs, and for their tears. 


Day, to pay tribute to the fighting 


are in the forefront of every aspec’ 


justice. 
In the words of Winnie Mandela, 


‘When we shall bring about the liber- 
ation of this land, the women will be 
in the forefront, emerging not only as 
martyrs... [but] as one of the great- 
est weapons, the greatest instruments 
of liberation.’ 


Women’s resistance 


9 August marked an important stage in 
the lengthy struggle against the pass 
laws, started in 1913. It was on this day 
that 20,000 women from all over South 
Africa, mgbilised by the Federation of 
South African Women, surmounted 
enormous obstacles to gather outside 
the Union Buildings in Pretoria. They 
then handed in thousands of petitions, 
protesting at the decision to extend the 
hated pass laws to black women. Resist- 
ance continued despite severe punish- 
ment such as brutal beatings. Women 
burned pass books and gave themselves 
up for arrest in their hundreds, stretch- 
ing prisons and police cells to breaking 
point! Although the passlaws wereeven- 


(From ‘Women’s Day Song’) 


Since 1956, 9 August has been designated as South African Women’s 
black women of South Africa who 
t of the struggle for freedom and 


tually forced on black women, their 
high degree of organisation and mili- 
tancy inspired and spurred on millions 
in the struggle. 


Triple oppression 


Black women in South Africa and 
Namibia suffer under the triple yoke of 
oppression — because they are women, 
they are black and they are workers. 
Under apartheid, where the role of 
black people is to provide a pool of 
cheap labour, women, old people, child- 
ren and the sick are considered to be 
‘superfluous appendages’ of the labour- 
force, and as such to be dumped in the 
bantustans. There are already over 5m 
women living in the bantustans, living in 
extreme poverty. In the Transkei, out of 
every 1,000 babies born, 282 die in their 
first year of their lives from malnutri- 
tion. 

Very few women have the ‘right’ to 
live in the urban areas, and even if they 
do they are separated from their hus- 
bands and families. As domestic ser- 
vants and nannies, they can bring up 


Puppets installed 


The Multi-Party Conference 


‘transitional government of national 


unity’ came into being on 17 June. Botha appointed each of the 8 
ministers and 67 Assembly members. There were no elections; Botha 
knew that SWAPO would win hands down. The new Cabinet minis- 
ters will get paid £30,000 a year (average income in Namibia is £80 a 
year) for forming their anti-SWAPO regime. SWAPO’s defiant rally in 
Katatura township was smashed up by the Koevoet military police 
who used armoured vehicles, rubber bullets and tear gas to disperse 


the 6,000 crowd. 

The MPC puppets inherit an economy in 
shambles because it has been sucked dry 
by imperialism. Gross domestic product 
has declined for 5 of the last 6 years. The 
puppets will havenocontrolover foreign 
affairs or defence, which remain in Pre- 
toria’s grip. There are at least 40,000 
troops in the northern border region, 
and once again the racists have invaded 
Angola. The war costs Pretoria £450,000 
a day. 

5 Tory MPsattended the inauguration 
ceremony for Botha’s puppets — expen- 
ses paid by South Africa. Britain refuses 
to endorse the Commonwealth state- 
ment demanding sanctions until there 
are free elections in Namibia. Foreign 
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe told 
SWAPO President Dr Sam Nujomathat 
sanctions would not be effective, and 
Britain will talk with the puppet regime. 
British imperialism is denying anegotiat- 
ed democracy for the Namibian people, 
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and it is Britain as much as South Africa 
which is responsible for their sufferings. 


Andy Goddard 


NYATI JOHN 
POKELA 


FRFlleamedwithsadness of thedeath 
of comrade Nyati John Pokela in hos- 
pital in Zimbabwe on the weekend of 
30 June/i July. 

Comrade Pokela was the chairper- 
son of the Central Committee of the 
Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC) and a 
founder member of the PAC. He spent 
13 years incarcerated in the notorious 
Robben Island. Following his release 
in 1980 he joined the PAC’s external 
headquarters in Dar es Salaam. 

FRFI sends its condolences to the 


family, friends and comrades of com- 
rade Pokela, a lifelong fighter against 
apartheid. 


white children but not their own. Yet 
hundreds of thousands of women defy 
apartheid laws to live and work in the 
urban areas, and therefore suffer con- 
tinuous harassment and risk arrest and 
imprisonment. During 1984 3,415 child- 
ren were imprisoned with their mothers 
under the pass laws. 

Black women are central to the fierce 
resistance to forced removals. Their ten- 
acity and incredible courage is epitom- 
ised by the Crossroads Squatter camp, 
where 73% of the inhabitants are 
women. Set up by women who have no 
rights to live in the Cape Town area, 
women are in the front line, refusing to 
give in to armed police thugs with their 
dogs, teargas, bullets and bulldozers. 


Women political prisoners 


With increased participation in the 
struggle against apartheid, the number 
of women held in indefinite detention 
without trial, in solitary confinement 
and long terms of imprisonment has in- 
creased. Very little information is avail- 
able about the conditions under which 
women political prisoners are held, but 
the accounts of released women speak 
of horrific torture and prison conditions 
even worse than those of their male 
comrades. Very few letters are allowed 
through, and hardly any visitors. In 
protest at these appalling conditions, 
women have staged hunger strikes and 
other boycotts, at great cost. Periods of 
solitary confinement of 2 years are not 
uncommon. 

Apart from the women political pris- 
oners there are many political activists 
who are continually persecuted, banned 
and placed under house-arrest. Women 
like Winnie Mandela, Dr Mamphela 
Ramphele, Helen Joseph and many, 
many more. Albertina Sisulu is on trial 
for High Treason with many other UDF 
leaders and activists. Fight Racism! 
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six people. This only encouraged the 
youth to renewed attacks until a local 
clergyman succeeded in dissuadingthem 
from what he called suicide but what the 
youth saw as anecessary sacrifice for the 
majority to attain their freedom. 
Similar scenes of murder, followed by 
renewed mobilisation of the people have 
taken place throughout the black town- 
ships—in Kwa Thema, in Ikageng, in 
Steynsberg, and in Hawick, Natal. 


Apartheid death squads 


Just as in Central America, the Philip- 
pines and in Ireland, the use of official 
and unofficial terror ‘death-squads’ has 
clearly been given the green light by the 
apartheid regime to try to crush the 
popular upsurge in the struggle. Disap- 
pearances and unexplained deaths 
occur almost daily. UDF and COSAS 
activists are key targets for this 
terrorism; their homes are petrol 
bombed, their movements watched. 
Police don’t respond to calls when these 
incidents take place and later deny all 
knowledge. Aside from the 274 people 
due to appear in court in July alone on 
political charges, many others have 
disappeared; some later found dead, 
others still unaccounted for. On 5 Julya 
13 year old boy was killed in police 
custody in Cape Town. He had never 
been charged. Two white women, who 
made a protest at the Government 
offices in Pretoria were arrested and 
charged. 

Most sinister of all, on 23 June, three 
days before the murders of the COSAS 
youth in Duduza, a hit list was reported 
by agroup of activists who had captured 
an assassin following the murder of a 
youth activist. The assassin told them 
that the hit list had been drawn up by 
police and businessmen in the township. 
It included the names of COSAS 
leaders, one of whom was seriously in- 
jured in the explosions which killed the 
four students only three days later. He 
has since disappeared along with the 
friend who set off to drive him to hos- 
pital on the night of the murders. 

Similar explosions took place killing 
activists ‘wanted’ by police on Tsakane 
and in KwaThema, all in the East Rand. 
Another hit list, naming Bishop Tutu 


Fight Imperialism! salutes all these _ 
women who are sacrificing everything 
for the struggle. We remember all those 
who have been killed in police detention 
and those murdered by apartheid terror- 
ism —Ruth First, Jeanette and Katryn 
Schoon, Jabu Nzima. We urge all our 
readers to write to the ANC Women’s 
Section, PO Box 38, 28 Penton Street, 
London Ni 9PR, to find out more 
about material and other assistance we 
can provide. 

The women of South Africa have a 
message for the boers: 
Wathint’ abafizi 
Wathint’ imbokodo, 
Uzokufa! 


—Now you have touched the women, 
you have struck a rock, you have dis- 
lodged a boulder, you will be crushed! 


Ruby Khan 
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BRITISH BANKS 
FUND APARTHEID 


On 3 July End Loans To South Africa 
(ELTSA) published its latest report analys- 
ing all known loans to South Africa in the 
period June 1982 to December 1984. The 
report reveals the full extent of British 
banks’ collaboration with apartheid. 

Out of a total of $4,244 million worth of 
loans, British financial institutions provid- 
ed $1,958 million — a massive 46% of all 
such loans. One British bloodsucker 
alone, merchant bank Hill Samuel, provi 
ded $1,400 million — being the largest sin: 
gle lender to apartheid. Two other British 
banks appear in the top 20: Hambros ($84 
million) and Schroder Wagg ($799 million) 

This money poured into South Afric 
finances military spending, the illega 
occupation of Namibia; sanctions bust 
ing; and the internal terror apparatus 
Who can now dispute that British imper 
jalism is, indeed, the major world backe: 
of the racist apartheid state? 

Terry O’Halloran 


and other leaders of non-violent protes 
in South Africa, has also been uncoy 
ered. This one was drawn up by “ty 
coons’, Such lists can only be compile 
and acted on with the aid of apartheid’ 
stooges —which explains the people” 
actions in attacking and revengin 
themselves upon black policemen 
businessmen and councillors. Police 
masked or in balaclavas, attack peop’ 
in their homes, at funerals, in & 
street —masked police jeer and sing < 
mothers prepare their sons for burial. 


Umkhonto we Sizwe — Spear o 
the Nation 


The peoples’ resistance and anger hi 
been matched by a rise in armed actios 
against the regime. The ability of Ur 
khonto to mount over 13 armed attac! 
in the six weeks of late May and Jui 
proves that the struggle is generat 
from within South Africa itself, and 
rooted in the popular struggle for fre 
dom and justice. Umkhonto has su 
cessfully attacked police and SAI 
bases, power stations, fuel depots, 
water pipeline, the Ntaalia Devele 
ment Board and, on the day of Andr 
Raditsela’s funeral, successfully carri 
out a daring attack on the Commissi¢ 
ers Court and the Court Messeng 
offices. 

Hand in hand with the upsurge of ' 
black mineworkers struggle for dec: 
pay and conditions, Umkhonto hasa 
successfully attacked the head offices 
Anglovaal and AngloAmerican —t 
after the sacking of at least 16, 
miners and their forced deportation 
the bantustans. The black South A 
can NUM members are successft 
organising more and more of the mix 
who produce more than 45% of ap 
theid’s overseas earnings. This is des} 
the murder of more than 26 by po 
this year alone for taking part in pee 
ful demonstrations. The miners h 
now decided by ballot on strike act 
throughout the gold, silver and pl 
num mines. 

Despite death squads, police ter 
detention, show trials and torture, 
youth, the workers and people of Se 
‘Africa are continuing to show the wi 
that they demand their freedom 
they demand it now! 


Maggie Mellon 
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Anti-Apartheid 
or Anti-Action? 


In the last month, whilst the struggle for liberation in Southern Africa 
has escalated yet again, the Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAM) in Brit- 
ain has poured as much energy into sectarian attacks on City of Lon- 
don Anti-Apartheid Group, its supporters and FRFI supporters, as it 
has on the struggle against apartheid. This is not an accident. It is 
part of a political campaign to ensure that the AAM remains under the 


control of the Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB) — 


in particu- 


lar its Morning Star wing — and the British Labour Party. 


The: Anti-Apartheid Movement has 
repeatedly claimed that it is a broad 
‘church’ which, it says, City Group aims 
to narrow. Yet its campaigning over the 
last month —both against City Group 
and against apartheid — has revealed the 
opposite. 


Sanctions against apartheid 


Both the June issue of Anti-Apartheid 
News and the Morning Star have recog- 
nised that Britain stands increasingly 
alone in its failure to impose sanctions. 
The Morning Star of 17 June admitted 
that ‘Even Reagan has taken stronger 
action than Britain against South Afri- 
ca...’. With the passing of the sanc- 
tions bill by an overwhelming majority 
in the US Senate on 11 July, Britain’s 
support for apartheid is ever more 
transparent. What neither newspaper 
chooses to examine is why Reagan has 
been forced onto the defensive on the 
question of apartheid, yet:Thatcher can 
get away with open support for the 
regime, 

The answer, of course, is not That- 
cher’s ‘stubbornness’ (4.4 News) or her 


_ allegiance to international capitalism 


(Morning Star), neither of which distin- 
guishes her from Reagan. The real issue 
is the pressure which has been put on 
Reagan by a broad anti-apartheid cam- 
paign in the USA led by black people 
who have campaigned for the last nine 
months, on the streets, outside the con- 
sulates, embassies, banks, and who 
have won the support of wide sections 
of the US population. We should com- 
pare this to what is happening in the 
‘broad church’ of the British AAM. 
Following the US example, the British 
AAMhas worked hard behind thescenes 
tointroducea 10-minute-rule Bill in Par- 
liament calling for sanctions, proposed 
by Richard Caborn MP—aleading mem- 
ber of the AAM. The AAM knows that 
this Bill does not stand a chance of being 
passed. What the British AAM ruled out 
—and what is a vital ingredient of the 
success in the USA —is that a campaign 
needs large numbers of people determin- 
ed enough to challenge collaboration 
with apartheid, in action. Without the 
campaign, Richard Caborn’s Bill is not 
even a pale shadow of its US counter- 
part. The British AAM does not want a 
campaign on the streets of Britain 
against colalboration with apartheid, 
nor does it want such a campaign to be 
led by those who would give it a deter- 
mined character. In reality the AAM’s 
‘church’ is not ‘broad’ but empty. 


The ‘annual demonstration’ 


At this year’s demonstration (we can 
hardly expect another) Neil Kinnock, 
leader of the British Labour Party, was 
given star billing: ‘the first leader of the 
opposition to speak at an AAM demon- 
stration since 1963’ (AA News) and 
“Yesterday’s major London demonstra- 
tion was a magnificent message to the 
racists and Thatcher alike. Neil Kin- 
nock’s commitment was welcome’ 
(Morning Star). But this year’s march 
was one third of the size of last year’s 
demonstration against Botha’s visit —a 
fact which neither the Morning Star nor 
AA News cares to tackle. For them the 
biggest coup was that Neil Kinnock 
graced the platform, despite the fact 


_ that every Labour leader since the Sec- 


ond World War has scabbed on the anti- 
apartheid struggle, and Neil’ Kinnock 


scabbed on the striking miners. The 
only other British political parties given 
speaking rights at the demonstration 
were the CPGB and a minor speaker 
from the Liberal Party Race Relations 
Committee. 

Having pinned their colours to Neil 'Z 3 
Kinnock, AA News remained silent z 
about who marched on the demonstra- 
tion, and the Morning Star resorted to 4 
lies: ‘[the demonstration] also included 3 
large numbers of student and trade 
union banners as well as those from 
Labour and Communist Party organ- 
isations’. In reality a march of less than 
25,000 people can hardly be said to 
show real commitment to the struggle 
against apartheid by either the trade 
unions, the Labour Party or the Com- 
munist Party. Despite all the appeals, 
exhortations and plain wishful thinking 
(‘All industrial and economic contacts 
with the apartheid state must be 
stopped. And that is in the power of 
British workers’ Morning Star) the Brit- 
ish trade union movement did not sup- 
port the demonstration. 


It is ironical that the 2 as shich 
would offer commitment & sopad 
anti-apartheid struggle in = uiry = 
not wanted by the AAM. quiry. "Scal 
Kinnock is unlikely to attract the = 
pressed, the unemployed, black people 
or homeless youth to such a demonstra- 
tion when he is so openly bidding for 
popularity amongst the middle classes 
and well-off workers by spitting on the 
struggles of the pggr. Even if the AAM 
can’t win these labour aristocrats away 
from their TVs and their Sunday lunch, 
it will bolt the door against black people 
and the oppressed and make do with an 
empty church. The AAM’s attacks dur- 
ing the last month on City Group, FRFI 
or indeed almost anyone showing signs 
of life, only prove this point. 


In Scotland —the Scottish AAM Com- 
mittee and Edinburgh AA Group (both 
CPGB dominated) viciously attacked 
FRFI comrades who joined a broad org- 
anising committee for a rally against 
apartheid (see separate report on this 
page). 

At the last Scottish AAM Committee, 
its Secretary John Nelson (CPGB) 
argued against the inclusion of Glasgow 
Anarchists in a campaign outside the 
South African consulate on the grounds 
that Glasgow Anarchists ‘would not be 
under our control’ — CPGB control that 
is. 


Group and indeed anyone who wanted 
to do anything. He attempted to take 
over the chair of the meeting, block all 
suggestions for activities and advised 
the meeting that the local group should 
not be formed until September because 
now is not the right time to form a local 
group! 

In Sheffield a motion by Sheffield Asian 
Youth Movement was blocked by Rich- 
ard Caborn (of Sanctions Bill fame) and 
Paul Blomfield (CPGB) on the grounds 
that alliances with anti-racist groups 
would dilute the anti-apartheid struggle! 


In London the AAM boycotted a meet- 
ing organised by radical publishers to 
discuss exporting books to South Africa 
—why?— because they weren’t consult- 
ed before the meeting was arranged (see 
separate report). 


And in South Africaareport appearedin 
a radical magazine called Work In Pro- 
gress attacking City of London Anti- 
Apartheid Group and the RCG, penned 
by an unnamed ‘London correspond- 
ent’. The areds, asisto beexpected, was 


On array 12/13 July City as were outside the South African Giotiseey in 
Trafalgar Square for a 24 hour picket — remembering the words of Denis Goldberg of the 


ANC, speaking at the National AAM demonstration on 16 June — 


‘Let that building there 


stand empty until an ambassador of all the people of South Africa will take up residence 


there!’. 

In Haringey, following a very successful 
party to celebrate 1 year since David Kit- 
son was released from apartheid prison 
and to mobilise for the national demon- 
stration, AAM leadership supporters 
packed the next meeting of the local 
group in order to attack the organisers 
of the party. After all, the party had 
raised more than £200 for anti-apart- 
heid funds and a great time had been 
had by all — including the black leader of 
the council, Bernie Grant. Dominic 
Tweedie, well known Morning Star 
sales organiser, led the sectarian attack. 
In Wakefield alocal member of the New 
Communist Party (closely allied to the 
Morning Star) attended the inaugural 
meeting of the local Anti-Apartheid 
Group in order to attack FRFI, City 


Edinburgh rally 


Over 200 people filled the Pleasance 
Theatre in Edinburgh on Friday 21 June to 
hear David Kitson, ex-political prisoner in 
South Africa, and many other speakers in- 
cluding Carol Brickley, convenor of City of 
London AA Group and member of FRFI 
Editorial Board. Unity, democracy against 
apartheid, racism and imperialism: these 
were the themes of the rally. 

The launch of the rally initiative and its 
organisation by a committee of FRFI, 
Peace campaigners, anarchists, Labour 
Party members and progressives caused 
a storm. The local AA group was the first 
to react. Despite notification of David 
Kitson’s agreement to speak at the rally 
and an invitation to join the open and 
democratic organising committee, this 
hermetic group of closet communists 
insisted on styling the rally an FRFURCG 
event and quickly worked out how best to 
scupper the event. Speakers and spon- 
sors — District Council, Chile Democra- 
tico, Ron Brown MP, Elanor McLaugh- 
lin—were approached with slander and 
insinuation. RAAPOC was ‘pretending to 
be the AAM’, was ‘an RCG front’. . 

Not until the last minute, though, did 
they withdraw their own speaker. This 
only after writing to David Kitson to query 
his credentials to speak without their say- 
so. In Glasgow, John Nelson of the Glas- 
gow AA Group and AA Scottish Commit- 
tee attacked both David Kitson and the 
RCG — the former as an alleged ‘expelled 
member’ of the ANC, us for being ‘highly 
disciplined’, supporting the struggle for 
Irish self-determination, and for daring to 


Party behaviour in the AAM. 

The rally was a great success. People 
came from the dole queue leaflettings; 
' from Labour Party branches; one group of 
school students travelled from Glasgow; 
the local SWP branch sent up to the plat- 
form a message of support and £5 
donation. 

Unfortunately the spite of those who 
dominate the local AA group motivated 
them to organise a reception for Dennis 
Goldberg at 48 hours notice — a fellow pri- 
soner with David Kitson for 20 years — on 
the same evening as the rally. The result? 
Only 20 people in a shabby back room of 
the Trades Council. 


The demonstration in Glasgow the next’ 


day was a miserable and insulting affair. 
Less than 500 marched through the quiet- 
est streets possible to a rally to hear: 1. 


The SNP call for British (?) troops to go out | 


to Southem Africa to ‘protect’ the 
Frontline States, 2. the Scottish Immi- 
grant Labour Council (tiny CP front) dec- 
lare that racism in Britain was NF slogans 
in council estates and 3. the STUC 
speaker patronisingly assert that the 
South African people are too oppressed 
to be properly organised. 

Those who involved themselves in the 
successful RAAPOC event are still toge- 
ther — some have joined the Edinburgh AA 
to make sure, as Carol Brickley of FRFI 
demanded at the Rally, that the Anti- 
Apartheid Movement is a people’s move- 
ment. 

Lorna, Maggie and Stuart- 


packed full of lies — not least of all that 
City Group employed ‘violent tactics’ at 
the last AGM (the boot was, surely, on 
the other foot?) and that the AAM asked 
City Group to call off its picket of the 
embassy (which even the AAM leader- 
ship has always denied). The AAM even 
has to peddle its filthy lies in South 
Africa. 

The AAM is truly the creature of the 
British Labour Party and the Commun- 
ist Party of Great Britain. Kinnock has 
devoted much of his time in the last 
month to attacking Arthur Scargill and 
Tony Benn for defending the NUM and 
the victimised and imprisoned miners. 
The irrevocably divided CPGB reunited 
temporarily to defeat motions at the 
PPPS (Morning Star) AGM calling for 


— 


APARTHEID | 
STINKS 


The Dragoon Suite of the Royal 
Horseguards Hotel in Whitehall 
stank when Dennis Worrall, apart- 
heid ambassador to Britain, sat down 
as guest of honour at a Foreign and 
Commonwealth Writers’ Association 
lunch on Wednesday 10 July. City AA 
activists, tipped off about this 
disgusting event, had got into the 
hotel and down to the reception itself. 
Just as the party sat down to lunch the 
Stink went up—stink bombs on the 
table, stink bombs in the drinks room, 
stink bombs in the hall! We held the 
dining room doors open and de- 
nounced the event: ‘While 260 in 
every 1,000 children in the Bantustans 
die of starvation you are sitting down 
in honour of their murderers! Release’ 
Nelson Mandela! Victory to the 
ANC!’ 

Worrall did not deny the charge of 
murder; Worrall sat in his seat while 
the stench of apartheid filled the 
room. Meanwhile a picket outside 
the hotel had already alerted the 
apartheid-loving writers that their 
guest of honour was exposed. They 
and Worrall had had to enter the 
hotel past the noisy and defiant picket 

—only to find that the picket was ir 
the hotel as well! 
City AA is not stuck outside the 
apartheid embassy when the apart- 
heid ambassador goes out to his 
friends. Apartheid-lovers peeks 
City AA is everywhere! 
Maggie Mellon 


free copies of the Morning Star to be 
sent to jailed miners, for a list of jailed 
miners to be printed weekly, and for 
support for Sinn Fein. Both sides are of 
course equally united in attacking anti- 
imperialists in the AAM. With such 
allies, the AAM is only too happy to 
devote its diminishing resources to a 
campaign against activists in its own 
movement. 

This unholy Triple Alliance is being 
challenged all round the country. Any- 
one who wants to take action against 
apartheid first of all has to challenge the 
manoeuvres, skulduggery and lies of the 
AAMleadership and its supporters. Un- 
fortunately for the AAM, City Group 
has not diminished but has grown from 
strength to strength. Its influence is 
growing because it takes its inspiration 
from the struggle being fought by the 
peoples of Southern Africa, not from the 
scabbing activities of the British Labour 
Party and CPGB. 


Carol Brickley 


Radical publishers 


criticise the Labour Party and Communist 


against apartheid 


Following GLAIR’s (Gays and Lesbians against Apartheid, Imper- 
ialism and Racism) exposure that Gay Men’s Press was exporting 
books to South Africa, 40 people attended a 6 July conférence organ- 
ised to discuss the export of ‘radical’ books to South Africa. The event 
was boycotted by the AAM Executive, who attacked the organisers 
for daring to call a conference without ‘prior consultation’, and 
demanded that it be ‘postponed’. The AAM’s refusal to participate 
allowed left publishers who export to South Africa — Gay Men’s Press, 
Zed, Verso, Pluto and others — to absent themselves. 


The majority of participants expressed 
anger that the AAM Executive refused 
| to take a lead on this question. City AA 
| and FRFI supporters argued that this 
was quite natural, given the AAM’s un- 
willingness to endorse anything which 
upsets its placid existence, and that the 
main reason for the AAM’s abdication 
of responsibility was that the issue was 
brought to the public’s attention by 
GLAIR, which includes supporters of 
City AA and FRFI. 

Significantly, there was one vocifer- 
ous defender of the AAM EC ~—a Euro 
‘Communist’ Party member Paud Heg- 
garty. Justifying GMP, he claimed that 
profit is regarded as a dirty word by 
many and that GMP was only earning 


| wages for its workets by its‘trade. He? 


also, astonishingly, argued that ‘we’ 
should circulate ‘ideas’ as widely as pos- 
sible in South Africa in order to ‘change 
attitudes’. 

These spurious defences for breaking 
sanctions were nailed effectively by 
many participants. Only arrogant imp- 
erialist chauvinism could argue that 

ur’ ‘ideas’ must be circulated among 
the black masses in South Africa. They 
are actually making a revolution, while 
in Britain there is hardly any effective 
campaigning against apartheid and 
British collaboration with it. It was 
agreed to organise a further conference 
to discuss a campaign to end the book 
trade with South Africa. 


Eddie Abrahams 
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FIGHT RACISM 
IN BRIEF 


@ Honeyford Out! The fight 
goes on... 


The campaign to rid Drummond Middle 
School of its racist headmaster Raymond 
Honeyford is under attack. While the 
Drummond Parents Action Group, sup- 
- ported by Bradford Council’s Labour 
Group, continues to demand Honeyford’s 
sacking, a four day enquiry by the 
school's governors has demanded his re- 
instatement. Four of the school governors 
boycotted the enquiry describing it as a 
‘charade’ when it refused to hear the 
views of parents and pupils at the school. 
The chief instigator of the campaign to 
defend racist teachers, and Honeyford in 
particular, is the National Union of Head 
Teachers. Terrified of the consequences 
for themselves should this racist be 
sacked, they have defended him through- 
out. They have threatened to sue Bradford 
Council for issuing a memo describing 
Honeyford as a ‘known racist’ and have 
gone to the High Court in an attempt to 
prevent his sacking. This latest move 
came the day before Honeyford was to 
face Mr Norman Rober, the assistant 
education director in charge of middle 
schools in Bradford, for a final settlement 
of the whole question. 


Jenefer Thomas 


@ Pedro Galleguillos Defence 
Campaign 


On Saturday 29 June, the Pedro Galle- | 


guillos Defence Campaign held a national 
demonstration and rally in Manchester to 
support Pedro's right to remain in Britain 
and be granted political asylum. Pedro is 


a 24 year old Chilean and an active oppo- | 


nent of the fascist Pinochet regime. Given 
the revival of death squad activity and 
repression in Chile, Pedro's deportation 


could mean his death. David Waddington, | 


Minister of State for the Home Office, is 
due to make a decision at any moment. 
Write to the Home Office, Queen Anne’s 
Gate, demanding Pedro's right to stay. 


@ Deportation could mean 
certain death for Ugandan 


The British state has total disregard for 
the lives of black people. Leon Brittan has 
decided to deport a Ugandan refugee Ms 
Rose Alaso and her son to Uganda des- 
pite the fact that her father, her brother, 
his wife and two children have already 
been killed by the fascist British backed 
Obote regime. Amnesty International 
recently issued a report cataloguing the 
most horrifying torture and barbarism 
which takes place under Obote, including 
starving prisoners to the extent they have 
to drink and eat their own urine and 
excreta to survive. British government 
declarations of ‘humanitarian’ and ‘com- 
passionate’ exercise of immigration laws 
are obscene camouflage for racist mur- 
der. 

The campaign can be contacted at 
Friends of Rose Alaso, Box W, 59 Cook- 
ridge Street, Leeds 2 

Donations should be madeto: Women’s 
campaign against deportations at the 
same address. - 


@ More racism in the name of 
sex equality 


The British government's determination to 
defend the racist immigration controls 
knows no bounds. Last month, the Euro- 
pean Court of Human Rights found Britain 
guilty of sex discrimination for refusing 
entry to husbands and fiances of women 
resident in Britain. In a pretence of 
complying with the ruling, Leon Brittan 
has announced he will tighten conditions 
for entry of wives and fiancees thus 
making the law apply equitably to both 
men and women. In changes to be laid 
before Parliament on 15 July, 17,000 
women areeach year to besubjected tothe 
same racist checks that apply to men. So 
outrageous is this move that even David 
Steel, Liberal leader, condemns it as 
‘equality of misery and discrimination’ 
while an SDP spokésman attacked the 
move as ‘a base attack on family life’. The 
Labour Party, while also condemning the 
proposed changes, has characteristically 
limited its ‘opposition’ to words alone. 


NEWHAM 7 
COURT VERDICT 


The trial of the Newham 7 ended on Friday 5 July. After 13 hours’ deli- 
beration, the jury found Parvaiz Khan, his brother Zafar, Mohammed 
Hanif and Bahadur Khan guilty of affray. The judge reserved sentence 
pending social reports. The four were however cleared of conspiracy 
to damage property and possession of offensive weapons. The 
remaining 3 of the Newham 7 defendants walked out to applause 
from their supporters, cleared of all charges. In line with the racist 
character of the entire trial, the judge fined three white racists, found 
guilty of common assault, £100 each and whitewashed their ’charac- 


ter’ saying: 


‘| accept that all three of you acted out of character, in a loss of tem- 
per in circumstances that were perhaps understandable.’ 


From the first day, the court and the 
police were determined to get convic- 
tions and criminalise black self-defence 
against racist attack. When the judge 
insisted that the 7 Asian defendants 
stand in the same dock as 3 white racists; 
when he rejected arguments that black 
people should be adequately represen- 
ted on the jury; when he refused to 
order an immediate investigation into 
the vicious assault on defendant Parvaiz 
Khan by 15 prison officers — there could 
be no doubt of his intentions. For the 
judge and the police, this was a trial not 
about self-defence but ‘gang warfare’. 
The police, along with the judge, 
spared nothing in their efforts to obtain 
convictions —lies, contradictions, half- 
truths and judge’s interruptions were 
characteristics of the trial. Indeed one 
of the counsels for the defence, Mr Rudy 
Narayan, at one point refused to con- 
tinue questioning Detective Sergeant 
Gillie, saying he was objecting ‘as a 
senior practitioner to the way a judge 
interrupts my cross-examination in this 
manner’. The judge was merely attempt- 
ing to protect the police from too much 
exposure! A main police witness, under 


cross-examination, broke down and 
confessed she was a police agent. Maria 
Isen who worked in a Newham Wimpey 


ORGANISING AGAINST 
DEPORTATIONS 


On 9 June, a GLC conference against 
deportations was held in County Hall, 
London. The organising committee was 
set up by the GLC’s anti-deportation 
group together with the Migrant 
Resource Centre, Migrant Action 
Group, Campaign Against Racist Laws 
(CARL) and the British Council for Refu- 
"gees. Jeremy Corbyn MP and Ken Liv- 
ingstone also attended and spoke. But 
what was really promising was that over 
200 people attended including nearly 50 
representatives of campaigns from all 
over the country. 

Those present showed a new mood of 
determination to fight deportations and 
the immigration laws with a broad cam- 
paign based on democratic rights and 
outside the control of local or central 
government bodies. It was felt that indi- 
vidual campaigns must link up to create 
anew political force in the country. This 
is not just so that technical and legal 
advice may be quickly and easily 
passed on as soon as it is needed, 


Bar was recruited some time before the 
arrest of the 7—not to gather informa- 
tion about numerous racist attacks, but 
to spy on the local Asian youth. During 
her testimony, she also admitted to hav- 
ing to ‘refresh’ her memory with her 
police contact before the trial in order to 
recall the names of the Asian defendants 
she had ‘identified’ from photographs. 
This was only the starkest example of 
police operations to undermine and cri- 
minalise black self-defence. There were 
numerous others exposed during the 
trial. : 
Determined to ‘nail’ the Asian youth 
was one DC Bonzuzyk from Forest Gate 
Police Station. He identified Zafar and 
Parvaiz Khan as ‘elements in the com- 
munity out to stir up trouble.’ Police 
officers could not however agree which 
of the two had ‘admitted’ that pieces of 
wood in their car were needed in case of 
figé >. PC Andrew Stanner ascribed 
this'd fromsancy to the fact that ‘they 
look... <€ alike, they are brothers’! Yet 
one has a bushy ‘Afro’ haircut and a 
moustache with a slight build, the other 
has short hair with blond streaks and no 
facial hair! The catalogue of such inci- 


Swann Report 


RACISM IN EDUCATION 


The Report of the Committee of Enquiry into the Education of Children from Ethnic Minority Groups. 


HMSO Bookshops. £24 


Considering that it took over six years to produce this heavy volume 
weighing over a kilo, it is a remarkably empty vessel. It does not once 
use the word ‘racism’ but speaks of ‘that most pernicious form of 


negative prejudice in our society’. 
Educationalists, teachers, magistrates, — 
psychologists and workers in the race 
relations industry all helped to produce 
the report, but how many pupils and 
parents were involved is not made clear. 

What they. have produced is a state- 
ment of wishful thinking that they have 
plucked out of the air of institution- 
alised racism. As the Times Educational 
Supplement headline put it, ‘Swann 
asks schools to help change attitudes’. It 
states, ‘The education of the Nation’s 
children is a matter of profound impor- 
tance, and the hopes and expectations 
of parents, children and minority com- 
munities are, or should be, crucial con- 
siderations in their own right.’ 

Beautiful words and pious hopes in a 
period of all-round attack on working 
class living standards, cuts in the 
education budget and social services 
and rising youth unemployment. 

Achievement and under-achievement 
are looked at closely. These are a few of 
the many statistics in the report. 


@ In all CSE and GCE O Level 
exams, 6% of West Indians obtained 5 
or more higher grades compared with 
17% of Asians and 19% of all other 
leavers. 

@ At A Level 5% got one or more 
passes compared with 13% Asians and 
13% other leavers. 

© 1% of West Indians went to univer- 
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sity compared with 4% of Asians and 
4% others. 


The committee concluded that IQ is not 
a significant factor sin underachieve- 
ment, and says, ‘The often quoted gap 
between West Indian and white IQ 
scores is sharply reduced when account 
is taken of socio-economic factors’ 
(class). But in addition to the old truth 
that working class children achieve less 
than those of the middle class, the 
report detects an ‘element of social and 
economic deprivation over and above 
that of the white majority’ that is exper- 
ienced by all the minorities looked at by 
Swann, the Chinese, Italian, Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot, Vietnamese, Travel- 
lers and Liverpool black. Lord Swann’s 
committee cannot bring itself to use the 
word but it is called racism. 

The report puts forward multi-cultur- 
alism as the desirable way to integrate 
minority children. What the report does 
not say is that racism and racist attitudes 
must be fought within the education 
system. A truly anti-racist curriculum 
would place democratic rights at its cen- 
tre. School students would learn the 
importance of fighting against the 
deportation threats that hang over the 
heads of so many of their fellow pupils. 
For surely, while 50 black people a week 
are deported from Britain, the immigra- 
tion laws must be a major threat to the 


peace of mind and educational achieve- 
ment of thousands of schoolchildren. 


As well as this, the decision as to 
whether communities and individuals 
choose to see themselves as Black British 
or as a national minority should be the 
right of those involved. 


The police, whose record as racists 
stands revealed for all to see, would be 
kept out of schools. Students would 
mobilise protests against police harass- 
ment out of school also. Racist and fas- 
cist teachers and pupils would beisolated 
and ejected from the school community. 


British responsibility for maintaining 
the South African racist regime would be 


of central concern and schools would be | 


effective anti-apartheid areas. In the 
same way the role of British imperialism 
in creating the oppressed nations, 
hunger and poverty of the world would 
be acknowledged within history and geo- 
graphy studies. 

Nevertheless, the tone of this report, 
its concern ‘primarily to change behav- 
iour and attitudes’ is an advance on the 
brutal racist supremacy of British 
schools in previous years. The recogni- 
tion that ‘Britain is a multi-racial and 


multi-cultural society and all pupils : 


must be enabled to understand what this 
means’ is a useful statement. It comes 
from a prestigious committee and gives 
support to what anti-racist teachers and 
parents have been victimised for saying 
for years. 


Susan Davidson 


although it is very important to esta 
lish such a network of support. It we 
also felt that the anti-deportation mov 
ment should be built in the communitk 
and reflect working class involvemen 
The principles of such a campak 
would be clear, it would be an activi 
campaign against all immigration ar 
internal controls, ‘because they 2 
racist, sexist, anti-working class at 
deprive people of their human rights- 
Clearly, any individuals or organis 
tions that can support these basic pri 
ciples should be encouraged to he 
build such a campaign. This conferem 
represented the silent voices and u 
known names of the 50 black peop 
who are deported from Britain eve 
week. It is our task to make the ca’ 
paign a living, fighting reality. Fig 
Racism! Fight Imperialism! will | 
adding its energies to ensure that t 
hopes of the 9 June conference becon 
a living force, a mass campaign to pu: 
this racist, inhuman legislation off t 
law books of Tory and Labour admi 
strations alike. 
Ken Hughes 


dents appeared endless. Some pol 
officers claimed there were 50-60 Asi: 
‘marching like an army’ to attack | 
racist pub from which attacks are o 
aniséed. Others claimed only 15-20. M 
police claimed there were no white r 
- ists in the incident in April 1984 outs 
the pub which led to the seven’s arre 
Some however stated there were eq 
numbers of Asians and whites. 

Lies, distortions, contradictions w 
not sufficient for the police. Jan 
Wood, a counsel for the defence, ¢ 
covered PC Mark Enoch rifling defer 
files during a lunch break while his ¢ 
league PC Paul Kemp kept guard. T! 
suffered no reprimand or censure 
this gross interference in the course 
justice! 

Outside the Old Bailey the police k 
up their constant attacks on pickets © 
anised by the Newham 7 Defence Cz 
paign. In the most serious attack, 
Wednesday 3 July, the police arres 
21 people after picketers refused to ¢ 
perse from their planned 12 hour vi 
A young black woman assaulted by 
police has since been herself char 
with assaulting them! 

Black people and anti-racists | 
scornfully dismiss the post trial st 
ment by Newham police Comman 
Jones that: 


‘The police performance in deal 
. with racial incidents means that 
residents of Newham do not neec 
take the law into their own hands 


The evidence of the trial itself, 

assaults on the pickets, the mount 
and vicious racist attacks in Newh 
and police collusion in these proves t 
black self-defence is not only not 
| offence, it is a necessity. 


Keinde Olawale 


APARTHEID IN 
MANCHESTER 


Chief Inspector John Clinton f 
openly admitted to operating a s 
tem of apartheid in the middle cl: 
suburb of Manchester — Wilmslov 


Speaking at a local parish cou 

meeting he said that police picked 
| black people and those with Sca 
| accents. He went on to say that: 


| §Wedo not have black people livin 
the town, so it is obvious they 
strangers .. . there is nothing in Wi 
slow to attract people from Moss § 
except houses’ 


What about black people with friend 
Wilmslow? Black people who wan 
travel through Wilmslow? Is it by c 
cidence that Wilmslow Rugby club 
planning a tour of South Africa? TI 
have already been many protests aga 
this racist by MPs, the NCCL, 
churches, (churches in Moss Side h 
organised coaches of black people t« 
to Wilmslow) and others. There wil 
more. 


Chris Fraser 


URGENT! URGENT! 
URGENT... 


We need money urgently to pay for our work in support of prisoners. 

We send FRFI to 154 prisoners in England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland (Six Counties 

and Twenty-Six Counties), USA, Netherlands and Italy. This costs well over £500 a 

year. ‘ 

The Thatcher government has hundreds of millions of pounds to spend on building 

more prisons to lock up working class and oppressed people. Only you can make 

sure that we can carry on sending our political material to prisoners and so put up 

resistance to ruling class repression. 

© Pay for a subscription to FRFI for a prisoner 

© Pay for a book for a prisoner 

@ Send a regular monthly donation 

_| Donations, cheques/POs (payable to Larkin Publications) should be sent to: 
FRFI, BCM Box 5909, London WC1N 3XX 


visit, Eusif had three fits in the visiting 
room andthe visit had to be ended. Yet 
he was returned to an exrement- 


EUSIF RYAN 


We reported on the death of black 
prisoner Eusif Ryan in FRFI 50. smeared punishment cell where he 
Since then more information has was found dead the following morn- 
emerged. Eusif Ryan was found i 
dead in his punishment block cell 
on 28 May in Wandsworth prison. 
According to prisoners, he had fre- 
quent fits which were ignored by 
the prison staff. The latest informa- 


FRFI is determined to continue 
collecting and publishing informa- 
tion on Eusif Ryan’s death. We 
appeal to all prisoners who have rel- 
evant information to pass it on tous 


tion which has come to -FRFI 
reveals that on 27 May, during a 


as soon as possible. 
Terry O’Halloran 


WOMEN FIGHT 
BACK IN 


HOLLOWAY GAOL 


Last month 43 women in Holloway s 


muggled out a petition and letters 


detailing the increasing violence and repression against prisoners 
occurring daily in the prison. The petition is calling for an enquiry into 


the brutal treatment suffered by an 


18 year old, Jacqueline Bestwick 


who was forcibly dragged by 8 prison officers (POs) in riot gear with 


shields from the remand wing to the 


convicted prisoners wing. Prison- 


ers who saw this incident at lunchtime on Saturday 15 June say that 
she was badly beaten up in the process, was covered in bruises and 
had a black eye. She was forcibly stripped by the officers in her cell. 


The organisation, Women in Prison, 
was contacted by a woman PO at Hollo- 
way who said that Jacqueline ‘had been 
badly beaten up by male Prison Offi- 
cers.’ The Home Office has denied this, 
but women in Holloway have said that 
male POs are being used with increasing 
frequency against the women. 

In response to this attack, one of 
many in the last few months, 26 women 
began a protest. They smashed up furni- 
ture and fittings in one room and barri- 
caded themselves in dormitories. One 
woman was forcibly removed from her 
cell when she barricaded herself in and 
the next day women threw lighted sheets 
out of the dormitory windows and the 
fire brigade had to be called in. 

The smuggled letters give details of 
continual brutality and repression. 
Women are being locked up 24 hours a 
day for months on end with association 
allowed only once a week. A young 
woman was seen in her cell with chunks 
of her hair missing and her face bruised 
and puffy. She shouted to prisoners that 
she had been beaten up. 

More information this month has fur- 
ther exposed the barbaric conditions in 
C1 wing, the so-called psychiatric wing 
at Holloway (see FRFI 50)..A report by 
two MPs describes low levels of daylight 
in the cells, no daylight in the corridors 
and communal areas, depressing and 
claustrophobic atmosphere, drab col- 
ours and low ceilings. Charles Irving 
MP said that the wing was ‘...the 
greatest disaster in the last 100 years in 
prison design...’. 

‘The London Programme’ (London 
Weekend TV) on 28 June was devoted 
to an exposure of C1. They interviewed 
Dr John Wilkins who was a psychiatrist 
at Holloway from 1982 to 1985. He said 
of the wing that it ‘...provoked self 
mutilation, aggression and violence...” 
and is ‘one’s idea of bedlam.. . hellis an 
adequate description...’ He describes 
the cells as unhygienic and filthy. He 
told of a case when he saw a woman 


hanging in her cell but was not allowed 
to go and help her until the POs arrived 
and said that women are punished for 
self mutilation by putting them in strip 
cells which, he said, made the incidence 
of self mutilation far more likely. 


Women who had formerly been held 
in Holloway told of the very distressing 
screams and cries of womenin C1. Carol 
Strang, former prisoner, slept with her 
radio on to hide the noise. A north Lon- 
don teacher described how on her first 
night in Holloway she was put in Clina 
punishment cell where the mattress was 
covered in menstrual blood. She was 
given Largactyl twice a day and began 
‘hallucinating’ , hearing noises’ and ‘lost 
track of reality’. She says that when she 
went to Holloway she was ‘95% alright 
..-in C Wing I went completely raving 
mad.. .it took months to make a recov- 
ery.’ 

75 per cent of prisoners in Holloway 
are on remand and after trial 30% are 
given bail, 20% go to hospital, 30% are 
dismissed and only 20% are imprisoned, 
as one doctor says, because they are ‘not 
suitable for treatment.” 

Dr Wilkins warned that unless action 
is taken on C1 there will be ‘a dramatic 
increase in self mutilation . ..’ that this 
is not a passing epidemic as the Home 
Office maintains, but a daily, regular 
occurrence. 

The women in Holloway have also 
warned of further protests against the 
brutality in the prison. ‘In one of their 
letters they say‘... Thismust bestopped 
before another ‘‘Winson Green”’ tra- 
gedy arises when an inmate was found in 
a locked cell, beaten to death...” we 
*.,.demand an immediate inquiry...” 
we ‘...will not be held responsible for 
our further subversive action...’ 


Close down Ci Wing 
Victory to the women in 
Holloway prison 


Alexa Byrne 


PRISONERS 


Prison 
moe ea ths 


Three recent deaths in British prisons expose once again the criminal 
negligence that passes for medical care; a brutal disregard for prison- 
ers’ lives; and the lethal consequences of Leon Brittan’s parole poli- 


cies. 


Brixton deaths 

On Wednesday 3 July two inquests were 
heard at Southwark Coroner’s Court 
into deaths in Brixton prison. They were 
presided over by Dr David Vernon For- 
ster. This man displayed complete con- 
tempt for the rights of prisoners. With 
his bizarre facial gestures, his snapping 
jaws and his constantly flapping arms, 
Forster resembled some malignant fly- 
ing creature hovering over corpses. 


Patrick Joseph O’Neill 

On 13 May Irish prisoner Patrick 
O’Neill was found hanged in his cell by 
his cellmate Bernard Smith. At the in- 
quest Bernard testified that O’Neill had 
told him and the prison doctor that he 
intended to commit suicide. The doctor 
replied, said Smith, ‘Anyone who says 
that doesn’t do it.’ O’Neill’s clearly 
stated intention to commit suicide was 
ignored. And so he hanged himself. 
Coroner Forster treated Smith’s evi- 
dence with insult, saying that Smith was 
‘hardly a master of articulation’ and ig- 
nored it in his summing up. Forster ‘for- 
got’ to remind the jury about Smith’s 
crucial evidence that Brixton prison 
doctor had been told of O’Neill’s inten- 


tion to kill himself and did nothing 
about it. The verdict was suicide. No 
doubt Forster thought this was good 
enough for Patrick O’Neill who was 
doubly damned being not only a priso- 
ner but also Irish. 


Keith Hicks 

The next case was Keith Hicks who died 
in status epilepticus in his Brixton hospi- 
tal wing bed on the night of 12/13 
March. Keith Hicks had been epileptic 
since the age of 17. He was 38 when he 
died. In January he became seriously ill 
from recurrent epileptic seizures and 
was rushed to Kings College Hospital 
close to death. 

Even at the inquest, more than six 
months after this episode, prison medi- 
cal staff claimed that the January inci- 
dent was caused by bleeding in the brain 


and not epilepsy. This was despite the- 


hospital’s clear diagnosis that Hicks had 
suffered from recurrent seizures. On his 
return to Brixton he should have been 
under close medical supervision and any 
recurrence of seizures should have 
received immediate attention. In fact he 
was allowed to die. 


In March Hicks began to have more 
fits. Yet no blood tests were taken to 
ensure that he had the required level of 
Phenytoin —an anti-convulsant drug — 
in his blood. Examination of his body 
showed that his Phenytoin level had fal- 
len to 5mg per litre of plasma whereas, 
according to Dr Peter Fenwick, the ther- 
apeutic level for this drug is 10-20mg per 
litre. In fact, Mrs Dorothy Hicks, Keith’s 
mother, testified that Keith had told her 
that he was not receiving any treatment 
for his epilepsy in the period leading up 
to his death. The prison staff claimed 
that he was observed every 15 minutes 
on the night of 12/13 March. Yet they 
managed not to notice that he was dead 
until lam on 13 March. 


Forster’s contribution to the pursuit 
of truth was to interrupt repeatedly 
Edward Fitzgerald’s questioning of wit- 
nesses; to refuse four times to allow vital 
medical notes to be produced or impor- 
tant witnesses to be called; and, in his 
summing up, to refuse to allow the jury 
to consider a lack of care verdict. When 
Edward Fitzgerald, representing the 
family, tried to suggest that lack of care 
should be put to the jury, Forster abus- 
ively shouted at him to sit and be silent. 
The verdict was misadventure. 


Maidstone: Colin Davies 

On 16 June Colin Davies killed himself 
in Maidstone prison. He had just been 
informed that, as a result of Leon Brit- 
tan’s attack on parole rights, he would 
not be eligible for parole for many years. 
So Colin Davies hanged himself. He is 
the second known victim of Brittan’s 
vindictive policy. Both deaths are the 
responsibility of Leon Brittan. 


Terry O’Halloran 


PETER 
WARDLAW 
BEATS 
CONTROL UNIT 


At Peterhead Scottish political prisoner 
Peter Wardlaw has beaten 16 months of 
arbitrary political victimisation under 
Scots Rule 36 (‘Good Order and Discip- 
line’). Half this time he has spent in the 
official punishment block, the rest in B- 
Hall struggling against the stifling control 
unit regime, and going on ‘no work’ pro- 
test until let back into ‘normal’ circulation 
on 30 April. The prison had attempted to 
break his resistance by restricting his cor- 
to one lettera week and mak- 
ing recreation impossible. They have 
failed. 
Peter describes the mood now in the 
main prison: 
‘People just don’t like this place any 
more. Not that they ever really liked it 
...There is hardly any aspect of it 
which isn’t grumbled about now. The 
punishment is permanently full, half 
with long stays, the other half a regular 
turnover of petty offences. At the wider 
level there is less and less opportunity 
for the State to offer the prospect of an 
early lib for some and their carrot halls 
are now beginning to bottleneck. It’s all 
building up for the next bout of 
troubles.” 


Underlining the importance of solidarity 
action, he told FRFI: 


‘The move back was a wee bit of a vic- 
tory as they weren’t too keen on letting 
me out again. Obviously it goes right 
back to the first bit of outside support, 
among other things, which your organi- 
sation initiated and | thank you all for 
that.’ 


Peter is now struggling with the European 
Court of Human Rights which is attempt- 
ing to ignore his longstanding grievances 
about censorship, visiting restrictions, 
and arbitrary detention under Rule 36 par- 
ticularly in the vicious inhuman cages at 
Inverness. 

Send letters of solidarity to Peter at HM 
Prison Peterhead, AB4 6YY, and letters of 
protest to your Euro-MP and the European 
Court of Human Rights, Strasbourg, 
France. 

Paul McKinlay 


ALAN REEVE 
BACK IN 
OLITARY 


Alan Reeve, a British prisoner who escaped from Broadmoor in 1981, 
came off a 62 day hunger strike in Scheweningen prison, Holland, on 
20 April 1985. Since then details have reached FRFI of his brutal treat- 
ment by the Dutch prison authorities — supposedly among the most 
‘enlightened’ in the world— and of his poor physical Ith. Alan 


ended his hunger strike after the Dutch Ministry of Justic: 


joned his 


lawyer saying that his demands would be met. But almost as soon as 
Alan came off hunger strike he was thrown back into solitary in B1 — 
the strictest wing of the segregation unit in Scheweningen. 


After being allowed one visit from his 
own doctor as soon as the hunger strike 
ended, Alan’s doctor has since been re- 
fused entrance to the prison. In the care 
of the prison doctor, Alan has not 
received even the most basic medical 
treatment. The Dutch authorities seem 
bent on breaking Alan’s spirit. They will 
not succeed! The first day off his hunger 
strike, the only food Alan was given was 
a plate of chicken, potatoes and beans — 
yet to eat such normal food can be fatal 


straight after a long hunger strike. Prob- 
lems with food together with lack of 
medical attention means that Alan is in 
poor shape physically. He is suffering 
from pains in thechest, and has probably 
had a few minor heart attacks. He has 
breathing problems, dizzy spells, head- 
aches and is suffering from losses of 
memory and concentration. He is suf- 
fering partial paralysis of the left side, 
finds it painful to walk and still cannot 
write. 

Many people joined protests in Hol- 
land during the course of Alan’s hunger 
strike. In Amsterdam, everywhere to be 
seen were graffiti saying ‘Alan-Free” 
and posters saying ‘Alan Reeve — Minis- 
try of Justice murder’. Protests included 
a 500strong demonstration, a gatecrash- 
ing of aliye TV quiz show where protest- 
ors were allowed to read out a prepared 
statement of Alan’s demands, In another 
protest 15 people sat on the prison wall 
refusing to come down; several arrests 
were made. 

The support Alan has won has been a 
recognition of his courageous struggle 
for prisoners’ rights. FRFI asks all read- 
ers to write letters of support to Alan 
Reeve, BI, Strafgevangenisenz, Pomp- 
stationsweg 14, Holland. 


Olivia Adamson 
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POLICE 
FILE 


® Dapper — but not so tall — 
Commissioner of Metropolitan 
Police Sir Kenneth Newman 
appears to have let his, shall we 
say inadequate stature get the 
better of him. Before a recent 
interview on Thames TV with 6ft 
4ins newcaster Andrew Gardner the 
_-poison dwarf (as he is known to 
friend and foe alike) demanded a 
specially high chair on which to 
perch. This is, we take it, a lesson 
learned from Alan Ladd, who 
always recquired that his female 
co-stars stood on-set in a specially 
dug ditch to hide his, shall we say 
inadequate stature. 


@ Dirty Tricks in the Courtroom 
Number 1: James Wood, a counsel 
for the defence in the Newham 7 
trial was most surprised to find, one 
of the prosecution witnesses rifling 
through a dossier on the defence 
benches during the Old Bailey 
lunchtime recess. Even more 
surprised, we suspect, was PC 
Mark Enoch, who was the 
inquisitive witness in question. PC 
Enoch claimed later in court to 
have been ‘looking at the layout’ 
and ‘thought the defence counsel 
benches were where the jury sat’ (!) 
Meanwhile a PC Paul Kemp kept 
watch outside the courtroom — said 
Mr Wood — and made a pretty poor 
job of it by all accounts. 


@ Dirty Tricks in the Courtroom 
Number 2: When a barrister 
representing 19 defendants — all 
animal rights protesters on trial at 
Winchester Crown Court — 
complained that his client heard 
two jurors talking to a policeman 
outside the court, a procession of 
23 out of 58 potential jurors came 
forward to say that they too had 
been spoken to by this officer. The 
judge’s only option was to dismiss 
the jurors and delay the case. We 
can only hope that the hapless 
constable involved does not have 
the thousands of government 
pounds thus wasted deducted from 
his wages, can we not? 


@ Determined to retain his starring 
role in Police File, Alf Parrish, 
suspended Derbyshire Chief 
Constable, is making renewed and 
desperate attempts to obtain early 
retirement which would, 
coincidentally, avoid an 
embarrassing enquiry into why he 
spent an unauthorised £28,000 on 
refurbishing his office. Our Alf has 
put in an application backed by not 
one, not two, but three eminent 
physicians to be allowed to retire 
early (with pension, you understand) 
on the grounds of ‘ill health’. 


®@ Nottinghamshire police are 
completely baffled as to why three 
Molotov cocktails were flung 
(successfully) in the direction of 
their nice police station in Clifton. 
Suggestions on a postcard etc. etc. 


@ Thatcher's Britain (one of a 
series): A judge apologised ‘on 
behalf of society’ (thoughtful of 
him) to a man he said he had to 
imprison for two years because no 
hospital bed was available for him. 
Terry Best, aged 21, was arrested 
for burglary.and then allegedly 
assaulted a prison officer while on 
remand awaiting medical reports. 
Best was diagnosed as 
schizophrenic and needing hospital 
treatment but no hospital 
accommodation could be found for 
him. Judge Jones, handing out the 
sentence, said ‘The welfare system 
is not in a position to look after 
him. This is a grave reflection on 
our caring society’. The judge was 
‘distressed’. How Terry Best feels 
about it defies the imagination. 


Labour fights for middle 
ground 


Despite the Labour Party’s confident fore- 
casts of victory in the recent Brecon and 
Radnor by-election, it was the Liberals who 
Pipped them at the post by 559 votes. The 
result was a crushing defeat for the Tories, 
whose 8,000 majority collapsed—from 
18,255 in 1983, to 10,631. For Labour, it was 
their biggest by-election swing for many 
years in a seat which is not even, after 
boundary changes, on the list of 120 
primary seats that Labour must win to form 
the next government. There was a very high 
turnout, with the Liberals getting 36% of 
the vote, Labour 34% and the Tories, 28%. 
The Tories have already responded to their 
defeat by relaxing some of their policies to 
buy back the votes of the better off. There is 
more money for certain Tory councils and 
large cash boosts for some central govern- 
ment schemes in next year's spending 
plans. 

Labour's response will be equally pre- 
dictable. Their near miss at Brecon and 
Radnor, a largely agricultural and relatively 
Prosperous constituency, will only 
encourage their rapid shift rightwards as 
they fight to win back the middle ground 
from the Alliance parties. Kinnock’s pur- 
poseful and violent denunciations of Arthur 
Scargill’s call for renewed industrial action 
at the NUM Conference and on Tony 
Benn’s Amnesty Bill—both of which can 
have held little material interest for the 
Brecon and Radnor voters—was readily 
orchestrated by the press into the ‘Scargill 
factor’. Kinnock was to blame this ‘factor’ 
for losing Labour the election. 

But whatever the effect on the voters of 
the media campaign, the biggest effect will 
have been on Kinnock himself, who will 
now redouble his efforts to distance 
himself from Scargill and Benn. His 
strategy appears to be ‘working’. Labour 
will increasingly refuse to tarnish its 
electoral image by supporting the 


struggles of the poor, the unemployed, the | 


victims of racist laws, or the miners. They 
have been dropped in favour of hanging on 
to and winning over the more prosperous 
sections of the working class and the 
middle classes. 

Olivia Adamson and Dave Hunter oO 


PEE RSE IS a 
Newman’s report 


On 12 June Kenneth Newman issued his 
third annual report on the Metropolitan Pol- 
ice. The emphasis remains on re-organisa- 
tion of the police as an efficient intelligence- 
gathering organisation with ‘community 
support’—ie incorporating community 
‘leaders’ into the police— and organised 
force available for instant deployment. 

Computerisation has continued. New- 
man’s newly-established district infor- 
mation officers feed low-grade intelligence 
into a vast computer network to allow ‘tar- 
getting’ of ‘trouble spots’ — areas where the 
poor, black, Irish people live. As Newman 
notes this system enables the police ‘to 
react more speedily to a sudden tum of 
events’ (p70). 

The number of consultative committees 
grew from 9 (1983) to 31 (1984). There are 
now only 9 out of London’s 40 boroughs 
and outer districts without a consultative 
committee. These committees serve to pro- 
vide the police with information and to 
separate the so-called community leaders 
from the community. 

Four areas with high black and poor pop- 
ulations — Hackney, Brixton, Notting Hill 
and Kilburn —have been marked out for a 
‘neighbourhood policing’ project. The 
‘neighbourhood’ cop gathers the informa- 
tion and uses it to ‘direct police patrols to 
those parts of the locality where they are 
most likely to be effective’ (pp60/61). These 
patrols are the District Support Units which 
cruise the areas permanently. 

The neighbourhood watch schemes 
have expanded enormously from 69 (1983) 
to a staggering 7,282 with 515 more on the 
way (p58). 

The extent of national police intelligence 
was revealed in May. The Police National 
Computer holds 4,974,479 ‘criminal’ 
names; 3,512,434 fingerprints; details of 
349,620 stolen and ‘suspect’ vehicles; and 
names of 109,659 missing and ‘wanted’ 
persons. The categories ‘suspect’ and 
‘wanted’ are defined solely by the police 
and include peopie ‘of long term interest to 
the police’. In one week in May there were 
172,648 accesses into this ‘information’ 
(described by the Police Review, no less, as 
including a ‘substantial proportion’ of 
‘unsubstantiated bunkum’). The Special 
Branch, now swollen to 1,249 officers (6 
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times as many as 20 years ago) has an addi- 
tional 2.5 million files. 

Newman’s report also reveals the accel- 
erating attacks on black people in London 
from the official and unofficial racists. Even 
his official figures show that racist attacks 
on black people increased by nearly 20% 
from 1,277 (1983) to 1,515 (p65). At the time, 
deportations of Commonwealth citizens, 
the great majority being black, also rose by 
20% from 603 (1983) to 723 (p80). 

Terry O’Halloran Oo 


Poor Law - Pass Law 


The effects of Tory benefit cuts have been 
revealed this month with terrible clarity. 

Norman Fowler's green paper, which 
proposes massive attacks on the social 
security system, was published in June 
without any figures. These were possibly 
removed at the last minute, when the paper 
was at the printer's. However, likely results 
have now been calculated. For example, 
internal DHSS figures show that of 7.5 mil- 
lion claiming housing benefit, 7 million will 
be worse off. 1.8 million will lose housing 
benefit entirely, including 1.2 million pen- 
sioners. Fowler plans to abolish all supple- 
mentary benefit additions and single pay- 
ments. 90% of pensioners and 45% of 
other SB claimants rely on these. The Disa- 
blement Income Group show that disabled 
claimants could lose up to 30% of their 
benefit as a result. 

While taking money from the poor, the 
Tories pian tax cuts for the rich and a huge 
boost for finance capital. By abolishing the 
state earnings related pensions scheme 
(SERPS) and compelling workers to join 
private pension schemes, Fowler will guar- 
antee the private sector extra assets worth 
£200 billion in 50 years time. 

Despite a promise to maintain the value 
of Child Benefit, the annual November up- 
rating will be way below the inflation rate. 
With other benefits also falling behind, this 
represents a cut in real terms of £250 mil- 
lion. 2 

The new board and lodging regulations 
are starting to bite. Forced to move on after 
28 weeks, the young unemployed are 
becoming homeless and rootless second- 
class citizens. Since 29 April, as many as 
85,000 people have been affected. Destroy- 
ing the ‘Dole on Sea’ myth, 70% of those 
told to move on were in their home area. 
David Kitson has rightly seen a reflection of 
the South African Pass Laws. 

For some, these cuts cause despair. One 
young man, on receiving his eviction 
notice, drank bleach. Another, settled in 
board and lodging following discharge 
from a psychiatric hospital, learnt in May 
that his benefit was cut from-£69.50 to 
£25.75. On 6 June, he was evicted, and 8 
June he jumped to his death from a bridge. 
Others, however, of those thrown onto the 
streets, are beginning to organise and 
camps of homeless youth have grown up in 
several cities. 

Dave Burton oO 


No Fixed Abode Campaign 
ee ee eee 


The campaign has been organised by youth 
who are unemployed and living in bed and 
breakfast or boarding houses. It has been 
going for a few months in its fight against 
the new board and lodging regulations, and 
has gathered a lot of support. The new 
board and lodging regulations for under 
26s mean: eviction and no place to stay; the 
loss of your rights to social security, 
housing benefits; the right to vote; the right 
to have access to health care and you can 
end up losing your contacts with friends 
and family. 

The No Fixed Abode Campaign in Man- 
chester, is a picket and camp situated ina 
car park on Jacksons Row, Deansgate. The 
picket was started on 22 June and will end 
on 22 July. At the picket there are 12 unem- 
ployed and homeless youth sleeping in 
tents by night and petitioning 24 hours a 
day. Many have travelled to meetings 
throughout the country. There are also 
campaigns in Liverpool and Newcastle. In 
Manchester alone 12,000 signatures have 
been collected in the first 11 days. The cam- 
paign has the full support of the Manches- 
ter City Council, which has given permiss- 
ion for the youth to camp on Council land, 
donated £700 and provided regular lunches 
for the youth on the picket. 

Sadly, the campaign has had its bad 
moments. They have been attacked by fas- 
cist scum who called them communists, 
and singled out the gay and black youth for 
attack. Some were attacked by Tory student 
dentists who were later arrested by the 
police. They have had bottles thrown at 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


them by the police. They have also been 
attacked in the press. The Manchester Eve- 
ning News published an article calling 
them scroungers living in luxury on the 
rates saying that the picket should be 
removed. 

When | talked to the young people at this 
picket/camp, they told me that it would not 
end there, that they would carry on the fight 
as long as the government attacked the 
right of young people. | got a clear message 
for the parasites in the government, the 
blind in the press, the provocateurs on the 
streets to all imperialists: 


‘If you continue to oppress us, we the 
youth, black and white, working class 
youth will unite together once again, like 
in 1981, but this time the riots will be ten- 
fold, and there will be blood, flowing in 
the streets, but unfortunately for you the 
blood will be yours!” 


| would like to thank and support Mags and 
Terry and all their comrades at the picket 
and appeal to all comrades reading this 
article to send donations and support to No 
Fixed Abode Campaign, clo ‘Shades’, 48 
Copperas Street, Manchester 4 (061 834 
7360) 

Jama Oo 


Ratecapping campaign 
collapses 


Although the billboards still carry the pro- 
mise of defiance of Government cuts the 
‘campaign’ against ratecapping has all but 
collapsed. Leading the cowards in the dash 
to the right was Ken Livingstone, who now 
agrees with Kinnock that the oppressed 
and downtrodden will have to wait until the 
middle-classes are satisfied. Those really 
affected by the Tories’ attack on local ser- 
vices were never invited or encouraged to 
be part of the campaign against rate- 
capping and the abolition of the GLC, so 
Livingstone’s defection was the beginning 
of a landslide. Islington, Camden and 
Hackney collapsed—and now Lambeth 
too has gone under with the resignation of 
one councillor who held the crucial vote 
which would have given the Council a maj- 
ority of the vote against setting a ‘legal’ 
rate. The defection of one councillor means 
that the whole opposition to ratecapping 
can totally collapse, despite the majority of 
councillors actually being in opposition. 
Committee-room politics — with or without 
municipal poster campaigns — do not build 
the sort of movement necessary to prevent 
the Government from imposing sanctions 
on individual councillors without fear of 
mass protest. 


= 
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Liverpool Council, and Edinburgh in 
Scotland, have still to buckle under. Liver- 
pool councillors have already been warned 
by Kinnock and the Party’s NEC that their 
support only lasts as long as they keep 
within legal limits. 

Lambeth, the last of London’s boroughs 
to back down, has been embarrassed 
about revelations on what they actually do 
with their funds. New Society (21 June) 
investigated 77 of the companies which 
Lambeth has investments in. They found 
that out of the 77 companies looked at; 37 
had investments in South Africa, 41 invest- 
ments in military trade, 8 in nuclear power, 
25 made political donations —not to the 
Labour Party! — and five were companies 
who had won privatisation contracts. The 
companies investing in South Africa and 
military trade got the lion’s share — over 
60%. New Society also revealed that none 
other than Ted Knight personally super- 
vised the buying and selling of these shares 
in consultation with top City stockbrokers. 
Maggie Mellon Oo 


Gay Pride 


An FRFI contingent joined the annual Les- 
bian and Gay Pride march on 29 June. 
10,000 people marched on the largest ever 
lesbian and gay pride demonstration. A 
contingent from the Welsh mining com- 
munities was on the march to return the 
support lesbians and gay men gave them 
during the strike. Their presence demon- 
strated the importance of support from 
the lesbian and gay community for others 
in struggle. Gays and Lesbians Against 
Apartheid, Imperialism and - Racism 
(GLAIR) showed that they are leading the 
way towards this end. Throughout the 
march the FRFI and GLAIR contingents 
exposed British collaboration with apart 
heid by shouting slogans calling for Bar- 
clays to get out of Southern Africa and the 
closure of the South African Embassy. We 
also shouted slogans in support of the 
Newham 7 and the Republican move- 


ment. 
Susannah Lloyd Oo 


Scabs split NUM 
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meanthe loss of 50 pits and 50,000 jobs, 
on top of 25,000 already gone, and will 
fall most heavily on Scotland, South 
Wales, the North East and Kent. Most 
of the closures will take place over the 
next two years in line with the new Coal 
‘Industry Bill which gives the industry 
two years to make a profit and with the 
NCB belief that the NUM will be too 
weak to oppose the cuts during that 
time. 

Arthur Scargill, who has been proved 
devastatingly correct all along, is still 
prepared to fight. At the NUM Confer- 
ence he called for industrial action over 
wages and closures. This was attacked 
by scab Kinnock, during the run-up to 
the Brecon and Radnor by-election, asa 
‘fantasy’. Tony Benn has introduced an 
Amnesty Bill into Parliament demand- 
ing a pardon for convicted miners. The 
Bill, supported by only 37 Labour MPs, 
was described by Leon Brittan as con- 
taining ‘the morality of the terrorist and 
‘the revolutionary’. Kinnock too attack- 
ed Benn viciously: ‘This Bill cannot be 
taken seriously by anyone. I cannot 
even imagine that it was drafted with 
any serious purpose’. There is no doubt 
that Kinnock, along with his friends like 
McGahey and Bolton in the NUM, 
wants to bury the issue of gaoled miners 
who are seen as an embarrassment to 
Labour’s electoral chances. 

In his opening speech to the NUM 
Conference Scargill obliquely attacked 
those, like McGahey and Bolton, who 
have been orchestrating a public camp- 
aign against him. They criticise the 
failure to hold a national ballot, and the 
mass picketing which, they claim, alien- 
ated ‘public opinion’. To them, Scargill 
said: 

‘We are involved in a class war and 
any attempt to deny that flies in the 
face of reality. Confronted by our 
enemies’ mobilisation, we are entit- 
led, indeed obliged, to call upon our 
class for massive support.” 


But McGahey and Bolton are only con- 
cerned to cover up the ‘class war’ and 
have fallen in with the ‘new realism’ of 
Kinnock and Willis. Their organisation, 
the CPGB, is now arguing, along with 
many umion leaders, that it is not neces- 
sary to oppose ballots just because they 
are part of Tory law. All active opposi- 
tion, whether to pit closures, attacks on 
trade union rights, or the defence of 
sacked and imprisoned miners, is now 
seen as jeopardising Kinnock’s: chan- 
ces ot forming the next government. 
Thus the attempts multiply to isolate 
Scargill and what he stands for. But 
many miners cannot forget Kinnock’s 
treachery. At the Durham miners’ gala 
on 13 July, he was badly heckled and 
many left when he started to speak. 
Only a resolute struggle against those 
disgusting opportunists who cover up 
for the likes of Kinnock in the NUM, 
can transform the union into a fighting 
organisation once again. ~ 
Olivia Adamson 


The last year was dominated politically 
by the miners’ strike. The striking min- 
ers and their communities showed that 
heroic fighting spirit that characterises 
the forces of the future. The leading role 
of the women in the mining communi- 
ties in defending and sustaining the 
strike, the new class organisations built 
in the mining areas and towns and cities 
for the duration of the strike, the fight- 
ing methods of struggle adopted and the 
recognition of a common political inter- 
est with the oppressed fighting imperial- 
ism at home and abroad —all justify 
Scargill’s claim that the strike ‘brought 
a new dimension to British politics.’ 
However if we caught a glimpse of the 
real potential of the forces of the future 
we also experienced the tenacity with 
which those forces of the past will des- 
perately hold their ground. The NUM 
itself was split with a sizeable minority 
of more secure, better paid miners, 
especially in Notts, scabbing on the 
strike and prepared to use the courts, 
the media and police protection to 


undermine the union. The strike was a | 


political threat to the traditional Labour 
and trade union leadership who were 
terrified that their carefully built institu- 
tions, based on years of treacherous 
compromise with the ruling class, would 
be blown apart if the miners’ strike was 
not brought under their control. For 
this reason, throughout the strike the 
Labour Party and TUC leadership did 
everything in their power to dissociate 
themselves from the militant leadership 
of the NUM. 

Finally during the miners’ strike we 
saw the lengths to which organised state 


violence and repression would be used | 


to crush any effective and determined 
opposition to the ruling class. For once 
it became clear that the opportunist for- 
ces —what the media likes to call the 
‘moderates’ — within the NUM and out- 
side of it in the Labour and trade union 
movement were unable to significantly 
halt the progress of the strike, the full 
force of the state, its laws, police, courts 
and its propaganda mouthpiece, the 
media, were used against the striking 
miners, It says a great deal for the cour- 
age and determination of the striking 
miners and their communities that it 
took twelve months of bitter struggle, 
with very little support from the organ- 
ised trade union movement, before the 
Labour and trade union leaders were 
able to decisively undermine the strike. 


The lessons are all too clear. To 
emerge and become organised the ‘for- 
ces of the future’ will have to confront 
and defeat the determined opposition of 
the ‘forces of the past’, the opportunists 
who control the funds and apparatus of 
the British labour movement. And they 
must do this before they can effectively 
take on and defeat a ruling class pre- 
pared to go to any lengths to retain its 
wealth and political power. 


Imperialism and opportunism 


Any new forces which emerge in the 
struggle ahead will first of all have to do 
battle with an old movement which has 
ceased to represent progress. This is not 
new in the working class movement but 
has been a feature of political struggle 
since the existence of imperialism. 

Capitalism in its imperialist phase 
grew into a system of colonial oppres- 
sion and financial domination of the 
majority of the world by a small number 
of imperialist countries. This domina- 
tion divided the world into oppressor 
and oppressed nations. A handful of 
imperialist countries obtain high mono- 
poly profits out of the brutal exploita- 
tion of oppressed peoples worldwide. 
Out of these super-profits imperialism is 
able to create and sustain a small privi- 
leged and influential layer of the work- 
ing class in the imperialist countries 
whose conditions of life isolate it from 
the suffering, misery and temper of the 
broad mass of the working class. This 
privileged layer has a material interest in 
the continuation of imperialism for it is 
the source of its economic and political 
privileges. This layer of the working 
class, a labour aristocracy, constitutes 
the social base of opportunism in the 
working class. Politically this current 
represents the interest of the ruling class 
in the working class movement. To pro- 
tect its own minority interests this layer 
is prepared to sacrifice the fundamental 
interests of the working class for an alli- 
ance with the ruling class —an alliance 
directed against the interests of the mass 
of the working class. 

This split in the working class move- 
ment between a relatively~ privileged 
minority and the mass of the working 
class was of enormous significance in 
the period leading up to the First Imper- 
ialist World War. The split existed in all 
the working class movements interna- 
tionally and was finally consolidated 
when the main parties of the Second 
International, including all significant 


~ 


sections of the British labour move- 
ment, supported their own ruling classes 
in the First Imperialist World War. 

A number of ‘Marxists’ who held 
leading and influential positions in the 
Second International, in particular 
Kautsky and Bernstein who were also 
leaders of the German Socialist move- 
ment, chose to defend the interests of the 
privileged sections of the working class, 
ignoring the struggles of the broad mass 
of the working class and oppressed 
peoples fighting imperialism. During the 
First World War these leaders and their 
followers aided their own imperialist rul- 
ing class in the conduct of the war. Both 
Kautsky and Bernstein advanced reac- 
tionary ositiogs on colonial policy. 
They opposed ‘the right of oppressed 
peoples to self-determination and while 
critical of the excesses of colonial rule 
were for the reform of the colonial sys- 
tem, not for its destruction —a so-called 
‘socialist’ colonial policy. Bernstein 
argued at the Stuttgart Congress of the 
Second International 1907: 


‘There can be no question of defend- 
ing the capitalist colonial policy. All 


of us are its opponents, the question | 


is merely how we.give expression to 
this opposition ... We must get away 
from the utopian idea that aims at 
simply leaving the colonies. The final 
consequences of that view would be 
to return the United States to the Red 
Indians. The colonies are there. We 
must put up with this fact. A certain 
guardianship of cultured peoples over 
non-cultured peoples is a necessity, 
which should also be recognised by- 
socialists...A great part [and here 
we get the real truth] of our economic 
system is based on the exploitation of 
resources from the colonies which the 
natives would not know what to do 
with,’ 
It is a ‘utopian’ idea to leave the colo- 
nies. How often do you hear such words 
used by so-called socialists and commu- 
nists today? We hear it all the time 
about Ireland. The British Communist 
Party has a similar reactionary position 
in relation to Ireland. How often do you 
hear them say that ‘we support self- 
determination for the Irish people but it 
would be utopian to bring out the 
troops today. It would be utopian for 
them to have it today.’ It is the same 
policy, the same position, the same 
standpoint that Bernstein adopted at 
the turn of the century. 

To go forward the revolutionary sec- 
tions of the working class were forced to 
split from such opportunists not just 
within the working class movements of 
a particular nation but on an interna- 
tional scale. This split was consolidated 
after the victory of the socialist revolu- 
tion in Soviet Russia with the formation 
ofthe Third (Communist) International. 
Communist Parties were formed in 
many countries including Britain. How- 
ever the allegiance of the overwhelming 
majority of working class organisations 
and political parties in the imperialist, 


versusO TAT E 


The introduction to our manifesto The Revolutionary Road to Communism in 
Britain points to the divergent and opposing trends developing in the working 
class movement. It is a confident declaration that new forces will emerge, even 
here in Britain, which can lay the basis for a totally new and revolutionary work- 
ing class movement in the future. Its opening sentence expresses that hope in 


general terms: 


‘Every severe crisis of a social system brings forward something new. It 
pushes to the fore those forces which represent the future and shows ever 


u 


more clearly the bankruptcy of those forces which desperately try to hold on to 


the past. The present crisis of imperialism is no exception’.(pix) 


countries remained with the pro-imper- 
ialist, racist Second International. And 
this is still the case today. 

This privileged layer of the working 
class, its organisations and political par- 
ties and therefore its political influence, 
is considerably strengthened in periods 
of prosperity and boom. The relative 
prosperity in the imperialist nations 
during the boom after the Second World 
War allowed bourgeois ‘democracy’ a 
certain lease of life. It gave rise to new 
privileged sections of the working class 
—sections of which were able to obtain 
lucrative positions as trade union offi- 
cials, journalists, lawyers, politicians, 
academics, teachers, civil servants, and 
the like. The privileges and status of 
these layers depend directly on the con- 
tinuation and stability of imperialism. 

The prosperity of the post-war boom 
in the imperialist countries, the rising 
standard of living and privileged status 
of large sections of the working class led 
to an even greater integration of tradi- 
tional working class organisations into 
the capitalist system and particularly its 
state apparatus. Bourgeois labour par- 
ties in some countries became the gov- 
ernment parties and administered the 
country and conducted imperialist wars 
against oppressed peoples as loyal rep- 
resentatives of the imperialist ruling 
class. The British Labour Party was a 
prime example of this, and from 1945- 
51 it was one of the most vicious parties 
to perpetuate imperialist wars against 
oppressed peoples. Trade unions were 
increasingly drawn into government 
committees and collaborated with rep- 
resentatives of government, imperialist 
businesses and banks. Their economic 
struggles were more concerned with 
winning a larger share of imperialism’s 
plunder than any fight for socialism. On 
the contrary, these working class organ- 
isations feared socialist advance far 
more than they did imperialism. They 
were and still are the faithful allies of the 
imperialist ruling class in its efforts to 
destroy the socialist countries. 

Relatively full employment, rising 
wages and social services were the prere- 
quisites for enabling the labour aristoc- 
racy to maintain its dominance of the 
working class asa whole. And to provide 
these required both imperialist oppres- 
sion abroad and also the provision of a 
pool of cheap labour for those industries 
and services unable to provide ‘boom’ 
wages and conditions. 

National oppression and racism go 
hand in hand. Racism has its real mater- 
ial foundation in the fact that a handful 
of wealthy imperialist nations dominate 
and exploit the poor and oppressed 
nations and use every political, econo- 
mic and military device to prevent the 
peoples of these nations freeing them- 
selves politically and economically from 
imperialism. The benefits to imperialism 
from racism are however not confined to 
the extraction of super-profits from op- 
pressed nations. Black and other immi- 
grant workers have also been brought to 
the imperialist nations to carry out the 


worst jobs at the worst wages. 

If the super-profits obtained from the 
exploitation of oppressed nations have 
enabled the imperialists to create a 
labour aristocracy in the imperialist 
nations, the use of immigrant labour 
has served to bolster the position of this 
aristocracy. Where immigrant labour 
has been used on a large scale, the majo- 
tity of the indigenous working class has 
not yet had to suffer the worst ravages 
of the capitalist crisis. In times of boom 
immigrant labour performs the worst- 
paid jobs, often in the least profitable 
sectors of private production or in the 
public sector providing health, trans- 
port and other ‘welfare state’ functions 


- which the state attempts to cheapen. In 


times of crisis immigrant labour is the 
first to go, and in some cases is literally 
forced out of the country. Is it thefefore 
any real surprise that the party which 
gives organised political expression to 
the interests of the labour aristocracy in 
Britain—the Labour Party—has been 
at the forefront of introducing and 
administering immigration controls 
whenever it has been in office? The 
Labour Party is necessarily racist at 
home and abroad, 

During the period of boom and pros- 
perity there is unlikely to be a sustained 
political challenge from within the 
working class, to the influence and 
power of the labour aristocracy, its org- 
anisations and political representatives. 
Today, however, we are experiencing 
the most severe political and economic 
crisis of imperialism since the 1930s. 
The imperialist crisis has reached a stage 
where even the mounting super-profits 
of imperialism wrung from the starva- 
tion, poverty and terror imposed on the 
oppressed peoples of the world are no 
longer sufficient to bolster the decaying 
crisis-ridden capitalist system. The im- 
perialists are now forced to take the 
offensive against the working class in 
the imperialist countries. Inevitably a 
conflict of interest will develop between 
the labour aristocracy and an ever- 
growing section of an increasingly 
impoverished working class. 

The first impact of the imperialist cri- 
sis has meant that whilst conditions for 
the middle class, sections of well-paid 
skilled workers and salaried white collar 
professional and technical workers can 
still be maintained, and even improved, 
the security of employment and rising 
prosperity available to wider sections of 
the working class in the post-war boom 
are coming under threat. At the other 
end of the scale millions are thrown into 
poverty. These developments mean that 
the social base of the labour aristocracy 
is shrinking and therefore its ability to 
control the whole working class move- 
ment is being undermined. The polaris- 
ation between the labour aristocracy, 
desperate to hold on to what it has, des- 
perate to defend its political organisa- 
tions and institutions, and the growing 
numbers of poor and oppressed workers 
is growing wider and wider. 

Britain is now a divided nation econo- 


Photos: Left, miners build barricades 
at Orgreave. Above left, confronting 
police on Black People’s Day of 
Action, 1981. Above, attack ona 
British Army armoured car in Ireland. 
mically, socially and politically, The 
effects of the imperialist crisis are being 
manifested at every level of political life. 
Perhaps the most decisive aspect of this 
crisis so far is that the growing number 
of jobless and oppressed in Britain have 
no political representation amongst the 
major political parties. As the oppress- 
ed have expressed their anger against 
growing poverty and oppression — from 
the 1981 uprisings of black and white 
youths to the miners’ strike 1984-5 —so 
every major political party, as well as 
most of the British left, have distanced 
themselves from their struggles. And it 
has been this development that has 
paved the way for the Thatcher govern- 
ment’s wholesale attack on democratic 
rights and freedoms in Britain. 


The ‘shift to the right’ 


The ‘new realism’ of the trade union 
movement was temporarily eclipsed in 
the face of the vicious state onslaught 
against the striking miners. Confronted 
by such determined class fighters it took 
some time for the trade union leadership 
to reassert its deadly control, betray the 
miners and so be able to continue unres- 
trained along the same path as before. 
Attempts are being made to prevent any 
split — always highly unlikely — over the 
Tory government’s union legislation 
and the acceptance of government 
money for ballots. The AUEW has al- 
ready pocketed some £1.2m against 
official TUC policy. Somebody once 
said that Lenin’s theory of the labour 
aristocracy was crude because the idea 
that the ruling class bribed sections of 
workers was far too crude a notion. But 
there you have it. £1.2 million to the 
AUEW. Apparently it was all a 
misunderstanding between brothers. It 
could all be sorted out if the TUC 
altered its policy to say that while unions 
should not accept state aid, it was up to 
individual, unions to decide their 
attitude. Unions, also it appears, des- 
pite earlier decisions, did not have to 
break the law (government legislation), 
only that the TUC would muster sup- 
port when requested and justified for a 
union facing legal action. After the 
experience of the miners’ strike no one 
can count on that. Apparently that is 
the position of the TGWU. It is now 
taking a more flexible attitude to the 
government’s labour laws. It will have 
to. The Labour Party has already indi- 
cated that it has no intention of repeal- 
ing all the new legislation if it is returned 
to office. Little wonder that the ‘left- 
led’ NUR has joined in the ‘new realism’ 
and voted narrowly to accept pre-strike 
ballots. 

It is hardly surprising that those who 
the TUC speaks for want to hold on to 
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r) Enrique Vargas - 
=| Socialist Party of 
Chile 


*;.. We are here united because we are 
fighting for the same thing, for the right 
of the human being... Most of you have 
heard that thousands of people havedis- 
appeared in Chile, thousands of people 
have been sent into exile, but Pinochet 
has not been doing this alone. He has 
been supported by the reactionary gov- 
ernments, by the United States govern- 
ol ment, by this Tory government. | say this 

Tory government because Margaret 
aj Thatcher is selling arms to Chile, is 
ee 


selling the same airplanes, the same 
ships we were fighting in the Falklands 
war... 

‘It is difficult at this moment to fight 
in Chile, but people from different fronts 
are together against the fascist regime. 
People from the shanty towns, from the 
factories are still together, together 
trying to overthrow this fascist regime. 
We are very conscious that the fascist 
Pinochet will not go alone. The regime 
will have to be overthrown...’ 


Cilius Victor — 
Newham 7 


‘,., At the moment the racists and the 
Newham 7 are in the same dock being 
tried at the same trial. This is an attempt 
by the police and by the court system to 
portray a situation of gang warfare in 
the East End of London...’ 


Rosmina Banu 
Randera — 
anti-deportation 
campaigner 


‘,.. What is British justice? Is it to take 
away the human right from us of having 
a family life?... 

‘,..There is nothing impossible. 
Everything can be possible if you fight 
for it and we have to fight for it. The time 
has come and we have to fight and we 
will win!’ 


PAUL MATTSSON 


eas) 
Zolile Keke- Chief 
Representative of 
the Pan Africanist 
Congress of 
Azania 


*,.. Our people have been suffering, our 
people have been losing their lives. 
Now you people who are supporting our 
liberation struggle, you must under- 
stand that the advance of the struggle 
against white supremacy which is 
backed by Western imperialism in that 
country, that any triumph or any victory 
of the masses in our country, is a victory 
for you, friends and people who are in 
the heart of imperialism...’ 
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Defence Campaign 


Carol Brickley — 


Revolutionary Communist Group 


Comrades there is nothing new about 
British imperialism. The British have 
been oppressing the peoples of other 
nations for centuries. Marx and Engels 
in the 19th century were able to describe 
Britain as a bourgeois nation with even 
its working class in a privileged position, 
living off the labour of the masses of 
oppressed people throughout the world. 
With the growth of imperialism this pro- 
cess hasn’t stopped. British banks and 
British companies continue to bleed the 
oppressed nations dry through a process 
of shifting money around the world, 
through a process of cheap labour, 
through a process of robbing oppressed 
nations of their natural resources. Im- 
perialism still holds major parts of the 
world in its sway and its rapacious search 
for profits continues. 

Only a few weeks ago we saw That- 
cher and Reagan, the arch hypocrites of 
imperialism celebrating 40 years of 
peace. Yet the Malvinas/Falklands war 
was the 88th armed action by British 
forces since end of the Second World 
War. And that’s if you count 15 years of 
war in Ireland as one armed action. 

But in 1985, we can say that the tide 
has turned against imperialism and its 
oppression of millions of people. Ten 
years ago the Vietnamese people defeat- 
ed the armed might of US imperialism. 
Since then the peoples of Laos, of Nic- 
aragua, of Mozambique, of Angola, 
Zimbabwe and others have dealt body 
blows to imperialist oppression. The 
peoples of Southern Africa, of Namibia, 
of El Salvador, of Chile and throughout 
Central America, the people of Africa, 
the peoples of Ireland, Palestine and 
Lebanon, the Aboriginal peoples of 
Australia, the Maoris of New Zealand 
are continuing the struggle against 
imperialist oppression. 

And such assaults on the power of 
imperialism would not have been possi- 
ble without the assistance of socialist 
countries whose very existence has 
ensured that imperialism has been 
unable to enslave the whole of the 
human race. 

In 1913 Lenin wrote: ‘The philosophy 
of Marxism is materialism’. We are 
materialists. During 1984 the imperialist 
crisis deepened and worsened. And this 
rally is not just about the struggles in 
other countries and our solidarity with 
them. It is also about the struggle here at 
home in the very heartland of British 
imperialism. 

In order to stave off its growing crisis 
and knowing that whole areas of the 
world are no longer open to imperialist 
exploitation precisely because of the 
struggles of oppressed peoples and the 
socialist countries, British imperialism 
has had to turn its attack on the working 
class in Britain. The numbers of unem- 
ployed in Britain have grown, the health 
and education services have worsened, 
the miners had to fight bitterly for a year 
to defend their jobs and the future of 
their communities. The rich have 
become richer and the poor have be- 
come poorer, as benefit cuts have 
reduced many families to the depths of 
poverty and made many of our young 
people homeless. 

And this is in the Britain which Marx 
and Engels described as privileged. It is 
still a privileged Britain, yet more and 
more sections of the British working 
class and oppressed people are knowing 
what imperialism is all about. 

The Thatcher government planned 
their offensive against the British 
working class. They brought in the laws 
that were necessary. They attacked our 
democratic rights, they have continued 
to deport 50 black people a week from 
Britain. They have continued and esca- 
lated their use of the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act against the Irish people 

... They have continued the onslaught 
against black people in Britain, against 
women, against the peace campaigners, 
against anyone who has put up any 
opposition to their rule. . . 

Over the last year parallels have been 
drawn by men and women in the mining 
communities between their treatment at 
the hands of the highway brigands, the 
volice and the courts, and the treatment 


which is meted out to black and Irish 
people in Britain and Ireland over the 
last 15 years. The mining communities, 
black people, the Irish and other 
oppressed groups have learnt that to 
stand for what appears to be an estab- 
lished democratic or human right means 
a fight with the British state. Because 
British imperialism is in crisis it cannot 
tolerate any opposition, whatsoever. 

But we are only at the beginning of 
the lessons we have got to learn. It is one 
thing to identify that the main enemy is 
British imperialism and to understand, 
as Marx and Engels understood when 
they wrote the Communist Manifesto, 
that the bourgeoisie no longer deserves 
to rule and that its existence is no longer 
compatible with society. It is quite 
another thing to understand the need to 
organise to fight British imperialism at 
home as well as abroad in order to take 
power away from the exploiters and op- 
pressors. 

The RCGis acommunist organisation 
and as such we offer our solidarity to all 
forces fighting imperialism. They have 
taught us many lessons not least of all the 
need to organise for our liberation. And 


we have learnt lessons also about the _ 


need for a broad democratic organisa- 
tion; on the pavement outside South 
Africa House; in the campaigns against 
deportations; in the struggles to defeat 
the PTA. 

And there are other lessons. The first 
is this: during the course of the struggle 
there are those opportunists who place 
themselves in the leadership of the 
working class and oppressed who are 
really on the side of the ruling class and 
imperialism. The miners’ strike was 
betrayed by the leaders of the labour 
movement. The striking miners were 
reviled and many avenues of support and 
solidarity were cut off because Neil 
Kinnock and Norman Willis, amongst 
others, stood at the head of the move- 
ment making concessions to the barbar- 
ity of Margaret Thatcher and the NCB. 

Well, unlike Neil Kinnock the RCG is 
not opposed to ail violence. Those who 
have been trampled down by police 
horses and batons, those who are sub- 
ject to racist attacks by the state and fas- 
cists, those who are dragged through the 
courts, those who are threatened with 
job losses, homelessness and poverty — 
they have a right, whilst the imperialists 
get away with their robbery —they have 
every right to fight back and to organise 
to destroy their oppressors. Unlike Neil 
Kinnock and the legions of other scabs 
who will turn their backs on the working 
class in the future the RCG stands on the 
side of the oppressed. The character of 
the opportunists is always expressed in 
their call for the working class and the 
oppressed to lay down their arms, to 
give up the fight, whilst the ruling class 
is armed to the teeth. 

The second lesson we must learn is 
this. Whilst there is nothing new about 
imperialism there is everything new in 
the struggle against imperialism. During 
the course of the coming struggles 
against imperialism new methods of 
fighting and organising will be learned. 
The methods of 15, 100r even Syearsago 
are no longer appropriate to a fight 
against the bourgeoisie whichis armed to 
the teeth with riot trained police, with 
laws and courts all ready to do its bid- 
ding. The British state, in the grip of its 
economic crisis, has introduced new and 
savage methods to deal with opposition. 
Beware those who at precisely the time 
the working class and the oppressed are 
closest to victory shout loudest for nego- 
tiations, for compromise or for concilia- 
tion. Communists learn the lessons of 
the peoples’ struggles and do not rely on 
tried and tested methods, when those 
methods have previously led to defeat. 

In 1848 Marx and Engels wrote that a 
spectre was haunting Europe and that 
spectre was communism. In 1913 Lenin 
wrote: 


‘Throughout the civilised world, the 
teachings of Marx provoked the ut- 
most hostility and hatred of all bour- 
geois science which regards Marxism 
as a kind of pernicious sect.” 


Ré 


PEOP 


Cae! 


Over the last year the RCG has been 
reviled by the British press—by The 
Times, by The Guardian, and even by 
the Morning Star —as an ultra-left sect, 
as a lunatic fringe, as people not to be 
seen dead with. When the enemy 
squeals, we know that they are hurting. 

We stand in a long tradition of those 
who have been abused as terrorists and 
as ultralefts and as lunatics and as ‘men 
and women of violence’. But we are 
proud of our real names. We are proud 
to be revolutionaries, proud to be anti- 
imperialists, proud to be communists. 
For we stand in a tradition started by 
Marxand Engels and carried on by Lenin 
and the people of the socialist countries. 
It is a tradition that stands for justice, 
stands for liberation and equality for the 
whole human race. 


JOIN THE RCG! 


Take the side of all those struggling 
against imperialism — Join the RCG! 
A movement must be built in Britain 
in solidarity with the struggle of the 
oppressed of Ireland, 
Southern Africa, Central America — 
Join the RCG! 
A movement must be built which 
stands for the oppressed in Britain 
fighting racism, repression, poverty 
—Join the RCG! 
A movement must be built in Britain 
which takes on the treachery of the 
opportunist leaders of the labour and 
trade union movement and defeats 
them; for a revolutionary anti- 
imperialist alternative — Join the 
RCG! 
Name 
Address 

Tel. 


Return to: FRFI, BCM Box 5909, 
‘London WCIN 3XX 


Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! held its Second Anti-Imperia' 
29/30 June. Taking a stand against imperialism’s reactionary of 
FRFI and other democratic and anti-racist movements united w 
movements in Southern Africa, El Salvador, Chile, Uganda, Sud: 

250 people attended the Saturday evening Anti-Imperialist Ra 
chaired by David Reed. Thirteen speakers and other messages 
necessity and urgency for a united international fight against ra 
theme was underscored by revolutionary songs performed by t 
Singers. Extracts from all the speeches are printed below. 

The Rally was followed by an RCG dayschool on Sunday at C 
workshops and films, David Reed delivered the main speech of 
the current political situation and the tasks of communists in B 
printed in full in this special pullout. 
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Jose Lopez - FM 


Dear friends and comrades first of all 
want to thank the organisers of thi 
international rally for the opportuni! 
to come and talk to you. I bring to yo 
greetings from the FMLN/FDR politi 
cal representative forces of the people o} 
El Salvador. 

The present situation in El Salvador i 
more complex than two or three yea 
ago. But the complexity of the situatio 
in El Salvador does not mean that thq 
causes that» originated the armed con: 
flict have changed. On the contrary, 
think that the levels of misery, repres: 
sion, hunger, poverty and exploitatio 
have increased in the last years. And as4 
result of this we think that the popula 
revolutionary struggle is reaching high 
er levels of confrontation between o 
oppressors and the FMLN/FDR.. 
The arméd conflict is still the funda: 
mental one to be resolved in El Salva 
dor... . 

But at this moment the politica 
struggle is taking a more decisive rolg 
than in previous years. It is difficult fo 
us to explain how in El Salvador, acoun 
try at war, the popular struggle can deve; 
lop. 

-It is difficult to say how in a count: 
where 60,000 people have been killeq 
since 1980, over a million made refugees 
where many basic trade union ang 
human rights are constantly violated 
when unions go on strike actions the’ 
run the risk of army intervention clos! 
of work places imprisonment disap 
pearance and even assassination. 

But the amazing thing is that it does 
take place, the mass struggle goes on. . 
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t Weekend on Saturday-Sunday 
nsive in Britain and abroad, 

h representatives of liberation 
n and elsewhere. 

y held in Conway Hall and 

| solidarity stressed the 

ism and imperialism. This 

) FRFI Singers and City AA 


xton House. Following 7 
ne day ‘People versus State’ on 
tain. David Reed’s speech is 


Messages of solidarity were 

received from 

Supporters of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 

North Staffs Women’s Action Group 

Sean McGuinness — Irish 
Republican Socialist POW, 
Portlaoise gaol 

National Liberation Front of 
TamilEelam ™ 

Indian Workers Association 

Gays and Lesbians Against 
Apartheid, Imperialism and 
Racism 


N/FDR 


The image of anew El Salvador under 
the new ‘democratic’ government of 
President Duarte is being presented 
inside and outside the country. This US 

_ campaign portrays the present govern- 
ment as a triumph of moderation over 
violence, as a government which is 

creating stability. So El Salvador is 
being sold as a ‘success’ in the same way 
as Grenada. As you know, in Grenada 
direct military intervention was justified 
by the United States and in El Salvador 
a bloody counter-insurgency war is also 
being justified by the United States. 
And sadly the British government has 
already offered to train Salvadorean 
officers in Britain. So this is not a coinci- 
dence, but a clear support for Reagan’s 
policies towards Central America and El 
Salvador. I think that the progressive 
forces in Britain in particular can help to 
unmask this false image of the Salvador- 
ean Government... 

In spite of all this diplomatic and 
political offensive by the United States 
government and the Salvadorean gov- 
ernment we think that the political 
struggle has developed, the mass actions 
combined with the military actions of 
the FMLN have not only maintained, 
but also increased in the last period. 
There have been at jeast 50 strikes and 


PAUL MATTSSON 


present policies of the Duarte govern- 
ment. During March the number of 
workers involved in disputes__was.| 
30,000, in April-more than 657000, in 
May 70;000-and now in June a number 
of strikes are still going on... 
Wethink that the political decision to 
carry out a massive dire¢t military initér- 
vention in Central America has already 
been taken by the Unite es. The US 
Marines are just waiting for the order 
‘Go!’. Reagan is only looking for the 
right moment, for the right excuse to 
send the American maringsin. TheCen- 
tral American crisis isg#"a crisis created 
by the United State’ government to 


stoppages throughout the country.inthesedeny Nicaraguatherfight to be a free and 


first months of 1985. There have been 
big street demonstrations on|May Day 
_ to commemorate international workers 
day—about 40,000 workers 4nd peas- 
ants demonstrated in the streets of San 
Salvador demanding their social and 
democratic rights and repudiating the 


sovereign state...an@™build its own 
future without foreign interference. 
And also to deny the Salvadorean 
people and the Guatemalan people the 
right to havea better society, the right to 
overcome the precarious conditions in 
which they live... 


David Kitson — ex South African 


political prisoner 


Comrades and friends, a year ago when I 
was still in South Africa Botha was 
brought to Europe and Mrs Thatcher 
and her West European cronies tried to 
give him a civilised aspect and get him to 
rejoin the comity of nations. Now that I 
have been freed for a year we can all see 
the real naked face of South African 
apartheid robbed of any cosmetic device 
except being smeared with the blood of 
the South African people... 

The people’s war in South Africa at 
the moment is the culmination of many 
years of struggle. Twenty-two yearsagoI 
was the communist representative on 
Umkhonto we Sizweand became amem- 
ber of its National High Command. 
That is because as Marx once said, 
communists are inseparable from the 
people. I didn’t go to jail in order to 
prove Marxright, of course, Iwentto jail 
because I was caught. However, he does 
happen to be right. In those days it was 
necessary for us to bell the cat. It might 
have been hard for us then, but now that 
a beginning had been made, the air is 
ringing with anti-cat bells sounding the 
tocsin of apartheid in South Africa. 

Particularly at this moment I consider 
it an honour to be standing on the plat- 
form with so many representatives of 
national liberation movements and de- 
fenders of peoples’ rights, able to speak 
to an audience which has so many com- 
munists amongst it . . : 

Thenaked force which the South Afri- 
can state presents in oppressing the 
South African people by armed violence 
accords with the marxist definition of 
the state robbed of all complications. . . 
The facade of the British state today is 
crumbling because the British ruling 
class are helpless victims of the laws of 
capitalist accumulation. Somuch so that 
they have not bent to popular pressurein 
the way that the Reagan administration 
might have to succumb to the grass roots 
movement against apartheid that is 
springing up in the United States. Mr 
Rifkind is obliged to say that we British 
are not going to go in for emotional and 
ineffectual measures against South 
Africa. The fact is that they don’t want 
to bend because they now need the 
money from South Africa in order to 
keep the British people in their place. 
And now that the facade is crumbling a 
remarkable resemblance between the 
South African state in all its crudity and 
the British state, which was once so 
subtle, is beginning to appear. . . 


In South Africa young people are 
subject to the rigours of influx control 
and in this country under social security 
legislation the movement of young 
people here is going to be controlled, In 
South Africa black children suffer from 
an inferior educational system and 
many of them die before they are five 
years old, and in this country the in- 
crease given to children’s benefits are 
derisory and are a mark of the way the 
British state is going. South Africa is 
notorious for the level of its police vio- 
lence and anybody who has lived in this 
country during the past year has seen the 
violence of the police directed not only 
against the miners, but also against the 
Greenham Women, the Newham 7, or 
for that matter, the picket outside the 
South African Embassy. Furthermore 
in South Africa in the face of the 
growing and militant democratic black 
trade union movement there, legislation 
has been introduced in accordance with 
fiddles worked out by Wiehahn and 
Riekert. Here, in Britain we find also 
anti-trade union legislation being 
passed so that trade unions have to pay 
fines of £m because they don’t com- 
ply with laws the Tories have invented to 
keep the workers down... 


What we have to do is to smite imper- 
ialism hip and thigh. In so far as South 
Africa is concerned what we do is 
engage in anti-apartheid activity...A 
few days after my arrest Norma (who 
had been active since a teenager) and 
other relatives of detained people 
demonstrated outside the Johannes- 
burg City Hall. The other Kitsons have 
been active against apartheid ever since. 
In the 1980s City Group have been 


carrying on the sort of activity that has 
produced a positive response... 

We have seen how direct action can 
succeed through the recent grass roots 
activity in the United States of America 
where thousands of people have been 
demonstrating outside South African 
institutions in that country, with more 
than four thousand so far arrested — 
ranging from Amy Carter down to 
ordinary people, trade unionists, 
congressmen and senators. This really 
has made a tremendous change in the 
attitude of the American people against 
apartheid — done through direct action, 
picketing. 

We need all forms of activities against 
apartheid including picketing, demon- 
strating and campaigning in order to 
arouse the people. I assure you the 
success of this meeting shows that the 
people are becoming aroused. And 
when they do become aroused, those 
gentry who have been having a nice 
comfortable living out of the existence 
of apartheid and opposition to it get 
worried. I refer of course to the oppor- 
tunists. Opportunism, as Lenin said, is 
the principal enemy. What the oppor- 
tunists do when people get active, as we 
have all learnt the hard way, is to try to 
demobilise the activities because they 
don’t want the status quo to be destabi- 
lised. It might upset their self-interest. 
They spread rumours, as we all know, 
even lies, they make personal attacks on 
us out of their self-interest. 

Well, it is the lot of all activists, to get 
attacked by the opportunists. And the 
answer to that is given once again by 
Lenin, who said what we need to do is to 
go deeper and deeper into the masses — 
while of course the opportunists hope to 
get higher and higher until at last they get 
an interview with the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

So what we need to do is to dig a little 
deeper and to stay active. I have seen 
how the comrades in this hall, day in 
and day out, stand in the rain holding 
banners, get on the phone, write letters, 
grind away and don’t see much return — 
but I assure you, to go into the jargon 
once more, all these little unnoticeable, 
quantative changes, result in a qualita- 
tive effect. What is happening is that 
decent people throughout this country 
are becoming aroused, not only because 
of our activity, which is a factor of 
course, but because of their arousal with 
events in South Africa, and they find 
that we are the people that are giving 
them a lead. That way the conniving of 
the opportunists is brought to nought. 

So I recommend to you all comrades 
just keep on doing it the way you have 
been since 1982 on the 86 day picket and 
the opportunists soon will be outnum- 
bered and surrounded and all barriers 
they are trying to put up against us will 
be burst. 

In South Africa, the bottom lineis the 
armed struggle which has been going on 
‘for the last 25 years — freedom in South 
Africa as I have said before —comes 
from the muzzle of an AK47. I say that 
specifically to laud the role of the Soviet 
Unionin the national liberation of South 
Africa as it has participated in many 
other liberation movements in accor- 
dance with the Leninist principle of 
supporting national liberation move- 
ments to weaken imperialism. We South 
Africans owe a due to the Soviet Union, 
are grateful for its support throughout 
the years. 

In fact I am a Mandela man, the 
members of my family are Mandela 
people, and the true comrades in this 
hall are Mandela people because Man- 
dela stands for no collaboration with 
the apartheid enemy. He has said so. 
The ANC has called for unity in the 
struggle in South Africa, which we must 
match with unity in the solidarity 
actions here. In South Africa the victory 
is in sight because of united and joint 
struggle here and there. And when the 
South Africans win, then here we shall 
be able to win too. 

Stop the treason trial of the UDF 
16 now! 

Long live national liberation of 
South Africa! 


William Bior Duot — 
Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement 


*,..Some of you might have been glad to see the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement was 
struggling against Nimieri as an institution but we 
are also struggling against that system which the 
man has created in the last 15 years. That system 
which has left our country with a debt in the region 
of £9bn, which has left our country to be a stooge 
state for the United States to a degree that Sudan 
was becoming a nuclear dumping state which Aus- 
tralia had refused... 

‘itis the system that exploits man that we wantto 
remove in our country. That is the struggle of the 
SPLA/SPLM...’ 


Omwony-Ojwok, 
Uganda National 
Liberation Front (Anti- 
Dictatorship) 


*,..Unite to fight racism and imperialism! This 
slogan rings in our hearts, for we Ugandans and 
Africans as a whole have endured centuries of 
racist and imperialist oppression. But we are also 
fully aware that racism is a sharp weapon by 
which imperialism endeavours to divide the 
British people. Therefore racism must be seen as 
part and parcel of the exploiters’ arsenal of warto 
keep that evil system going. Racism and imperial- 
ism feed on each other but imperialism is the 
engine. Therefore we must struggle against 
imperialism in order to get rid of racism... 

‘Comrades, the imperialists did everything to 
undermine the National Liberation Front when it 
carried out the struggle against Idi Amin. And Idi 
Amin himself had been put in power by a combin- 
ation of British, Israeli and American imperialist 
agents. Therefore, when British imperialism was 
trying to pretend that Idi Amin was a bad man, he 
was himself a product of the same imperialism. It 
is for this reason, comrades, that British imper- 
ialism has opposed all attempts by the people of 
Uganda to struggle for their democratic rights. In 
1980 a so-called election was carried out and 
once again British imperialism camouflaging as 
the Commonwealth observer team, went there to 
say that under the circumstances of Uganda — 
note the racism again — the elections had been 
free and fair. In other words two standards of 
democracy — one for Britain one for Uganda, one 
for the imperialist centre, one for the African 
people. The result is that our people have taken up 
arms, they are involved in political, diplomatic, 
cultural-and all aspects of struggle and for that 
matter comrades, even now the British govern- 
ment is the only one remaining that unashamedly 
gives systematic and open military support to a 
regime that has been exposed...’ 


Tony James — 
City of London Anti- 
Apartheid Group 


*,..We in City Group understand very well and 
have been making an issue of the fact that racism 
in Britain and apartheid in South Africa are the 
same... There is no abstraction in aparthe! is 
a real struggle on the ground and it is a real 
struggle that we face in Britain...’ 


Pauline Sellars — Irish 
Solidarity Movement 


‘,,. Comrades, the British ruling classis scared by 
the unity of the oppressed. In an interview on 
Radio Ulster in April, Sir Alfred Sherman, That- 
cher’s advisor, named Malcolm Pitt, the president 
of Kent NUM, and ex-Irish POW, John McCluskey, 
as the heroes of a ‘sub-revolutionary movement’ 
which incited picket line violence and ‘endan- 
gered democracy’. Sherman went on to reveal the 
nightmare image for the British ruling class: 


“one recalls the image of Malcolm Pittand John 
McCluskey with their hands clasped high.” 


‘That was a reference to the highpoint of the 
200-strong Irish Solidarity Movement conference 
last October — a miners’ leader and an Irish revo- 


_lutionary joining hands on the same platform as 


our chairperson tonight, David Reed, and the Irish 
Solidarity Movement. Thisis the unity that haunts 
the British ruling class...’ 


Robyn Holder — 
Aboriginal Land 
Rights Support Group 


‘,.. The Aboriginal people of Australia mounted 2 
widespread and massive resistance to the colon 
isation of their land from the moment the British 
invaded. That resistance has continued for more 
than 200 years. It is perhaps the longest war o! 
liberation in history. Despite massacre, poison 
ing and consistent and deliberate attempts a’ 
racial and cultural genocide the Aborigina 
people have not only survived but in recent years 
gone from strength to strength...’ 
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what they have and not risk it by ‘unne- 


cessary’ confrontation with a far more. 


determined Tory government. It is still 
the case that the more privileged skilled 
and white collar workers are holding 
their own under the Thatcher govern- 
ment: since 1979, the wage after tax of a 
skilled manual worker has increased in 
real terms by £6.94 per week (4%) and 
the wage of a young single civil servant 
by £12.53 per week (12%). Compare 
this to the drop in income of recently 
unemployed workers of £14.23 per week 
(18%), the loss of £2.93 per week (3%) 
for a semi-skilled manual worker and a 
loss of £1.01 per week (1%) for a council 
manual worker. The ‘political reality’ of 
the privileged strata of the working class 
who hold on to their jobs looks quite 
different from that of the more op- 
pressed strata of the working class. And 
this gap is widening as the Tories inten- 
sify their attack on the poor, and unem- 
ployment is at record levels. 

In the face of the attacks being made 
by the Thatcher government on the 
working class, the Labour Party and 
trade union movement has shifted to the 
right. The character of the organised 
labour movement, its narrow base and 
the fact that it only speaks for the more 
privileged sections of the working class, 
makes this inevitable. It has never con- 
cerned itself with the poor and unem- 
ployed. The Labour Party has never 
reduced unemployment on coming into 
office. The trade union movement 
makes no attempt to organise the unem- 
ployed. So, as the crisis unfolds, and 
many people who were expecting secure 
and relatively privileged futures find 
themselves among the poor and jobless, 
the Labour Party’s social base begins to 
narrow. It cannot appeal to the op- 
pressed sections of the working class — 
to do so would drive away the signifi- 
cant core of its traditional voters. So it is 
forced to chase after the so-called ‘float- 
ing voters’ —the middle class and more 
prosperous sections of the working class 
—who deserted Labour for the SDP/ 
Liberal Alliance at the last elections. 
Unless it adjusts its political stance to 
the interests of this layer then it has no 
chance of regaining political power in 
thenear future. Given that political pow- 
er, status and privilege is the overriding 
concern, the Labour Party, along with 
the trade union movement, is inevitably 
forced even further rightwards. 

Kinnock made this position absolute- 
ly clear during his campaign to become 
leader of the Labour Party, when he 
said: 

*...wecan only protect the disadvan- 

taged in our society if we appeal to 

those who are relatively advantaged. 

The apparent overconcentration of 

our energies and resources on these 

groups like the poor, the unemployed 
and the minorities — does a disservice 
both to them and to ourselves . . .ifwe 
are to be of real use to the deprived and 
insecure we must have the support of 
those in more secure social circum- 
stances —the home’owners as well as 
the homeless, the stable family as well 
as the single parent, the confidently 
employed as well as the unemployed, 
the majority as well as the minorities.’ 


Kinnock is simply deceitful. The rela- 
tively advantaged are not going to risk 
what they have to fight to improve the 
position of all workers and the unem- 
ployed. Kinnock knows this and that is 
why he has totally abandoned even the 
pretence to defend the interests of the 
poorest and most oppressed workers in 
Britain. He scabbed on the miners’ 
strike, he scabbed on Liverpool council- 
lors opposing ratecapping, he scabbed 
on school students acting against the 
YTS cheap labour system and he is 
attacking black people and left-wing act- 
ivists, even the reactionary Militant Ten- 
dency, in the Labour Party, in order to 
build upa ‘respectable’ image of himself 
as an attractive proposition for SDP/ 
Liberal Alliance, and even Tory, voters. 

If the Labour Party ever gets back to 
power, the poor and unemployed can 
only expect a thrashing. The National 
Health service would not have ‘instant 
repairs’ to the damage done by cuts over 
the past six years. ‘You would not ask 


for such a fantasy’ Kinnock told the’ 


annual conference of COHSE on 17 


June. ‘The halcyon days of full employ- 


ment were over’ he told the opening ses- 
sion of the TGWU Conference on 24 
June. And he showed utter racist con- 
tempt for the oppressed minorities when 
with the arrogant air of an imperialist 
regent he said: 


‘We will not tolerate in this move- 
ment people whose preoccupation 
and obsession is with the fringes and 
outer limits of politics.” 


Those who did not share this ‘instinct’, 
he went on, ‘had better take themselves 
off and indulge their hobbies elsewhere’. 
For this he received rapturous applause 
from the more than 1,000 TGWU dele- 
gates. The Labour Party has got the lea- 
der it deserves. To those who believe that 
such a party could make any advance 
towards socialism, we can only repeat to 
them the words of Neil Kinnock ‘you 
would not ask for such a fantasy’. 


The split in the CPGB 


The small forces of the British ‘left’ 
draw their membership from the more 
privileged sections of the working class 
and, more importantly, direct their poli- 
tics towards the relatively privileged 
layers of the organised labour move- 
ment. As that movement has shifted to 
the right and as its social base has nar- 
rowed so the left has had to confront a 
series of difficult political problems. 
Such a confrontation has precipitated a 
split in the CPGB. 

What is fundamental to both factions 
in the CPGB is the belief that ‘like it or 
not, the future of socialism is through 
the Labour Party’ (Hobsbawm). They 
do indeed ‘ask for such a fantasy’. 
However the Eurocommunist wing of 
the CPGB has at least a foothold in real- 
ity. It argues that to be reelected the 
Labour Party must shift to the right and 
the so-called CPGB must follow it. 
Whereas the opposition buries its head 
in the sand. It argues that the next gene- 
ral election can be won ‘by Labour on 
the basis of a manifesto of left-wing 
policies covering economic and social 
issues’. It, needless to say, cannot pro- 
duce a single argument to show how this 
could happen. 

Both wings of the CPGB base their 
political programmes on the interests of 
the more privileged sections of the work- 
ing class. What divides them is that the 
Eurocommunist wing directs itself prim- 
arily to the ‘new’ privileged layers — 
white collar, professional and technical 
workers — with all their middle class pre- 
judices and hatred of communism whilst 
the oppositionglirects itself to the ‘old’ 
traditional industrial labour aristocracy. 

_ The Eurocommunists call for ‘cam- 
paigning among the people to arouse 


‘,.. those involved in a 
fightback against state 
repression today face 
a two-way 

assault — from the 
repressive forces of 
the state and from the 
ruling class’s allies in 
the labour movement’. 


popular opposition to government poli- 
cies’. But we should not be deceived. 
Their ‘people’ are people like them — 
middle class, articulate privileged sec- 
tions of a ‘new’ labour aristocracy. The 
unemployed, the poor, black workers, 
working class women, do not figure in 
their schemes. Their call for a unified, 
broad, anti-Thatcher alliance is not sim- 
ply a wish to defeat a vicious anti-work- 
ing class government. One ofits political 
consequencesis an attack onthe conduct 
of the miners’ strike and, of course, 
picket line violence. Its leading members 
in the NUM, McGahey and Bolton, 
within days of the miners being forced 
back to work, were building bridges with 
opportunists like Kinnock and. Willis 
who scabbed on the miners’ strike. The 
Eurocommunists do not have fighting 
troops to lead and the growing crisis of 
imperialism will narrow the base of their 
support driving them further to the 
right. The CPGB will continue to decline 
under their control. 

The opposition relies on the old 
‘troops’ in the Labour and trade union 
movement and refuses to look beyond 
them to oppressed sections of the work- 
ing class. Crucial issues like Ireland, 
racism and women’s oppression merit 
little attention and the opposition has 
reactionary views on them all. The grow- 
ing polarisation of the working class is 
exposing the reactionary role of their 
chosen allies and undermining their poli- 
tical influence in the working class move- 
ment. Their politics will become more 
and more restricted to retaining control, 
inevitably by bureaucratic means, of the 
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institutions they built up in better times 

—such as trade union bodies and, in the 
light of our experience, in the local 
groups of the anti-apartheid movement. 
They will fight tenaciously to retain some 
influence but having lost the Communist 
Party apparatus to the Eurocommun- 
ists, in spite of their hold on the Morning 
Star, they will follow their chosen allies 
among the ‘old’ labour aristocracy into 
political decline. 

The sham fight in the CPGB is a 
diversion from the struggle to build a 
communist movement. Such a move- 
ment can only be built if it bases itself on 
the most oppressed sections of the 
working class and puts the fight against 
racism and imperialism and the defence 
of democratic rights at the centre of its 
political programme. 


Building a police state 

Every time the oppressed masses have 
fought back against the growing pov- 
erty and oppression that the imperialist 
system imposes on them, the response 
of the British labour movement has 
been the same. Whether it is the Repub- 
lican movement resisting British terror 
in the six counties of Ireland, black and 
white youth during the 1981 uprisings 
fighting against police racism and har- 


assment in British cities or the striking’ 


miners confronting state-directed vio- 
lence in defence of their jobs and com- 
munities in 1984-5, the leaders of the 
British labour movement have not only 
distanced themselves from their strug- 
gles but have, often, openly condemned 
them. Every time this occurs it opens the 


‘To those who believe 
that the Labour Party 
could make any 
advance towards 
socialism, we can only 
repeat to them the 
words of Neil Kinnock, 
‘you would not ask for 
such a fantasy’. 


way for further attacks on democratic 
rights and freedoms and the ruling class 
becomes ever more brazen in conscious- 
ly building a repressive apparatus to 
defend its own interests. 

The ruling class knows full well that 
its political and economic policies, its 
attacks on the fundamental democratic 
right to organise and protest will even- 
tually produce serious political resis- 
tance and further uprisings on the 
streets. That is why it is perfecting its 
state-machine—police, army, courts 
and prisons—to repress such opposi- 
tion. The democratic trappings of the 
boom years are fast vanishing with little 
or ineffective protest from the organ- 
ised labour movement. 

The ruling class strategy is to stifle 
popular democratic opposition to its 
policies by controlling established 
forms of protest so that they become 
ineffective, and criminalising any effec- 
tive resistance. So the right to picket 
effectively—to hold mass pickets or 
conduct so-called secondary picketing 
—was a criminal offence during the 
miners’ strike. From peace camps to 
trade union protest to anti-racist/anti- 
apartheid campaigns, those in struggle 
find themselves ever more restricted by 
repressive legislation. 

Every time the police and courts areal- 
lowed to get away with ignoring or mani- 
pulating the law to justify repressive, and 
previously illegal, measures against 
those fighting back, new legislation is 
soon introduced in which the old ‘illegal- 
ity’ becomes the new ‘legality’. So the 
Police and Criminal Evidence Act embo- 
dies powers of search and arrest previ- 
ously considered illegal and the recent 
Public Order White Paper will propose 
legislation to give police the right, they 
have often simply taken, to ban political 
demonstrations on the streets and politi- 
cal protests outside embassies. In such a 
way the ruling class builds up, step by 
step, the power of the state to isolate, 
divide and defeat resistance to poverty, 
racism, war and repression. 

This conscious strategy became appa- 
rent with the appointment in 1982 of Kit- 
son to head the UK Army Land Forces 
and Newman to head the Metropolitan 
Police. For these two men represented 
the accumulated experience of the Brit- 
ish ruling class in oppressing national 
liberation movements, particularly in 
Ireland where they both served in cru- 
cial periods. 

The essential strategy is to isolate the 
‘subversives’ — that is, effective opposi- 
tion —in Kitson’s own words ‘to disco- 
ver and neutralise the genuine subversive 
elements’. At the same time the strategy 
calls for a strengthening of ‘moderate el- 


ements who support the state’, that is, 
the ineffective opposition —in Kitson’s 
own words ‘to associate as many promi- 
nent members of the population, especi- 
ally those who may have been engaged in 
non-violent action, with the govern- 
ment’. 

The method requires intelligence ga- 
thering from large numbers of low grade 
sources in order to target the ‘subver- 
sives’. Police powers of search and arrest 
have been extended to aid this process. 
Modern computer-backed technology is 
then used to collate and distribute thisin- 
formation and build up a picture of 
potential sources of opposition. Next 
come ‘psychological operations’ which 


are used to isolate the opposition from* 


the people. At this stage in Britain these 
include propaganda against the opposi- 
tion cause and crucially using the media 
to denigrate those resisting the state or 
holding unacceptable views, so justify- 
ing the repressive and often illegal meas- 
ures taken against them. The terminol- 
ogy is well known. Thereare ‘moderates’ 
and ‘extremists’. The language used 
soon gets more extreme. Miners involv- 
ed in mass pickets are called ‘terrorists’ 
or ‘the enemy within’, and so it goes on. 
Even politicians like Tony Benn have to 
be isolated and come under vicious at- 
tack. His proposed bill to amnesty any- 
one convicted of any offence during the 
miners’ strike was said by Leon Brittan, 
the Home Secretary, to represent ‘the 
morality of the terrorist and revolution- 
’ 


In restricting the right to organise in 
opposition to it and attacking and iso- 
lating those leading that opposition, the 
state relies not only on its laws, police, 
courts and prisons but crucially on that 
section of the working class movement 
which will sell out and compromise to 
defeat the struggle from within —the 
opportunists. 

Whether it is Kinnock or Willis attack- 
ing picket line violence, or middle class 
blacks supporting the race relations in- 
dustry, the effect is the same. To give 
the go-ahead to the state to isolate and 
destroy effective opposition and pave 
the way for more substantial attacks on 
our democratic rights and freedoms. 
Could, for example, Brittan have attack- 
ed Benn in that nauseating and hysterical 
style if Kinnock had not already rejected 
out of hand an amnesty for striking 
miners and dismissed Benn’s proposed 
Bill as without any serious purpose? 

The ruling class represents the inter- 
ests of a small minority of rich and 
powerful people. To retain its power 
and privilege it depends on continued 
divisions in the working class and on its 
ability to isolate and pick off effective 
opposition to it in one section at a time. 
The opportunists —the so-called ‘mod- 
erates’ — represent a crucial component 
in its strategy of holding on to political 
power. As Lenin put it ‘without their 
leadership of the workers, the bourgeoi- 
sie could not remain in power’. 

It follows that those involved in a 
fightback against state repression today 
will face a two-way assault, firstly from 
the repressive forces of the state and sec- 
ondly from theruling class’s opportunist 
allies in the British Labour and trade 
union movement. There can be little 
doubt that today, as the striking miners 
have been forced to realise, those involv- 
ed in a serious political fightback will be 
forced as well to do battle with an old 
movement which has ceased to represent 
progress. 


Fighting back 


Howcan the unholyalliance of theruling 
class and its opportunist allies be defeat- 
ed? As the economic, social and political 
crisis of imperialism deepens, so will the 
social base of the opportunists and their 
supporters narrow. Increasingly work- 
ers in struggle will understand that the 
opportunists represent the interests only 
of a privileged minority of the working 
class. And precisely because they dorep- 
resent a minority, they can be defeated 
by a movement that openly and demo- 
cratically campaigns in the interests of 
the majority. They only appear strong 
because they are not challenged. They 
only appear strong because we have 
never been able to unite effectively 
against them. The ‘unholy alliance’ can 
and will be defeated by determined and 
united opposition in defence of demo- 
cratic rights. 

It should beremembered that it tooka 
whole year for the combined forces of 
the government, the NCB, the police, 
the law and the Labour Party and TUC 
leaders to defeat the determined and 
heroic struggle of the striking miners and 
their communities, in spite of the deep 
divisions in their union and in the work- 
ing class movement. It was because the 
leadership of the NUM did not compro- 
mise with the opportunists on a whole 
number ofissues — the ballot, therightto 
oppose police violence — that the oppor- 


Kinnock: smug scab 


tunists were kept at bay for so long. 

When police attempted to restrict the 

right to picket outside the South African 
Embassy in London in June and July 
1984 they were met by adetermined cam- 
paign to break the ban. The RCG, the 
City of London Anti-Apartheid Group 
and other allies, immediately set up an 
open, democratic campaigning organ- 
isation—the South African Embassy 
Picket Campaign — to win back the right 
to picket the Embassy. The ‘moderates’ 
in this case —the leadership of the Anti- 
Apartheid Movement — refused to sup- 
port the campaign, collaborated withthe 
police, making it clear to them that they 
were opposed to the ‘confrontationist’ 
policies adopted by the SAEPC and that 
they were prepared to negotiate with the 
police. The AAM leadership’s secret 
undemocratic back-door methods fail- 
ed. Whereas the militant democratic 
SAEPC, after 161 arrests, including 3 
MPs and 5 local councillors, 5 picketers 
sent to prison and 2 months of deter- 
mined campaigning beat off the chal- 
lenge of the police and the leadership of 
the AAM to win back the right to picket 
outside the Embassy. 
_ The way forward for us is clear. Each 
and every attack on democratic rights 
has to be opposed. The ruling class will 
only give ground if confronted by a de- 
termined and united opposition. The op- 
portunists can be exposed as an unrepre- 
sentative minority and so be defeated if 
we are prepared to unite in broad, open 
and democratic campaigns. 

We havea hard fight on our hands be- 
cause most campaigns whether concern- 
ed with Ireland, anti-racism, anti-apart- 
heid, cuts in state spending, or the peace 
movement, always have those within 
them who refuse to look outwards and 
build open democratic campaigns. It is 
their way of retaining control. Politics 
for them consists of small committees in- 
which each group bureaucratically man- 
oeuvres for control. No real political ac- 
tion takes place, no real battles are 
fought because no real fighting forces 
are involved. These are the politics ofthe 
‘forces of the past’. They want single is- 
sue campaigns, bans on political groups, 
bans on political newspapers, bans on 
political banners, only labour move- 
ment and other influential speakers on 
their platform. They refuse to campaign 
on the streets; and so it goes on. Their 
politics are the politics of bans and res- 
trictions. To accept their methods is to 
go into struggle with one hand tied be- 
hind your back. To accept their methods 
is precisely to play into the hands of the 
opportunists. You cannot fight to de- 
fend democratic rights if your primary 
concern is to restrict the democratic 
rights of those fighting alongside you. 

As communists we must have confi- 
dence in our politics and confidence in 
the people we are fighting alongside. The 
test of our politics is in practice and 
therefore in open, public political bat- 
tles. The test of our politics is the ordin- 
ary peopleso we campaign on thestreets. 

It will be a hard struggle to change the 
bankrupt political traditions of this 
country but in spite of our small num- 
bers our influence is growing. It is a 
measure of our success in the AAM that 
its leadership was forced to turn to the 
bourgeois media—part of the ruling 
class apparatus of control —as part of 
their campaign to defeat us at the AGM 
of the AAM. 

This is only a beginning and the new 
political tradition we are trying to create 
is barely off the ground. The opportun- 
ists will do everything to undermine our 
influence and isolate us but as the ‘for- 
ces of the future’ increasingly become 
involved in political struggle so will our 
influence grow and that of the oppor- 
tunists decline. 

Next year there is a great deal more to 
be done to build a united and organised 
movement of all forces defending demo- 
cratic rights, fighting racism and British 
imperialism. You too can be part of that 
united struggle. Join with us now so that 
together we can create a growing unified 
centralised political movement that is 
capable of conducting the struggle 
against the state, its forces of repression 
and its opportunist allies. 


David Reed 


OLD IRON LADY 


The Tin-Pot Foreign General 
and the Old Iron Woman, 
Raymond Briggs. Published by 
Hamish Hamilton £2.50 


This book is very good because it is a 
children’s book about the Falklands 
(which is Malvinas) war. It tells about 
how vicious Mrs Thatcher is but it does 
not say her name. It is a very funny book 
because it has funny pictures of her like 
this one where she opens her breasts and 
the gold pours out, until you get to the 
bit where all the people died. You have 


all grey pictures of people dying. 

In the book Mrs Thatcher says ‘It is so 
exciting to have a real crisis’. In the end 
when she had won she said that the 
people who had fought in the war could 

‘not come to the victory parade to cele- 
brate if they were wounded and had lost 
bits of their bodies. 

The only thing that is not so good 
about the book is that it does not say 
that the Malvinas Islands do belong to 
Argentina (the Tin Pot Foreign General) 


and not to the Old Iron Lady (Britain). 


Susan 
aged ten 


ISLAND OF TERROR 


Sri Lanka, Island of terror, an 
Indictment EM Thornton and R 
Niththyananthan, 123 pages, 
£2.95 


This book reveals the genocidal attack 
on the Tamil people in 1983 when within 
a matter of days over two thousand 
Tamil people were slaughtered. It charts 
the events in horrific detail through eye 
witness reports, interviews with surviv- 
ors, and newspaper reports. The book 
explains some of the background and 
paints a picture of the increasingly rep- 
ressive and racist state cold bloodedly 
orchestrating the racist hysteria that led 
to the ’83 massacre. 

Tamil people in Sri Lanka — who con- 
stitute 22% of the population —are 
struggling for a separate state, Tamil 
Eelam in the north and east of the island 
as they have learned that this is the only 
way to live without the racist terror un- 
leashed on them. The book shows how 
successive governments have allied with 
the right wing Buddhist forces to syste- 
matically attack all the democratic 
rights of the Tamil people: and fanned 
the flames of racism of the Sinhala 
people. The Sri Lankan state has thus 
led the attack against the Tamil people. 

As the authors show, preceeding every 
racist attack on the Tamil people by Sin- 
hala mobs there has been careful incite- 
ment by the ruling class forces. 

Just before the ‘1981 Massacres’ an 
MP made this statement in parliament: 
‘There was a punishment during the 
time of Sinhalese kings, namely two 
areca nut (palm tree) posts are erected, 
the two posts are then drawn towards 
each other with a rope, then tie each of 
the feet of the offender to each post and 
then cut the rope which will result in the 
tearing apart of the body. These people 
should also be punished in the samé way 
. .. The people of this country want and 


- 


the government is prepared to inflict 
these punishments on these people’ (ie 
Tamil people). 

Although the authors explain very 
well the link between the state and the 
racist attacks it does not deal adequately 
with British and US imperialist interests 
in Sri Lanka. The Sri Lankan regime is 
only carrying out the divide and rule 
policy it has learned from the British. 
The book does not deal with the econo- 
mic and political stranglehold US and 
British imperialism has on Sri Lanka. 
The authors do not make clear that it is 
in the interest of the Sinhala working 
class to make common cause with the 
Tamil people fighting for self determin- 
ation. This being said, the book is essen- 
tial reading for an accurate picture of 
the horrific events in Sri Lanka. 

Viraj Mendis 


NOT IN OUR GENES 


Steven Rose, Leon J Kamin 
and RC Lewontin, Penguin 
198 Pbk £3.95 


How often have you heard it said: 
‘Women have a maternal instinct’, 
‘Rioters should have their heads exam- 
ined’, ‘Communism can’t work because 
people are naturally greedy’, ‘You can’t 
change human nature’? A field of 
science, ‘sociobiology’, has grown up 
giving a supposedly scientific basis. for 
these reactionary views. 

Not in our Genes, by one British and 
two US scientists, renowned in their 
own fields, exposes the fraudulent char- 
acter of ‘sociobiology’, an impressive 
catalogue of the way that facts are bent 
to suit ruling-class prejudices. 

Some of the examples are very mem- 
orable. Take the ‘intelligence quotient’ 
(IQ) test, for instance. A US army IQ 
test asked Polish, Italian and Jewish im- 
migrants for the nicknames of profes- 
sional baseball teams. In another test 
children are presented with a picture of 
a girl with black features and another 
with a doll-like European face and asked 
‘Which is prettier?’ 


* The most famous trickster in this field ° 


was Sir Cyril Burt. He even invented 
two completely fictitious research assist- 
ants to lend an air of credibility to his 
publications. From 1909 to 1971 he pub- 
lished results without mentioning how 
or where he had collected his data, or 
even describing the particular tests used. 
Yet all this escaped the notice of his col- 
leagues and admirers, and he received a 
knighthood for his ‘results’. This high- 
lights the most significant aspect of 
scientific fraud—the elevation of so 
many liars and cheats to prominent posi- 
tions within the self-regulating world of 
bourgeois science. Even after Burt’s 
posthumous exposure by Kamin in 1972, 
racist scientist Hans Eysenck declared: 
‘Tonly wish that modern workers would 


“follow his example’! This should be no 


surprise since Burt’s work was essential 
for the setting up of the 11-plus system, 
ensuring that most educational resour- 
ces within the state sector would be 
reserved for the privileged few. 

The story of schizophrenia forms a 
parallel with that of IQ. Here the role of 
Cyril Burt is played by Franz Kallman. 
While working in Nazi Germany, he 
produced data purporting to show that 
schizophrenia is a recessive genetic dis- 
ease (ie one that, like cystic fibrosis, can 
be carried by people who never develop 
the disease themselves). Even after his 
arrival in the USA in 1936 he used this 
claim to support his argument for the 
compulsory sterilisation of both schizo- 
phrenics and their healthy relatives. 
Those who showed suspicion of his ques- 
tioning risked being diagnosed as schiz- 
oid themselves. 


Kallman was later appointed Presid- 
ent of the prestigious American Society 
for Human Genetics, and his eugenicist 
past was covered up. Even though his 
work is now somewhat out of favour, 
later studies show the same ludicrous 
degree of partiality. People are diag- 
nosed on the basis of gossip, hearsay and 
degree of co-operation with the inter- 
viewer. In one study, some of the sub- 
jects were ‘interviewed’ long after their 
deaths! 


What underlies the sociobiologists’ 
false arguments on both these issues is 
their aim to estimate the ‘heritability’ of 
1Q, racial characteristics, and of certain 
mental and physical illnesses. Thus they 
popularise their results with such claims 
as ‘intelligence is 80% genetically deter- 
mined’. 

This claim is meaningless. Sociobiol- 
ogists have carried out a sleight of hand, 
deliberately lending to ‘heritability’ a 
meaning and significance it simply does 
not possess. ‘Heritability’ does not in 
any sense mean ‘unchangeability’ — it is 
merely a measure of the proportion of 
variation in one particular population 
which arises from genetic (rather than 
environmental) differences, under a cer- 
tain set of environmental conditions. 
Introduce a wider range of environ- 
ments and the genetic variation will be 
proportionately less, and heritability 
will be lower. Heritability describes the 
situation under specified conditions. In 
no way does it predict the effect of 
changing the social or physical environ- 
ment. 

It is easiest to understand this in rela- 
tion to genetic diseases. Contrary to a 
popular misconception (itself fostered 
by sociobiology) inherited diseases are 
no less curable than disease in general. 
Wilson’s disease, for instance, is fatal in 
early adulthood, but can be cured by the 
drug penicillamine. In Third World 
countries death from such a disease is 
100% genetically determined. In Brit- 
ain, where the drugis available, the herit- 
ability of the disease is much lower. The 
worldwide eradication of such illnesses 
is prevented by imperialism, not by 
some abstract entity called ‘heritability’. 

Theinterests of theruling class are well 
served by labelling rebels as mentally ill, 
and finding a biological cause for their 
illness, Three US scientists in 1967 locat- 
ed the cause of urban riots in the defect- 
ive brains of their ring-leaders, and 
proposed a surgical solution: removal 
of part of their brains. Correspondence 
of the Director of Corrections, Sacra- 
mento, in 1971 suggested a certain in- 
mate as a candidate for brain surgery. 
His symptoms? His lack of respect for 
officials, his militancy, his leadership 
ability, and possession of ‘an avalanche 
of revolutionary reading material’. 
(FRFI readers beware!) Just as criminal 


as these dramatic examples are the 941 
doses of central nervous system drugs 
administered per patient per year in 
Holloway jail. Even Cathy Massiter, 
the MI5 agent who spilled the beans 
about the extent of political surveillance, 
was recommended by her superiors for 
psychiatric treatment. 

Against those who would proclaim 
the sacred independence of science from 
politics, Rose, Kamin and Lewontin are 
uncompromising: 

‘If biological determinism is a weapon 
in the struggle: between classes, then 
the universities are weapons factories, 
and their teaching and research facul- 
ties are the engineers, designers and 
production workers.’ 


The bourgeoisie and their hangers-on 
do not hesitate to use this weapon. 
Whenever women’s rights, for instance, 
are to be undermined the state turns to 
science for justification. In 1980 Patrick 
Jenkin declared, ‘Quite frankly, I don’t 
think mothers have the same right to 
work as fathers... These are biological 
facts, young children do depend on 
their mothers.’ The appeal to sociobiol- 
ogy is often quite explicit. Long treatises 
in economic journals have been devoted 
ta ‘bioeconomics’. One article in Busi- 
ness Week magazine was entitled ‘A 
genetic defence of the free market’. The 
first issue of New Nation (offshoot of 
the National Front) hailed sociobiology 
as ‘an important vindication of our 
position’. When the leading determinist 
quoted by New Nation was challenged 
by Steven Rose to dissociate himself 
from the fascists, the response was a 
diatribe in the scientific press against 
Rose himself, equating Marxism with 
Nazism. 

Books like Not in Our Genes can 
themselves be weapons in the hands of 
the working class. The ruling class bom- 
bards us daily with mind-destroying gar- 
bage through the TV, radio and press. 
The New Right ideologues, armed with 
scientific credentials, add new brands of 
propaganda to suit each attack on demo- 
cratic rights and living standards. It is 
not surprising therefore if reactionary 
defeatist ideas about the limitations of 
human nature cause even many of those 
under attack to hesitate to fight back. 

Not in Our Genes provides many of 
the answers for such people. In a read- 
able and accessible style it thoroughly 
discredits the scientific basis of deter- 
minist ideas and, along with it, the whole 
myth of the neutrality of science in gene- 
ral. Once science is liberated from the 
ivory towers, it can become a tool for 
the working class. A book such as this 
one makes an important contribution to 
the re-establishment of the lost tradition 
of scientific socialism, so vital to an 
independent working-class movement. 
Jennifer 
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DON’T MOURN 


Police conduct during 
Township Protests: Aug-Nov 
1984, by The South African 
Catholic Bishops Conference 
and the Catholic Institute for 
International Relations 50p 


The events between August and Novem- 
ber 1984 shocked the Catholic bishops 
into writing this harrowing report on 
what actually happened in the town- 
ships. Allthe statements contained in the 
report are from sworn affidavits from 
victims — most were cross-examined by 
lawyers and their statements are supple- 
mented by doctors who treated the vic- 
tims of racist South African police brut- 
ality. 

This report should shock even the 
most complacent anti-apartheid cam- 
paigner into action. For instance, inci- 
dents of school children returning home 
forced into armoured tanks where they 
are brutally raped, children shot dead 
by rubber bullets in their back gardens, 


mourners at funerals of those killed by 
police themselves captured, horrifically 
sjambokked (a sjambok is atype of whip 
more ferocious than a ‘cat-o’-nine- 
tails’), teargassed, shot at with rubber 
and live bullets are commonplace... 
mourners were even herded into animal 
cages, despite being severely wounded 
and left for hours under burning sun. 

Reports of drunken police looting 
shops are not rare. As the report empha- 
sises, the police believed that they were, 
and still are, at war with the people of 
South Africa. The police role in inter- 
vening in industrial disputes is also 
examined — read this and see where Brit- 
ish police get their ideas for handling the 
miners’ strike in this country from. 

It is hardly surprising that most of the 
events chronicled in this report have not 
come to light until very recently — press 
people were arrested, shot at and had 
their film confiscated. but then, apart- 
heid is trying to pretend it is reforming, 
isn’t it? 

Read this! And, like the South Afri- 
can people, don’t mourn; MOBILISE! 
Charine James 


THE BALLAD OF 
THE FALLEN 


Charlie Haden — (ECM 1248) 
1983 


Throughout the years there have been 
many heroic struggles against fascism 
and oppression. These struggles have 
often thrown up music and songs of 
great beauty and power, telling a story 
of battles lost and won, and a deter- 
mination to continue until overall 
victory is achieved. This record collects 
together some of these songs, traditional 
songs from the Spanish Civil War. and 
the countries of South America, and in- 
cludes four pieces composed by Haden 
or pianist Carla Bley. 

Although this.could be called a ‘jazz’ 
LP I would urge you not to be put off by 
that label. It is quite simply a music of, 
at times, breath taking beauty. A music 
inspired by a passionate belief in the 
right of those involved in struggle and a 
music to encourage and uplift the heart. 
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The songs are rich in texture, blending 
passages of Spanish-style guitar with 
full, flowing patterns of brass; dance- 
style Latin American rhythms with ima- 
ginative improvisation; mournful dedic- 
ation to the fallen with cheerful rousing 
exhortations,to persevere. Some of these 
melodies will be familiar, perhaps ‘The 
People United Will Never Be Defeated’ 
from Chile or ‘If You Want To Write 
Me’ from the Spanish Civil War, while 
other, more recent songs, may not. 

This is a record capable of moving me 
to tears, such is its beauty, and I believ: 
all comrades in the struggle agains 
imperialism will find its spirit rewardin 
and encouraging. The record sleeve con 
tains the text of a poem (translated fror 
the Spanish) from which therecord take 
its title. It was found on the body of ~ 
student killed when the United States- 
backed National Guard of El Salvado: 
massacred asit-in at the university in Sat 
Salvador. It is a moving and fitting 
accompaniment to the record which i! 
inspired. 

Kwame 


On 20 June the Latin American parliamentissued acall for acontinent- 
wide meeting to be held on 10-13 October in Montevideo, Uruguay, to 
discuss the foreign debt probiem. In addition, the Latin American and 
Caribbean Trade Union Congress will discuss the foreign debt crisis 
on 15-17 July in Havana, Cuba. And there will be another Latin Amer- 
ican conference on the debt in La Paz, Bolivia in August. The enor- 
mous foreign debt of the Latin American continent, over $360 billion, 
has now become the decisive social, economic and political ques- 


tion throughout the region. 


It is of significance, in this context, that 
socialist Cuba, the country that has 
made the most substantial social advan- 
ces for its people in the region, is playing 
a leading role in highlighting the debt 
crisis and pointing the way forward to 
its solution. Ina series of major speeches 
and interviews, widely publicised 
throughout Latin America, Fidel Castro 
gives a detailed analysis of the debt crisis 
and argues that the foreign debt of Latin 
America and the Third World cannot be 
paid back and, therefore, must be can- 
celled. Even this, however, will not 


- solve the problem unless a ‘new interna- 


tional economic order’ is created which 
sees ‘the disappearance of the iniquitous 
system of exploitation through which 
the Third World countries are victim- 
ised’. Castro argues that Third World 
countries are ‘being forced to think, to 
unite and to seek solutions, regardless 
of their political stands and ideologies, 
as an elementary matter of survival’. 
The foreign debt crisis will unite Latin 
American countries far more than even 
the Falklands/Malvinas war did. It has 
meant, despite all US imperialism’s 
efforts to the contrary, that Cuba’s iso- 
lation from other Latin American coun- 
triesis finally at anend. On 19 June Cuba 
was admitted to the Latin American 
Parliament by an overwhelming major- 
ity vote of 140to 25. Fidel Castro’s inter- 
vention is making sure that the Cubans 
play a leading role in influencing the 
outcome of discussions on the foreign 
debt crisis throughout the oppressed 
nations of the world. 


The foreign debt is 
unpayable 


The crisis in Latin America is far 
worse than in the 1930s. The population 
is three or four times as large as in the 
1930s and its social problems are incom- 
parably greater. Except for oil, Latin 
America’s export products have far less 
purchasing power than in the 1930s. 
And most important at the time of the 
crisis in the 1930s, Latin America had 
practically no foreign debt. Today that 
debt is over $360bn and there is no way 
it can be paid back. 

Countries such as Argentina are using 
§2 per cent of their exports to pay inter- 
est on their debts. Bolivia is paying 57 
per cent, Mexico and Brazil 36.5 per 
cent, Chile 45.5 per cent and Peru some 
35.5 per cent. It is practically impossible 
for any country to keep going if more 
than 20 per cent of its exports are ab- 
sorbed by payment on foreign debts, 
Little wonder that this has had a devas- 
tating effect on the economies of Latin 
America and on the living standards of 
the people. 

Between 1981 and 1984 the gross 
domestic product of Latin American 
countries fell. The fall in income per 
capita was greater because of the growth 
in population. This fell almost 10 per 
cent for Latin America as a whole. In 
Bolivia it fell by 24.6 per cent, in Chile 
by 11.2 per cent, in Mexico by 6.3 per 
cent, in Argentina by 11.8 per cent, in 
Venezuela by 16.2 per cent and Uruguay 
by 16.2 per cent. In the case of Brazil, to 
restore per capita income to the levels 
achieved in 1980 will require its economy 
to grow at.5 per cent a year from now 
until 1990: Such a target cannot be met 
because of IMF imposed austerity mea- 
sures. Already at the beginning of July 
the Brazilian government announced a 
$8.8bn package of public expenditure 
cuts and tax increases so that it can 
resume negotiations with the IMF ona 
new $1.4bn standby loan and parallel 
austerity programme. 

Certain countries have been forced to 
make desperate efforts to increase their 
exports and drastically cut back imports 
in order to build trade surpluses out of 
which the interest payments on their 
debt can be financed. Brazil achieved a 
trade surplus of $12.6 billion, Mexico 


$13.5bn and Argentina $4.5bn last year. 
This has been at the cost of practically 
exhausting stocks of raw materials and 
at the expense of the maintenance and 
replacement of productive installations, 
so seriously undermining the long-term 
productive capacity of the countries 
concerned. 

In 1984 Latin American countries asa 
whole paid out $37.3bn for interest and 
profits to their foreign creditors and 
received only $10.6bn in loans and in- 
vestments —a net transfer of resources 
abroad of $26.7bn. In just two years, 
1983 and 1984, the net flow of financial 
resources out of Latin America was a 
staggering $56.7bn. As Fidel Castro said 


‘the Latin American underdeveloped 
countries are financing the economies 
and development of the richest indus- 
trialised countries in the world with 


CASTRO CALLS 


FOR A 


OLOdYAddOd 


Third World countries are victimised. 
That is, we consider the struggle for 
the new world economic order .. .to 
be the most essential thing in the short 
term. Marx himself considered econo- 
mic development to be a premise for 
socialism. Experience forced a num- 
ber of countries, Cuba among them, 
to take the socialist road of develop- 
ment. Each people should decide for 

| itself what it wants to do. Iam abso- 
lutely convinced that, for the peoples 
of the Third World ...development 
is the most important current task 
and a vital priority for all, without 
exception, in which they can uniteina 
common struggle.” 


Castro argues that in Cuba it was not 
just social change which paved the way 
for the remarkable social advances of 
the Cuban revolution. It was also ‘be- 
cause a sort of new international econo- 
mic order has been established in our 
relations with the socialist countries.’ 85 
per cent of Cuba’s trade is with the 
socialist countries and its products are 
not sold at ‘rock-bottom’ world market 
prices. It receives higher prices and so 
substantial earnings to finance econo- 
mic development. Only 15 per cent of 
Cuba’s trade is with the West so the 
effect of unequal trade relations is much 
less significant. The same is true of 
Cuba’s foreign debt. The debt with its 
main creditor, the Soviet Union —not 
for the first time —has been renegotiat- 
ed without any problem for 10 or 15 
years, interest-free, The result of all this 
is that the servicing of its $3bn debt with 
the industrialised capitalist world comes 


* + to only 8.56 per cent of the total value of 


GENERAL STRIKE 
OF ALL DEBTORS 


impressive sums of money. 
that moneyhas gone forever; ce is 
no possible way of getting it back.’ 


The growth rate of the foreign debt has 
declined from the record 24 per cent rise 
reached in 1981 as the imperialist banks 
have drastically cut back their lending to 
reduce their exposure and potential los- 
ses. Last year it grew by some 5.5 per 
cent and the interest on it —even if the 
debt is held more or less at the same level 
— will average $40bn a year over thenext 
ten years, and amount to $400bn paid 
out over that period, that is, just to 
finance the interest alone on the foreign 
debt. 


The IMF restrictions for further loans 
cannot work. Consumer prices in Latin 
America increased by 175 per cent on 
average in 1984, reaching staggering 
levels of 2,300 per cent in Bolivia, 690 
per cent in Argentina, and 224 per cent 
in Brazil. The latest figures for three 
months into 1985 are even worse. As 
Fidel Castro says 


‘How can anyone ask that, ina single 
year, those countries reduce their 
inflation, balance their budgets and 
also pay astronomical amounts as 
interest on their debts?’ 


Castro warns the governments of Latin 
America that to demand massive reduc- 
tions in the rate of inflation, drastic cuts 
in public expenditure and other restric- 
tive measures, which will increase 
unemployment and poverty, can only 
lead to serious political and bloody 
social conflicts. This will threaten to 
destroy the ‘democratic opening’ which 
has been created by the masses in coun- 
tries such as Argentina, Uruguay and 
Brazil. The Latin American countries, 
including socialist Cuba, for this reason 
have a united interest in urgently seek- 
ing a solution to the debt crisis. 


The foreign debt cannot be paid back. 
It must be cancelled. The alternative, 
says Fidel Castro, is ‘generalised social 
upheaval throughout the hemisphere, 
possibly revolutionary social upheaval’. 
The debt has already taken its first toll 
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in blood in the Dominican Republic, in 
1984, when the poor were gunned down 
in the streets. ‘Any attempt to pay the 
debt under the present social, economic 
and political circumstances in Latin 
America would cost our suffering and 
impoverished nations rivers of blood, 
and it could never be done.’ 


A new international 
economic order 


Cancellation of Latin America’s foreign 
debt, however, in itself will not solve the 
problem. For many countries it would 
have little or no impact, and for others it 
would offer at best a few years’ respite. 
Fidel Castro points out that there can be 
no final solutions to Latin America’s 
problems as long as the unequal terms 
of trade between developing and indus- 
trialised countries remain in effect; as 
long as the imperialist countries impose 
protectionist policies and dump subsi- 
dized products to grab markets and 
depress prices of the exports on which 
many Third World countries depend; as 
long as monetarist policies imposed by 
one powerful imperialist country deter- 
mines the interest to be paid and op- 
pressed nations are lent money at one 
value and are expected to pay it back ata 
higher value; and as long as the capital 
needed for development is drained 
away. 

Unequal terms of trade have had a 
decisive effect in creating the crisis. 
They involve the constantly rising prices 
for the equipment, machinery and other 
finished products imported from the 
imperialist countries compared with the 
declining purchasing power of the dev- 
eloping countries’ basic exports. An 
example of this is the fact that it took 
200 tons of sugar to buy a 180-hp bull- 
dozer 24 years ago. Today it takes 800 
tons of sugar. Between 1980 and 1984 
the terms of trade for developing coun- 
tries’ basic exports deteriorated by 
nearly 22 per cent. For Latin America as 
a whole with exports in the region of 
$95bn this was equivalent to a loss of 
nearly $20bn in purchasing power. 


In addition Latin America relies 
heavily on US markets for its exports. 
85 per cent of the increase in Latin Ame- 
rican exports between 1982-84 went to 
the US. With the slowdown in the US 
growth rate and the protectionist mea- 
sures being taken to reduce the record 
US trade deficit of $123bn, a further fall 
in foreign exchange earnings for Latin 
America is almost certain. The prob- 
lems will get worse. 

The fact that interest rates are far 
higher than at the time when a large part 
of the debt was-contracted leads to a fur- 
ther loss of capital for Latin America of 
some $10bn. To which must be added 
the effects of the overvaluation of the 
dollar by some 30-40 per cent — 80-85 
per cent of Latin American debt is deno- 
minated in dollars—leading to extra 
interest payments of some $5bn. Finally 
the high interest rates in the US resulting 
from the massive borrowing to finance 
the budget deficit and the highest mili- 
tary spending since the Korean War has 
led to a further capital outflow from 
Latin America of some $10bn. Fidel 
Castro estimates on the basis of all this, 
together with ‘normal’ payments for 
profit and interest of nearly $40bn, that 
Latin America is financing the imperial- 
ist countries in one year the equivalent 
of over $70bn with $50bn of it in cash. 

Unless these basic international eco- 
nomic relations are changed no real 
social progress in the oppressed nations 
is possible. Fidel Castro goes so far as to 
argue that even social change is not 
enough. Social changes can bring about 
a better distribution of social wealth, 
lead to more justice and a concern for 
the poorest, neediest classes in the coun- 
try but itisnot enough. The Third World 
would lack the resources to solve the tre- 
mendous accumulation of social and 
economic problems. 


‘We consider that the fundamental 
premise for the Third World coun- 
tries’ independence, sovereignty and 
development — and even for the right 
to make social changes —is the dis- 
appearance of the iniquitous system 
of exploitation through which the 


Cuba’s exports. Cuba can make massive 
social progress, can use its resources for 
internal development and offer aid and 
help to other Third World countries 
precisely because of the ‘sort of new 
international economic order’ it has 
established with the socialist countries. 


A general strike of debtors 


The Third World has to establish the 
same kind of relations with the indus- 
trialized countries that exist between 
Cuba and the socialist countries. The 
key to creating this is unified action by 
Latin American and other Third World 
countries on the foreign debt. A general 
strike of debtors—some countries are 
practically on strike already — will be the 
only way of ensuring the imperialist 
countries sit down and talk. ‘If we don’t 
force them, they’re not going to talk’. 
Fidel Castro believes this is the only real- 
istic possibility and is one which would 
be supported by most oppressed nations 
and even some countries of the indus- 
trialised capitalist world. The socialist 
countries would also support such a 
development. The conditions, the dis- 
cussions, the organisation has to be 
created now so that when a few coun- 
tries are forced to default on their debt 
and economic and political action is 
tried against them, they have the full 
support of the entire Third World. As 
Fidel Castro argues, ‘they can’t block- 
ade the entire Third World because 
they’d be blockading themselves, they’d 
be without coffee, without chocolate, 
without raw materials, without fuel, 
they’d be left with nothing’. 

Castro points out that a 10 or 12 per 
cent reduction in current military spend- 
ing alone would be sufficient to solve 
the problem of debt. And with such a 
modest cut in their military expenditures 
the imperialist powers could make 
themselves responsible to their own 
banks for the foreign debts of the Third 
World countries. ‘It’s chicken feed, 
since those insane characters would still 
have enough money to destroy the 
world five times over’. But first they will 
have to be forced to sit down and talk. 
Fidel Castro’s brilliant intervention on 
the solution to the debt crisis will ensure 
that the Cuban revolution can no longer 
be isolated and that the Cuban people 
play a central role in a united effort to 
resolve what is now an ‘elementary mat- 
ter of survival’ for the vast majority of 
humanity who live in the Third World. 


David Reed 


Fidel Castro’s main articles on the debt 
crisis can be found in Granma Weekly 
Review 7 April 1985 and 16 June 1985 


INTERNATIONAL 


Since the US Congress voted against aid 
to the mercenary contras in April the 
Reagan administration fas enforced a 
trade embargo on Nicaragua, launched 
a McCarthyite smear campaign against 
those Representatives who voted 
against the war drive, orchestrated pro- 
vocations along Costa Rica’s northern 
border with Nicaragua, and forced a 
reversal of the April decision. The US 
Congress has gone-on to support CIA 
intelligence liaison with the contras, and 
to overturn an amendment forbidding 
the US government from attempting to 
overthrow the Nicaraguan government 
by military force. All this to the accom- 
paniment of a litany of boasts by mili- 
tary figures assuring the US public fhat 
taking Nicaragua would be ‘as easy as 
falling off a log’, attempting to dispel 
the shadow of Vietnam. 

The 12 June Congressional vote for 
$27m worth of ‘humanitarian’ aid for 
the contras is primarily of political signi- 
ficance. It will make little effective dif- 
ference to the contra’s fighting ability: 
they receive a torrent of private dona- 
tions but are no match for the battle- 
steeled Sandinistas. However, the Con- 
gressional vote identifies the bulk of the 
US political establishment with Rea- 
gan’s war drive, and increase his room 
for manoeuvre. 


Economic sabotage «:: 

Reagan’s trade sanction$’ serve as an 
extension of the conitta’s ‘attacks on Nic- 
aragua’s productive capacity. As Presi- 
dent Ortega pointed out: 


‘Cooperatives, health centres, schools, 
machinery, construction equipment, 
day-care centres, food-stocks and 
houses are being destroyed by this daily 
policy of terror. Our losses during the 
period 1981 to 1984 total $237 million 
This would represent for the United 
States and the European Economig 
Community, on a percentage basis, 
$102 billion and $284 billion respec- 
tively of their export earnings during the 
same period.’ 


Forty per cent of the Nicaraguan govern- 


US IMPERIALISM — 
TARGETS NICARAGUA 


On 19 July the Nicaraguan people celebrate the Sixth Anniversary of 
the overthrow of the Somoza regime. The slogan is ‘Victorious Nicara- 
gua will neither sell out norsurrender’. USimperialismis determinedto 
destroy the Sandinista government. It cannot tolerate a government of 
national independence that bases itself upon the democratic 
demands of the most oppressed sections of Nicaraguan and Latin 
American society. Nicaragua’s 2.7 million people are a political, not a 
military, threat to the capitalist giant just a thousand miles away. 


ment’s budget has to be spent on 
defence, Four thousand Nicaraguans 
have been kill@i by contras since Rea- 
gan’s 1981 inauguration. Theimperialist 


strategy is clear: bleed the Nicaraguan 
economy dry, terrorise the population, 
and when support for the Sandinistas 
has waned sufficiently — invade! 


LEBANON 
AND THE 
TWA HIJACK 


“On 14 June Shiite militants hijacked a TWA 747 and eventually landed 

it at Beirut’s International Airport. Detaining 39 US hostages, they 
demanded the release of 735 Shiites held in Israel. The airport runway 
became a stage for theatrical spectacle. US TV companies, compet- 
ing savagely, paid millions of dollars daily for the best positioned 
hotels from which to film the adventure. Across the Atlantic, in the 
USA, President Reagan publicly admitted ‘frustration’. He told the 
world’s press that he had ‘banged his head against a few walls’. Des- 
pite the loud-mouthed talk of ‘no concessions to terrorists’, US imper- 
ialism, with all its might, was unable to take any action. 


With US forces thrown out of Beirut in 
1983 and the subsequent Israeli defeat in 
South Lebanon these criminals lacked 
the political power to execute their num- 
berless threats. Reagan held council 
with his top henchmen and despatched 
the ‘crack’ ‘anti-terrorist’ Delta Squad 
to the Mediterranean. Using the British 
base at Larnaca, Cyprus, they ferried in 
enough gunpower to destroy the whole 
of Lebanon. 

These menacing threats amounted to 
nothing. The US administration was 
forced to negotiate, albeit secretly, and 
tell the Israelis to speed the release of the 
Shiites they held. The intermediary in 
negotiations between the US and the 
hijackers reputedly from the Hizbollah 
—a Shiite fundamentalist movement 
supporting Khomeini —was none other 
than Nabih Berri, leader of Amal. The 
world press rapidly built up Berri’s 
image—a moderate, Westernised man 
with whom dealings could bea pleasure. 
Berri eagerly presented himself as ‘the 


man’ of the day, the only person capable 
of helping the US imperialists out of the 
corner. The hijacking could be his bridge 
to official recognition by US imperial- 
ism. But while Berri’s stature among im- 
perialist journalists grew and grew, it 
was Syrian intervention which finally 
secured a deal allowing the hostages to 
leave for Frankfurt on Sunday 30 June. 
In accordance with the unadmitted deal, 
the Israelis have also started to release 
the Shiites—331 are already back in 
Lebanon. 

Badly mauled in the hijack drama, 
Reagan and the bandits that surround 
him hurled epithets against the hijackers 
— ‘thugs’, ‘murderers’, ‘cowards’, 
‘barbarians’, and ‘criminals’. The 
hijackers had killed one US marine. The 
US administration has financed and 
organised the killing, raping, burning 
and pillaging by the ‘contras’ in Nicara- 
gua, the Israelis in Lebanon, the fascist 
regime and its death squads in El Salva- 
dor, the counter-revolutionaries in 


Afghanistan. Hundreds of thousands 
die and suffer at the hands of US imper- 
ialism, yet in boundless hypocrisy and 
disgusting perversion, Reagan claimed 
during the hijack: ‘No nation on earth 
hd§ been more generous to others in 
need,’ 

Unable presently to mount immediate 
direct intervention against the Lebanese 
people, the US administration, in tested 
imperialist fashion, is seeking to hire 
mercenaries for ‘revenge’ operations. 
$S5mis on offer forthe ‘capture of’ thehi- 
jackers and schemes are being consider- 
ed for ‘private enterprise’ ‘anti-terrorist’ 
operations. 

The hijack revealed that today it is the 
Syrian regime, not Israel and the US, 
which controls developments in Leba- 
non. But this control is by no means 
absolute or permanent. As the drama 
unfolded, the Palestinian resistance 
forced a significant defeat on the Syrian 
/Amal alliance which for 5 weeks had 
fought in an attempt to disarm Palestin- 
ians in Sabra, Chatilla and Bourj al- 
Barajneh camps. On 17 June they were 
forced to sign a face-saving 13 point 
peace pact and lift the siege which had 
reduced the camps to rubble, killed over 
800 Palestinians and resulted in the 
spread of cholera and typhoid. A key 
condition of the pact was that the Pales- 
tinians surrender their heavy weapons. 
They had none. They had heroically 
defended the camps with light weapons 
alone. 

Humiliated at Beirut’s airport, im- 
perialism’s distress is now aggravated, 
as is the Zionists’, by the Syrian failure 
to liquidate the Palestinian resistance. It 
is no wonder then that in these circum- 
stances imperialism spews out its most 
sickening bile, its hypocritical rhetoric 
and intensifies its official and unofficial 
military preparations for war against 
the oppressed. 


Eddie Abrahams 


Britain’s share in the US war 
Thatcher’s government is a willing 
accomplice in the US plans. Between 


1980 and 1983 the US secured the termi- | 


nation of aid and credit from the World 
Bank and other financial institutions. 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
documents were recently published in 
The Observer showing that the British 
government is working inside the EEC, 
the World Bank and the Inter-American 
Development Bank to block loans to 
Nicaragua on a pretext of technicalities. 
Since early May when Nicaragua turned 
to Europe asa market for its bananas the 
Anglo-Dutch firm Geest have been try- 
ing to force the Nicaraguan produce out 
by price cutting. Thatcher’s mentor Sir 
Alfred Sherman met with contra leader 
Frank Arana in 1983 and discussed the 
possibility of arms supplies. In early May 
this year the Foreign Office responded to 
reports that the contras were recruiting 


mercenaries in Britain, stating that | 
nothing could be done by lawas the mer- ; 


cenaries were not ex-servicemen. By 26 
May The Observer reported ‘up to 40 
British ex-servicemen’ recruited. Mean- 
while two ex-British soldiers had been 
arrested at a contra training camp onthe 
Costa Rica border with Nicaragua. In 
July Foreign Office officials attended a 


meeting in London addressed by contra | 


leader Arturo Cruz. 

Thatcher, in a letter to President 
Ortega, condemned Nicaragua’s criti- 
cisms of Reagan’s policies as ‘abusive’ 
and wrote ‘the British government share 
these aims [of] peaceful solutions to the 
problems of Central America’. British 
imperialism is providing the Reagan war 
plans with political and diplomatic 
cover, and is conniving with the thrust 
of his military-economic strategy. Presi- 
dent Ortega replied that Thatcher was 
supporting ‘the violation of the most 
elementary norms of international 
behaviour.’ 


Mobilise 

US imperialism has brushed aside every 
effort at a negotiated settlement with 
Nicaragua. It sneered at Nicaragua’s 
gestures of reducing the number of Cu- 
ban advisers in the country and ending 
the importation of new defence systems. 
US troops are continuously rotated 
through Honduras which has been trans- 
formed into a vast military staging post. 
US warships are on permanent patrol off 
Nicaragua’s coasts. A carefully designed 
incident along the Nicaraguan border 
with Costa Rica, meticulously presented 
as ‘neutral’ and ‘without an army’, while 
receiving a 50 foldincreasein US military 
aid since 1981 would providea politically 
neat excuse for a US invasion from the 
north. Reagan, as with the invasion of 
Grenada, uses frustration over Lebanon 
to whip up a mood of anticipation by 
hysterically raving against the Sandinis- 
tas. 

Reagan would do well to consider the 
warning issued by Nicaraguan Defence 
Minister Humberto Ortega: a US inva- 
sion would meet mass organised resist- 


ance in Nicaragua, throughout Latin i 
America and inside the USA itself. In 


the two days following the Congression- 
al vote for aid to the contras nearly 
2,000 people were arrested in protests 
across the USA. Nicaraguan Foreign 
Minister, Father D’Escoto, has begun 
an indefinite fast calling for internation- 
al mobilisation against the US threat. 
The Nicaraguan people are mobilised to 
give the Yankee a lesson he will never 
forget; we in Britain must mobilise now 
against British support for the war 
drive. 


Trevor Rayne 
with thanks to Mike Webber 


PHILIPPINES 


As urban opposition to the Marcos 
regime grows, the communist New 
People’s Army (NPA) controls large 
areas of the countryside. The United 
States ‘Peace Corps’ has pulled ali 
but one of its volunteers out of 
Mindanao island after threats from 
the NPA. While the NPA is strongest 
on Mindanao, it is also active on ail 
the other major islands. It has 
recently gained a lot of support on 
Negros island, due to massive re- 
dundancies from the sugar planta- 
tions there. . 


In response, right-wing death squads, 
including fanatical religious sects such 
as the ‘Muslim Christian Rebels’, armed 
by the government’s Integrated Civilian 
Home Defence Force (ICHDF), terror 
ise villagers and murder suspected com- 
munist sympathisers. ICHDF members 
were responsible for the brutal murder 
on 11 April of Italian missionary priest 
Fr Tullio Favali. The death squads have 
only driven more peasants over to the 
communist side, since only the NPA can 
protect them from the governmen'- 
backed terrorists. 

The guerilla movement is now in = 
position to link up with the urban strug- 
gle. The illegal National Democratic 
Front (NDF), a revolutionary alliance: 
of communists and other nationalis 
forces, has virtual control over areas ¢ 
the Philippines’ third largest city 
Davao, organising general strikes anc 
mass protests there. Small armed ‘Spar- 
Tow units’ protect strike leaders and 
deal out rough justice to tyrannical 
police officers and government offi- 
cials. The NPA is ready to start armed 
operations in the capital, Manila, next 
year. 

The Reagan administration, while 
willing to dump Marcos in favour of 2 
more efficient puppet if needs be, is step- 
ping upits military aid tothe Philippines. 
Marcos implied recently that he might 
callin US combat troops to help him out. 
However, the US, having lost in Viei- 
nam, are playing safe. They have leased 
two enormous sites in the Marianas 
Islands to replace Clark Air Base and 
Subic Bay Naval Base in the Philip- 
pines, which they will lose when the 
NPA is victorious. 


Jonathan 


KANAKS FIGHT 
ELECTIONS 


In August elections take place in New 
Caledonia for four new regional councils: 
the first stage of the French Socialist gov- 
ernment plans for the colony. The date for 
a referendum on independence has now 
been postponed until 1987. 

At their congress in May the Kanak 
Socialist National Liberation Front 
(FLNKS), the vanguard organisation of the 
Kanak people decided to take part in the 
elections. The decision to participate was 
reached with great difficulty, especially 
after the successful rising against elec- 
tions for a territorial assembly back in 
November 1984 (see FRFI 45). 

Since November the Kanaks have come 
under increasing pressure to give up their 
Struggle for independence. The white 
settlers, ‘caldoches’, have resorted to 
bombing Kanaks, firing upon them and 
rioting in January and May against the 
French goyernment plans which they see 
as yielding power to the Kanaks. 

As the caldoches arm themselves the 
Mitterrand government is forcing forward 
its plans for New Caledonia. Firstly that 
whatever the electoral result France will 
keep responsibility for security and 
foreign affairs. Secondly the French 
intend to enlarge their military presence, 
building a permanent base, increasing 
their contingent of troops by 50% and 
placing 25 Jaguar strike aircraft in New 
Caledonia. 

The Mitterrand government rejects the 
main demands of the FLNKS, that a refer- 
endum on the question of independence 
take place before the March 1986 French 
parliamentary elections, and that only the 
Kanaks be able to vote in it. 

In the August elections the FLNKS are 
predicted to win control in 3 of the 4 
regional councils. This will be another 
step forward in the struggle for self- 
determination for the Kanak people. 
Dale Evans 
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RELAND 


RUC 
COLLABORATORS 
WARNED 


4UC plans to expand and entrench their 
sectarian presence in Derry are under 
threat from the Republican Movement. On 
49 June, Sinn Fein councillors on Derry 
City Council succeeded in effectively evic- 
iing the RUC from a base in the Waterside 
atea. They, with SDLP and Independent 
support, rejected an RUC application fora 
five-year lease renewal on land and build- 
ings it occupies opposite the British Army 
HQ in the Waterside. 

In the Loyalist Waterside area of Derry, 
directly opposite the nationalist Bogside, 
work at the multi-million pound Lisnagel- 
vin RUC Barracks, reputed by nationalists 
to become the Castlereagh of Derry, came 
to an abrupt halt on Monday 1 July. Con- 
tractors pulled out and not one worker 

_twened up for work. On Friday 21 June the 
Derry Brigade of the IRA had issued a 
waming to all contractors on the site that 
if work continued they would be executed. 
in a statement Derry Brigade said: 


‘We have repeatedly wamed those who 
collaborate with the RUC that we will 
not tolerate their activities. No future 
wamings will be issued.’ 


Pauline Sellars 


POWS’ BIRTHDAYS 


The following Irish Republican prisoners _ 
have forthcoming birthdays. FRFI sends| 
greetings and we ask readers to send 
cards, preferably recorded delivery to 
ensure their arrival. 

{Sean Hayes, 341418, HM Prison Albany, 
Newport, Isle of Wight. July (exact date not 
available). 

Brian Keenan, B26380, HM Prison, 
Welford Road, Leicester, LE2 7AJ. 17 July. 
Stephen Nordonne, 758663, HM Prison 
Parkhurst, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 
5NX. 2 August. 

Paul Hill, 462778, HM Prison Gartree, 
Leicester Road, Market Harborough, 
isicestershire, LE8 2TN. 13 August. 
Ronnie McCartney, 463799, HM Prison 
Gartee (as above). 3 September. 


DELEGATION TO 
BELFAST 
10/11 AUGUST 


| Irish Solidarity Committees in 

| Scotland, the North and London are 
. travelling to Belfast to take part in 

| the annual anti-internment march. 

| For details of pre-delegation 
} 
[seae 


meetings, travel arrangements and 
cost write to ISM, BM Box 1320, 
London WC1N 3XX. 


IRISH SOLIDARITY | 
| MOVEMENT 


| The ISM campaigns on the basis of 

' ‘Victory to the Irish People! Troops 

| Out Now! Right of Repatriation for all 
| trish POWs!’ The ISM has held events 
in protest at the informer strategy, 

| plastic bullets, strip searches in 

| Armagh gaol, the PTA and all aspects 
' of repression used against the Irish 

| people. The ISM has consistently 
campaigned in solidarity with Irish 
POWs.in English gaols. The building 
of a campaign against the anti-Irish 
racist Prevention of Terrorism Act has 
been a central part of the ISM’s work 
this year. 

Join the ISM, order copies of the 
iSM pamphlet and the ISM 
campaigning leaflet to aid the 
building of a strong solidarity 
movement that can make common 
| cause with the struggle of the Irish 
people for freedom from British rule. 

Send the form off NOW and order 
your ISM publications. 


JOIN THE IRISH SOLIDARITY 
MOVEMENT! 

Name Tel 
ps eee Ee SE Be ee 
Affiliation: individuals £5/£2 unwaged. 
Organisations £20 


Wirite to: ISM, BM Box 1320, London 
WCIN 3XX 

Cheques/PO’s payable to ISM and 

| crossed. | 


O# tank 


British army 
turns screw 


On Friday 31 May a large force of British troops crossed the Armagh/ 
Louth border into the Twenty-Six County ‘Free State’. Local people 
saw over sixty heavily armed troops, who had been ferried in by heli- 
copter, cross at about 11am near Hackballscross. They proceeded to 
search several farmhouses and entered John Conway’s yard and 
quarry containing huge oil tanks. The Gardai were alerted and a joint 
Irish Army and Garda force arrived in Conway’s yard to politely inform 
the British troops that they were on the wrong side of the border. The 


troops withdrew. 


An hour later John Conway discovered 
that one of the oil tanks in his quarry 
had been tampered with. The valve to 
the tank had disappeared with the result 
that 10,000 gallons of diesel oil had been 
drained into a nearby bog, from there 
into the Courtbane River —part of the 
main water supply to the town of Dun- 
dalk, The water was so heavily polluted 
that the local council were forced to 
tration the water supply over the week- 
end. Local people had witnessed British 
troops around the oil tanks and are in no 


doubt that the tanks were sabotaged by 
the British Army. 

This cross-border incursion, resulting 
in what could have been deadly conse- 
quences for the people of Dundalk, was 
just one of hundreds by the British 
Army over the last ten years. The local 
log of border violations for this year 
alone is fourty-two; the Irish govern- 
ment claim there have only been seven- 
teen, but then it is hardly likely to admit 
the true extent of its collusion with such 
incidents. 


iS British soldier with tian 


Anglo-Irish collaboration 

The British Army and government 
hardly attempted to defend this obvious 
invasion and vandalism, able to rely on 
their neo-colonial puppet regime in the 
Twenty-Six Counties to do it for them. 
The British Army did admit that ‘a small 
number’ of men had strayed across the 
border as a result of a ‘map-reading 
error’! They denied that ‘soldiers were 
responsible for the leaking of the diesel 
fuel oil’. The Free State regime, despite 
the unanimous evidence of local people, 
slavishly adhered to the British story of 
‘a small number’ of men involved and 
just to prove they could count claimed 
that ‘only five troops were involved not 
sixty and not even seven’. The ruling 
coalition government abjectly accepted 
what even the likes of Haughey referred 
to as ‘the hoary old chestnut’ of a map- 
reading error. They then went on to 
outdo the British in a blatantly absurd 
claim that it was just as likely that ‘local 
Provisionals saw an opportunity and 
turned the knob themselves’ in a bid to 
discredit the British Army and win votes 
for Sinn Fein. Local people are out- 
raged at their government’s collabora- 
tion with the British forces and a local 
Independent councillor said that the 
government’s statement was ‘the great- 
est load of crap I have ever heard’. Yet 
eyewitness accounts were totally ignored 
as the Irish neo-colonial puppet regime 
scrambled to do Britain’s dirty work 


os i om a 


Above, How a sixty-strong squad of 
British soldiers crossed into the South 


and ingratiate itself further with the 
British government. 

Indeed the lynch-pin of the contin- 
uing Anglo-Irish monologue is that of 
legitimising cross-border incursions as 
well as joint RUC/Garda policing 
and joint North/South courts. The 
problem for the Fitzgerald government 
is that the British will not concede even 
cosmetic reforms to allow the Free State 
to justify its collaboration with British 
imperialism. 

Meanwhile the incursions continue. 
On Monday 17 Junea British Army foot 
patrol crossed into North Louth. Not 
content with harassing Sinn Fein elec- 
tion workers in Six County elections the 
foot patrol proceeded to harass Sinn 
Fein supporters in the Twenty-Six 


Counties. As in the Six Counties British 


Army intimidation did not succeed: 
Sinn Fein went on to win 17 per cent of 
the total North Louth vote three days 
later in the Twenty-Six County local 
elections. 

The Hackballscross incursion and the 
Free State cover-up is yet further proof 
that the struggle for a united indepen- © 
dent Ireland is a struggle against not 
only British imperialism but also against 
the neo-colonial Free State regime. 


Pauline Sellars 


No normality 


‘Economic investment in Belfast has recently presented the Brits 
with a propaganda platform from which they have been consciously 


proclaiming the “return of normality” . . 


. There is no normality.” 


This statement from the Belfast Brigade of the IRA spells out the 
rationale behind the operation of Friday 14 June. A 1,000 pound bomb 
was used to devastate a carefully targetted area of Belfast city centre 
which contained offices of British judicial, administrative and econo- 


mic interests. 
Armed volunteers acted as look-outs as 
the massive bomb was placed, demon- 
strating the ability of the IRA to breach 
the severe security measures in opera- 
tion around the city centre. This was the 
biggest bomb ever used in the city centre 
and the first such operation in almost 2 
years. 

The havoc it wreaked is not confined 
to the millions of pounds worth of dam- 


age caused; the blow against British im- 
perialism’s ‘normalisation’ propaganda 
and the ‘embarrassing’ way in which its 
security was breached are proof of the 
continuing strength of the IRA. 


Throughout June the mounting toll 
of RUC forces continued; by 18 June 18 
RUC and 3 RUC Reservists had been 
killed this year in IRA operations. 


On 14 Junea member of the elite divi- 
sional Mobile Support Unit was shot 
and wounded in Newry and on 16 June 
an Active Service Unit from the Ist Bat- 
talion, South Derry Brigade ambushed 
and killed an RUC man in Kilrea. On 18 
June a 1,000 pound landmine hidden in 
a culvert near Kinawley County Ferma- 
nagh, destroyed an unmarked Ford 
Sierra in which two RUC men were tra- 
velling. The explosion killed one and 
seriously wounded the other. 

The IRA strategy of attacking econo- 
mic as well as military targets was dem- 
onstrated once again on 24 June. Armed 
volunteers provided back up to secure 
positions for the placement of two large 
incendiary bombs in Derry city centre. 
The bombs were defused after 3 hours 
but managed to bring the city centretoa 
standstill. Superintendent Basil Elliott 
hypocritically remarked: ‘But for the 
good work of the Army ...those res- 
sponsible would have been adding to the 
unemployment situation in the city’. 


Malcolm Ellis 


Sinn Fein advance 


Despite total censorship on RTE, under Section 31 of the Broadcasting 
Act, Sinn Fein won a significant increase in votes in the Twenty-Six 
County local government elections on 20 June. Sinn Fein’s total vote 
rose by nearly 60 percent from just under 34,000 (1979) to about 54,000. 
Significantly in Dublin and the border areas Sinn Fein’s vote more than 
doubled: Dublin City and County from 5,000 (1979) to 12,446; Donegal, 
Leitrim, Monaghan and Louth from 6,253 (1979) to 12,702. Sinn Fein 
secured about 5 per cent of the total vote in Dublin, 11 per cent in 
Leitrim and 12 per cent in Monaghan. Sinn Fein increased its number 
of seats from 30 to 39. These results mark an important advance in 
Republican support in the Twenty-Six Counties. 


The local elections revealed a significant 
rejection by the urban poor of the electo- 
ral process itself—in Dublin Corpora- 
tion the turn-out fell to an unprecedented 
43%. The coalition government’s share 
of the total vote fell from 47 per cent 
(1979) to 37 per cent. In Dublin it plum- 
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meted from 53 per cent (1979) to 35 per 
cent. The Irish Labour Party’s vote was 
halved in Dublin from 20 per cent (1979) 
to 10.5 per cent. 

It is clear from the results that the 
Irish Labour Party’s lost votes largely 
went to the pro-imperialist Workers 


Party. In Dublin Corporation the Wor- 
kers Party pushed the Labour Party into 
fourth place. As the Irish Labour Party 
fades, the Workers Party is emerging tc 
take its place as the political voice of the 
more privileged sections of the Irish 
working class and urban middle-class 
voters. The Workers Party’s virulent 
hatred of the Republican Movement has 
made it an acceptable substitute for the 
ineffective Irish Labour Party. 

It is no coincidence that Sinn Fein’s 
best results were in Dublin and the bor- 
der areas. It was the urban poor and 
people most directly affected by British 
occupation of the Six Counties who 
voted for Republicanism. As the econo- 
mic, political and social crisis of the 
neo-colonial Twenty-Six Counties 
intensifies the opportunity for the 
Republican Movement to become the 
voice of the dispossessed in the Free 
State will grow. 


Terry O’Halloran 


Strip 
searching 
=the lies 


The Northem Ireland Office pamphlet, 
Armagh Prison, Strip Searching, The 
Facts is little more than a shamefaced 
attempt to discredit the well publicised 
and growing campaign both here in Brit- 
ain and internationally against the barbar- 
ic treatment of women in Armagh prison. 
The NIO adopt a cynical and patronising 
tone only wishing to counter the ‘mislead- 
ing and inaccurate accounts which have 
been circulated’ causing ‘anxiety among 
people who believe quite properly, that all 
prisoners should be treated humanely’ 
(sic). 

The NIO go on to suggest that the strip- 
searches carried out in Armagh are in no 
way different from those carried out in 
other women’s prisons in Britain. Then 
why, in September 1983, was the monthly 
average of strip-searches per prisoner in 
Armagh 3.4 while in England and Wales 
the figure was 0.3 per prisoner? 

The pamphlet is littered with omis- 
sions, half-truths and downright lies from 
beginning to end. Yet even the NIO have to 
admit that while they claim strip-searches 
are carried out in the interests of security 
the items found ‘have not in themselves 
had any particular security significance’. 

The NIO go to great lengths to point out 
that each search is carried out ‘sensitively 
and with due regard to considerations of 
human dignity’. Women are physically 
forced to remove sanitary protection and 
are left to bleed. 

Jackie Moore was strip-searched only 2 
weeks after giving birth to her baby and 
made to remove sanitary protection and 
breast pads. This is NIO sensitivity. 

The pamphiet is a pathetic and disgust- 
ing attempt to discredit the women of the 
Six Counties and their supporters. But we 
should not feel too discouraged by their 
méaly-mouthed rhetoric for it is obvious 
that having to resort to such propaganda. 
shows that the campaign is hitting them 
where it hurts. 

Sian Bond 


Solidarity with the 
women of South 
Africa : 


Dear Friend 

On Friday August 9 we are marking 
South Africa Women’s Day with a 
public meeting to be held in Islington 
Town Hall. It is a day which is com- 
memorated each year to celebrate and 
remember the 20,000 women who, in 
1956, marched on Pretoria in protest 
against the apartheid regime’s notor- 
ious pass laws. 

It is also a day on which we re- 
dedicate ourselves in solidarity with 
the struggle for liberation in South 
Africa. 

Enclosed you will find leaflets ad- 
yertising the meeting. We hope that 
you and your organisation will beable 
to assist us to distribute these and 
generally publicise the meeting. 
Would you undertake to: 


@ enclose the leaflet in mailings 
you are sending out between 
now and early August (quantities 
available on request); 

@ include details of the meeting in 
your journal/newsletter; 

@ also include an article on South 
African Women’s Day. 


Messages of solidarity would be wel- 
comed and it would be appreciated if 
these were sent in as soon‘ a$ possible 
to enable us to print@and distribute 
them at the meeting. aT 

Opposition to apartheid within 
South Africa is today at an unprece- 
dented level and women, as always, 
are playing a prominent part. 

We trust that you will wish to sup- 
port and participate in the meeting 
and we look forward to hearing from 
you. 

We thank you for your solidarity 
Eleanor Khanyile 

Chairperson 

Regional Women’s Section 
African National Congress 


AFRICAN 
NATIONAL 
CONGRESS 


International Day of 
Solidarity with the Women 
of South Africa 


Friday 9 August 7pm 
Islington Town Hall 
Upper Street London N1 


with speakers from SWAPO, the 
Anti-Apartheid Movement and 
the ANC 


We invite you to share in our 
singing and visual displays, to 
listen to our speakers and our 
dramatic presentation and learn 
about the struggle against 
apartheid. 

Demonstrate your solidarity and 
support the women of South 
Africa. 


Women Unite for People’s 
Power! 


No tns: 
No Comment! 


Dear FRFI, 
‘It is the position of this adminis- 
tration that sanctions, such as 
those in the legislative before 
you today, would be counter- 
productive: they are more likely 
to strengthen resistance to 
change than to strengthen the 
forces of reform.’ 
United ‘States Department of 
State, South Africa: The Case 
Against Sanctions April 1985 


‘From a practical point of view 
the disinvestment strategy sim- 
ply does not makesense... Even 
if Western capitalists withdrew 
their capital, which is highly 
unlikely, it is even more unlikely 
that any good would result. 
Opponents of disinvestment 
can convincingly argue that iso- 
lation and economic chaos 
would force the government to 
adopt even more repressive 
measures to contain social 
unrest.’ 
The Revolutionary Communist 
Party, the next step, June 1985 
Yours 
Trevor Rayne 


Close down 
South African 
Airways : 


Manchester FRFI/RCG is 
initiating a broad campaign to 
close down the South African 
Airways office in Manchester, 
local representative of apartheid. 
We are planning weekly pickets 
and open meetings. 

If you are willing to take part in 
this campaign, please contact: 
Manchester FRFI, Box 38, 434 
Corn Exchange Buildings, 


Marines in 
the zoo 


Dear FRFI, 

Tread an article in our local rag about 
some Marines running amock. One 
of them was ill treating a Guinea Pig. 
He repeatedly threw it in the air, 
kicked it about the street, swung it 
above his head by its legs and then 
threw it under a car.killing it. In court 
he said ‘I do not feel that I ill treated 
the animal, why that’s absurd’. He 
was fined. 

Another two Marines appeared in 
court. One Mark Joseph Beale 45th 
Commando was fined £125 for 
assaulting a person, kicking and 
punching him to his injury and vio- 
lently resisting arrest. The other was 
fined £60 for trying to rescue his 
buddy from the police. 

You would think that would be 
enough rampaging up and down the 
streets for one week, but alas David 
Andrew Bennett also 45th Comman- 
do was fined £60 for conducting him- 
self ina disorderly manner, cursing, 
shouting and swearing and challeng- 
ing the lieges and the public toa fight. 
What kind of people are these 
Marines? No don’t answer that. 

Fighting for their Queen and 
Country are they? I wonder what 
threat the Guinea Pig was to imper- 
ialism. Perhaps in his drunken stupor 
he thought it was part of a terrorist 
organisation trying to chew up the 
government. 

These people expect to be respec- 
ted and given a pat on the back for 
the job they do. As far as I’m con- 
cerned these people are nothing more 
than thugs and should be shown as 
much respect as they gave to the 
people and the animal they attacked. 
They are the kind of sick people im- 
perialism breeds. 

Smash imperialism! 
Freedom and rights for animals! 
Marines in the Zoo! 


My comrades and myself at Albany 
send our greetings and S®lidarity to 
Helen from Edinburgh who was 
arrested by the racist police whilst she 
was peacefully picketing with several 
comrades against the sale of South 
African goods. Her courage and 
determination is an example to all 
anti-apartheid activists. Smash all 
aspects of apartheid now. 

We strongly condemn the Edin- 
burgh AA Group motion against 
Helen because of its most reactionary 
undertones. It is obvious that those 
deserving the strongest reprimand 
are the bureaucrats in the leadership 
of the Edinburgh AA Group who by 
their action have shown clearly their 
unsuitability to be at the head of any 
anti-apartheid organisation. 

In solidarity 
Danny Breaks 
HM Prison, Albany 


Hanging Ditch, Manchester, Carene 
M3 4BN 
|= 
Reactionary Never back 
undertones down 
Dear FRFI Dear FRFI 


You told me all about City Group. I 
had not heard of them before, but I 
was glad of the education on them. 
The AAM sound like cowards, people 
who won’t back up what they have to 
say and bend to pressure from this 
government which supports racism. 
My own philosophy on any subject is, 
if you believe you are right then never 
back down, no matter what .. . When 
I criticise the AAM, I don’t mean 
most of the people in it, I am going 
against the Executive Committee, 
they are the real traitors, 1 suppose 
the Committee members are all a 
gang of ‘liberal minded do-gooders’ 
and when things start to get a bit 
heavy, they start looking for an out. 
People like that have no principles at 
all. 

Yours in struggle and solidarity 
Liam Tierney 

HM Prison Hull 


HELP! 


HELP! During the Dayschool at 
Caxton House a valuable video 
recorder and TV set were sto- 
len from an upstairs room. 
£1,000 lost in ten minutes, 
spoiling an otherwise success- 


ful weekend. Although insu- 
rance may cover 60-70% of the 
cost of replacement we have to 
find over £300 very quickly. 
CAN YOU HELP? Send cheques 
IPOs to: Larkin Publications, 
BCM Box 5909, London WC1N 
3XX. 


SOUTH LONDON 


Public Meeting: South Africa: Britain 
Out of Apartheid, Apartheid Out of 
Wea one 31 July, 7.30pm 

inesday 31 July, 
The Crypt, St Mathews Meeting Place, 
Brixton Hill, London SW2 (opposite 
Lambeth Town Hall) 
Speakers; FRFI, City AA, South 
London Women’s Action Group, 
Soweto Students Representative 
Council. Also poetry, music, batiks, 
bookstall 
Organised by South London FRFI 


LEEDS 


Public Meeting: Britain Out of 
Apartheid, Apartheid Out of Britain 
Monday 29 uly, 7.30pm 

Leeds Trades Club, Savile Mount, 


Leeds 7 
Organised by Leeds FRFI 


LONDON 

Festival Against rtheid: Yes to 
Peace and Justice! No to Apartheid, 
War and Murder! 

Saturday 7 September 

Details to be announced shortly 


Mass Dey of Action Against the 
Apartheid Embassy 

Saturday 19 October 

Details to be announced shortly 


Both ised by City of London Anti- 
Apartheid Group 


EAST LONDON 


Picket: Thames Magistrates Court, 
Aylward Street, London E1, 

Monday 9 September, 1-2pm 

In support of 3 anti-racists arrested for 
challenging the police, Barclays, 
Plesseys and other racist 
organisations at Daneford School in 
Bethnal Green. For more information 
contact Mick Gavan — 

daytime 01-981 6515 


Thanks for a good 
anti-imperialist 
weekend 


Dear Friends, 

We are writing this letter to tell you 
about our feelings on the anti- 
imperialist weekend in London. 

It was a great meeting for all those 
who are fighting for their rights and 
for people who are struggling against 
the Tory dictatorship. The organisa- 
tion was very good and everybody 
was helpful. 

We are really thankful for RCG 
and FRFI that they invite us to this 
event, specially Viraj and Chris. It 
gave us lots of opportunity to publi- 
cise our case and ask for support. 
Yours sincerely 
M Ashar, Rosmina, 
who are fighting for their right to live 
together in this country with their 
children. 


I think the Anti-Imperialist weekend 
was brilliantly arranged and presen- 
ted. There is a strong bond and com- 
mitment by all people involved. For 
people like me it’s an eye opener to 
what is going on. Enjoyed the week- 
end, it’s all worth coming to. Could 
do it again. 

Yours sincerely 

Manda Kunda, 

fighting for the right of herself and 
her 3 children to stay in this country 


LETTERS 


Palestine 
support 


Dear Comrades 

Just a short note to thank you for 
your continuing excellent coverage of 
the national liberation struggle of the 
Palestinian people, including the 
latest article in issue No 50 written by 
Eddie Abrahams on the present situ- 
ation in Lebanon, We are of course 
deeply upset by the latest massacre 
taking place and the continuing con- 
spiracy against the Palestinian Revo- 
lution, and your article was spot onin 
exposing the forces involved in con- 
tinuing attempts to crush the revolu- 
tionary forces in Lebanon, and the 
Palestinian resistance as a central 
part of that. We wish to take the 
opportunity to express our deepest 
empathy and solidarity with the bro- 
thers and sisters in the camps in Beirut 
whose brave and desperate resistance 
is a shining example to us all. It has 
also shown and will continue to show 
the reactionaries the real strength of 
the Palestinian resistance and its 
people, that confronted by a com- 
mon enemy they will unite and resist 
with all their power, despite the sacri- 
fice required and the power of the 
enemy. 

Wealso express our utmost support 
and thanks to groups such as RCG for 
such fine support to the Palestinian 
cause, the latest FRFI being one such 
example. 

Keep up the good work. Revolu- 
tionary regards, 

Yours in solidarity 
Palestinian Solidarity Committee 


Australia : 


FRFI SUPPORTER 


GROUPS 


meet regularly in the following areas to plan and carry out our 
work — education, discussion, funds, sales and campaigns are 


all on the agenda. 
JOIN US! 


LEEDS 


meets fortnightly at Leeds Trades Club, Savile Mount, Leeds 7. For details 
contact: Leeds FRFI, Box FRFI, 59 Cookridge Street, Leeds 2 


EDINBURGH 


meets regularly to discuss the politics of the Revolutionary Communist 
Group and plan our activities. Forthcoming discussions on: 
mocratic rights 


PTA — Public Order Act — Unite to defend 
Communism and British imperialism 


For details contact: 


Edinburgh FRFI, clo Box 40, 43 Candletnaker Row, Edinburgh 


SOUTH LONDON 


meets fortnightly on Tuesdays. Next meeting ponaey fad TRA? details 


contact: 


South London FRFI, BM Box 4835, London 


BGLASGOW 


meets fortnightly on Thursdays. For details contact FRFI sellers or: FRFI 
Box 10, 340 West Prince’s St, Glasgow 


BRADFORD 


meets fortnightly on Mondays. For details contact Bradford FRFI, clo 6 


Edmund St, Bradford 5 


MINORTH LONDON 


meets fortnightly on Mondays 
Road, London N7 (Finsbury 
29 July 


at the Red Rose Centre, 129 Seven Sisters 
rk tube or Buses 253 and 29). Next meeting 


DUNDEE 


meets fortnightly. For details contact: Dundee FRFI, PO Box 27, Dundee 


DD1 9DR 


MMANCHESTER 


Subscribe 
to the best 
anti-imperialist 


paper in Britain 


Subscription rates: 


@ Britain, Ireland £2.50 for 6 
issues, £4.50 for 12 issues 

@ Overseas — surface PPR 
£3.50 for 6 issues, £5.50 for 
12 issues 

@ Overseas — airmail PPR £6 
for 6 issues, £11 for 12 issues 
@ Single issue: 30p + 18p p&p 
@ Back issues: available 30p + 
18p p&p M@ FRFI bulk orders: 
10 or more copies post free 
Make cheques/POs payable to Larkin 
Publications. Add £5.00 for foreign 
currency cheques. All overseas rates 
given are for printed paper reduced 
rate and are unsealed. If you wish 
your mail to be sealed please tell us 
and we will inform you of the cost. 


RETURN FORM TO FRFI, BCM 
BOX 5909 LONDON WC1N 3XX 
| wish to subscribe to FRFI 
beginning with issue 

| wish to order 
of FRFI issue no. 


copies 


Name 
Address 


| enclose payment 
of for ____ issues/copies 
at ___ rate. 


become a 


If you are willing to help the 
work which FRFI is doing, 
become an FRFI SUPPORTER. 
We need more people to sell 
FRFI and to involve others in 
the fightback. We need more 
people writing for FRFI about 
their local struggles and 
campaigns. 

Fill in your name and address 
‘on the form below, and send 
£5. You will receive a supporter 
card, a year’s subscription to 
FRFI and details of all our 
activities in your area and 
nationally. 

Postal orders and cheques 
payable to Larkin Publications 


Name 
Address 


meets fortnightly on Thursdays at Slade Lane Neighbourhood Centre, 


Slade Lane, 


sight, Manchester 12. For further details contact: 


Manchester FRFI, Box 38, 434 Com Exchange Buildings, Hanging Ditch, 


Manchester M4 4BN. 


FRFI FUND: WE NEED 
£500 A MONTH 


JUNE: £319 


The June FRFI Fund fell £181 short of the £500 we need every 
month to subsidise the unwaged rate of the paper. We therefore 
urge all our readers to help bridge the gap in July and August. 
Over the holiday period this means a sacrifice — make that 
sacrifice and donate to our funds. 


Most of the FRFI Fund is raised by our Supporter Groups. Please 
keep up the effort over the summer with collections at Fairs, 
organising outdoor benefits and socials. In June the Supporter 
Groups raised in London £107.80 (North) and £60.44 (South), 
Manchester £50.69, Dundee £27.85, Glasgow £14, Edinburgh 
£12.20, Leeds £12, Bradford £6.44, Liverpool £5. Individuals 
readers sent in £23.02. Many thanks. 


Please keep the money flowing in. Make donations payable to 
‘Larkin Publications’ and retum to: FRFI BCM Box 5909, London 


WCIN 3XX 


liwe want to donate £__ to the FRFI Fund. 


Name/Organisation 
Address 


1 do/do not want you to mention my namelorganisation 


Send this form to 
Larkin Publications BCM Box 
5909 London WCIN 3XX 


Larkin publications 


Miners Strike 1984-1985 
People versus State 

By David Reed and 
Olivia Adamson 

144pp, £2.50 (+ 40p p&p) 


Ireland: the key to the 
British revolution 

By David Reed 

450pp, £3.95 (+ 65p p&p) 
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force’ in Portadown on 3 July. The ban 
on the 7 July Orange parade marching 
through the nationalist Tunnel area of 
Portadown was lifted and protesting 
nationalists were forcibly removed by 
the RUC. On 11 July Hurd appealed in 
the House of Commons for the Loyal- 
ists ‘to co-operate with the police and 
obey the law’ as they prepared for their 
annual sectarian jamboree. As thous- 
ands of Loyalists paraded their supre- 
macy on the 12 July throughout the Six 


Maire O’Shea 


ation with British imperialism. So Bri- 
i. tain bans or re-routes a few key marches | 
to be tried whilst others go unreported and unop- 


Maire O’Shea’s defence challenge to the 
prosecution case was rejected by the 
Liverpool magistrate at the committal 
proceedings on 1-2 July. Now she and four 
others — William Grimes, Peter Jorden, 
Peter Lynch and Patrick Brasil—must 
stand trial on the charge of conspiracy to 
cause an explosion. 

The opening of the committal was 
marked by a national day of action called. | 
by the Maire O’Shea support campaign. 
Comrades in the Irish Solidarity Commit- 
tees helped organise and took part in a, 
successful picket of the Home Office in 


London and a public meeting in Manches- Ee 
ter attended by 70 people. The fascist! 2 eer ; : 3 NO TO TRIAL BY 
attack on this meeting was repelled. The: People in Britain must be wondering what is happening when they FLEET STREET 


Manchester committee went on to picket 
Aldine House, the local Home Office 
building, on 2 July. The events were called) 
by the local Maire O’Shea support com-| 
mittees as were pickets and street events 
4-3 July in Birmingham. FRFI comrades 
supported the picket of the magistrates 
court, Leeds Town Hall called by the! 
Leeds Anti-PTA committee. Press cover- 
age of the O’Shea challenge at the 
committal and the day of action was deli- 
berately non-existent, in contrast to the 
hysterical coverage of the June PTA 
arrests. 

The national committee of the Maire 
O’Shea Support campaign has called a 
demonstration in Birmingham in Novem- 


ber demanding the dropping of the | 


charges against her. FRFI joins with the 
ISM in calling for every effort to build 
asuccessful national demonstration. 
Tony Sheridan 


continued from page 1 


Trial by 
Fleet 
Street 


sniffer dogs were used in a Torquay 
hotel. A large area and several hotels 
were evacuated. The public was warned 
to turn off all electronic gadgets in case 
they detonated the bomb. Hotel staff 
were said to have recognised ‘suspects’, 
names and photos. Then — suddenly — 
there was no bomb. It was all a false 
alarm. 

27 June — Police announce that bomb 
may be hidden on beach in Great Yar- 
mouth and continue intensive search. 
28 June — Arms cache said to have been 
found in area of Glasgow sealed off by 
police. 

1 July — 11 people so far charged. 

2 July — Newman announces that search 
for bombs is being ended. Says that fol- 


lowing the Rubens hotel bomb ‘the pub- 


MAR 


see Loyalists clashing with the RUC in the Six Counties of Ireland and 
Thatcher and direct-ruler Hurd sanctioning bans on ‘traditional’ 


Loyalist marches. 


Since early June Loyalists, in response 
to Sinn Fein successes in the local elec- 
tions, have been parading their sect- 
arian bigotry in nationalist areas, 
attacking the homes of Sinn Fein coun- 
cillors, rampaging through the streets in 
attempts to terrorise local nationalists. 
Yet on 20 Junethe RUCannounced their 
decision, with Hurd’s approval, to 
reroute Loyalists’ parades from the 
nationalist Tunnel area in Portadown, a 
march in Castlewellan was rerouted and 
one banned in Cookstown. The propa- 
ganda machine to demonstrate the ‘im- 
partiality’ of British rule in Ireland was 
switched on. 


lic was warned of a “‘slight possibility” 
of further bombs having been placed in 
a number of seaside resorts. As a result 
of further developments the police are 
now satisfied that this particular threat 
has been removed,’ 


How curious! First there were bombs all 
over the place and then, as a result of 
undisclosed ‘further developments’, . . . 
there were none! But not before some of 
those arrested had been charged, their 
‘guilt? havingsbeen widely: publicised 
and decided; a new anti-terrorist co- 
ordinating committee headed by Sir 
Kenneth Newman had been established; 
the public had been accustomed to the 
sight of heavily armed police sealing off 
various areas and ringing Lambeth 
Court when those charged appeared 
there; anti-Irish hysteria had been crea- 
ted and the PTA said to be once again 
‘vital’. And all this at a time when Brit- 
ish talk of normality in the Six Counties 
was being shown to be a pack of lies. 
How conveniently was attention shifted 
from recent Sinn Fein election successes 
and the subsequent furious response of 
the Loyalists. 

Fleet Street played a vital role in all 
this. According even to British law those 
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In Cookstown Loyalists defied the 
ban, clashed with the RUC and then 
went on to attack RUC homes in the 
area. In Castlewellan hundreds of 
Loyalists refused to accept the re-route 
and marched into a nationalist area 
resulting in further confrontation with 
the RUC. Arch-bigot Paisley, however, 
was later given an RUC escort through 
the area. RUC ‘impartiality’ lapsed in 
Ballycastle, Antrim as they watched 
Loyalists viciously attacking nationalist 
women. 

Loyalists, outraged at the denial of 
their ‘right’ to terrorise, attack and inti- 
midate nationalists, put on a ‘show of 


accused are innocent unless and until a 
jury finds otherwise. But Fleet Street, 
acting as judge and jury, proclaimed 
their guilt from the first and had no hesi- 
tation in trumpeting every police claim 
(however wild) as fact. 


The Sun 

‘Mr Big planned carnage in 12 hotels... 
And their deadly devices were due to 
explode in mid July to coincide with the 
start of the school summer break’. 


The Guardian 

Police thwart IRA bombings in Brit- 
ain...The IRA’s summer festivities 
have been drastically curtailed.’ 


The Mirror 

‘Police busted the biggest IRA cell ever 
known in Britain and found a diary of 
death’. 


Telegraph 

«an Irishman alleged to be one of the 
IRA top bombers in mainland Britain 
was being questioned last night... His 
nickname is the ‘‘Chancer’’ and he is 
known to be a friend of the convicted 
IRA terrorist Gerard Tuite’. 


Daily Express 
said that those arrested ‘had documents 


|_FRFI. 


Counties, 2,000 staged a protest in 
Portadown and clashed with the RUC. | 
Hurd and the RUC remained adamant 
—no march through the Portadown 
Tunnel. Throughout the weekend of 
13/14 July the confrontation contin- 
ued, incensed loyalists versus the RUC. 
Over 50 RUC were injured by a barrage 
of missiles; plastic bullets were fired in 
return. The propaganda balloon of the 
‘impartiality’ policy had to be pumped 
up —the world and in particular the Free 
State regime were watching. 

Britain is attempting to demonstrate 
its impartiality in its domination of Ire- 
land. The bans and the subsequent 


clashes are but a sop to the Free State re- | 


gime, a propaganda exercise to allow 
the Free State to justify open collabor- 


posed — softly-softly. 

Yet even the most meaningless con- 
cessions strike at the very basis of British 
rule in Ireland—the maintenance of 
Loyalist privilege and supremacy. 
Loyalist supremacy is threatened, their 
indisputable ‘rights’ are in supposed 
dispute —a Loyalist backlash is inevit- 
able. Britain knows that at the end of 
the day the domination of Ireland 
depends on keeping Loyalist supremacy 
intact. 


Pauline Sellars 


In protest against trial by Fleet Street and 
the press whipping-up of anti-Irish hys- 
teria, the London Irish Solidarity Commit- 
tees held a picket of the Daily Express on 
8 July. The rush hour crowds in Fleet 
Street were treated — for once — to a dose 
of the truth as the picketers chanted, 
spoke and leafletted against the gutter 
journalism of the press. The Daily Express 
was the particular target for this picket 
both because of its reporting of the recent 
arrests but also becuase of its consistent 
anti-lrish racism, summed up in its 
Editor's words ‘Wouldn’t you rather admit 
to being a pig than Irish’. Ironically here in 
the heartland of the British press the 
police—much in evidence during the 
picket and with another vanload hiding in 
a backstreet-threatened arrests if 
picketers...sold anti-PTA pamphlets =I 


linking them to the Brighton Grand 
Hotel bombing...’ 


The result of this has been to establish in 
the public mind the ‘guilt’ of those arres- 
ted. At least half of those arrested were 
released without charge. Unlike in the 
Six Counties the police in Britain still 
have the minor inconvenience of juries 
to deal with. The press coverage coupled 
with the police high security theatre 
when the accused appear in court, en- 
sures that any jury will have pre-judged 
the case. The press also unanimously 
claimed that civilian casualties were the 
aim of the campaign. But they produced 
not a shred of evidence to back this. No- 
body pointed out that the IRA (whom 
they all assumed to be responsible) goes 
to great lengths to avoid civilian casual- 
ties by issuing lengthy warnings. 
Politicians fell over each other to heap 
praise on the police and publicise the 
‘guilt’ of those arrested. Scab Kinnock 
congratulated the police for their ‘re- 
markable detective work and the success 
they have achieved against the Provisio- 
nal IRA... The whole nation has cause 
to be grateful’. Note that Kinnock’s 
whole nation is restricted to.the ruling 
class and its followers. When the Irish 


Nodemocracy 


for Sinn Fein 
councillors 


The wider context to this year’s season of 
marches and attacks on vulnerable Irish 
nationalist communities is the successful 
election of 59 Sinn Fein (SF) councillors to 
local government. It is in this area, that, 
once again, international publicity has 
been given to British injustice and back- 
ing for loyalist supremacy. 


Examples abound of the reality of this. 
In Cookstown, Limavady and Lisburn 
Councils, SF councillors have been ex- 
cluded from Council business. In Mag- 
herafelt and Strabane, open fighting has 
broken out with Magherafelt SF coun- 
cillor John Davey being hit over the 
head with a chair. In Omagh Council, 
Sinn Fein won chairmanship and as 
Seamus Kerr opened the first meeting in 
Irish, unionists displayed their murder- 
ous bigotry shouting ‘Speak English. 
Shut up you Fenian bastard. No Pope 
here. No bastards here, you want your 
throat cut, Kerr, you Fenian bastard.” 
In Strabane, Newry and Mourne Coun- 
cils, the pro-British. Social Democratic 
and Labour Party (SDLP) has further 
isolated itself by helping unionists into 
leading council posts. The para-military 
RUC has supported loyalist domination 
right into the Council chambers, being 
on hand to remove protesting council- 


| lors as was the case at Craigavon Coun- 


cilon 7 June when Republicans Brendan 
Curran and Brian McCann were re- 
moved by the police. Four days later the 
same police impartiality was shown in 
Cookstown Council when three SF and 
two SDLP councillors were ejected 
from the council chamber by the RUC. 
On 27 June four SF councillors were 
removed by the RUC from a Cooks- 
town council meeting. Two» SDLP 
councillors were subsequently removed 
by the RUC — for protesting against the 
removal of the SF councillors. 

Inno sense can it be claimed that local 
democracy exists in the Six Counties. 
Sinn Fein’s successful electoral inter- 
vention has demonstrated this clearly. 
Everything rests on British imperialism’ 
commitment to Loyalist privilege as the 
means of keeping Ireland divided. 


Gary Clapton 


people are attacked and murdered, Kin- 
nock stays silent. When the Irish peop 
vote for Sinn Fein and their elected mem 
bers are banned from the council cham 
bers Kinnock stays silent. But when the 
anti-Irish floodgates are opened up hi 
jumps (as he jumped to condemn th 
striking miners) to shout ‘murder’. 


Sir Kenneth Newman’s seaside sag 
has enabled the British state to furthe 
atta¢k democratic rights in Britian, pai 
ticularly those of the Irish community 
Today it is the Irish for whom evident! 
no rules or justice are necessary -. 
tomorrow it will be whoever dares t 
oppose the rich and their governmen 
Indeed we have already seen how tt 
striking miners were depicted as ‘thug 
and ‘terrorists’. FRFI condemns t 
anti-Irish hysteria of the media and pol 
ticians. We defend the right of the Iri 
people to struggle for their national lib 
ration by whatever means they choos 
And we say loud and clear that the on 
criminals and terrorists are the Britt 
imperialists who continue to forcib 
rule Ireland by means of armed occup 
tion, terror and murder. 


Maxine Williams 
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